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O how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day. Psalm 119. 97. 


Religious Thought and Activity: 
: At Home and Abroad 


Islam is the coastal religion of more 
than half the littoral of Africa, it is said. Is 
that because it has been an importation by 
Arab traders and slave-raiders? 


This year will round out an even fifty 
years since Bishop Thoburn went to Burma 
from Bengal on a scouting expedition which 
resulted in the opening up of Methodist 
work in Burma. 


An interdenominational society has 
been formed in S. Paulo, Brazil, for the pub- 
lishing and free distribution of selected por- 
tions of the Scriptures. They already have 
in circulation some 12,000 of these booklets, 
and are planning a further edition of 15,000. 


Massachusetts is already taking steps to 
commemorate next year the tercentenary of 
the founding of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. 

Congregationalism in Massachusetts is 
awake to the event. There are several an- 
cient parishes that have unbroken connec- 
tions with their beginnings three hundred 
years ago. 


Opium addicts in China are to be 
classed as criminals after March 1 next, and 
treated accordingly. In the meantime facili- 
ties have been provided whereby they may 
hope to break their bonds. After six months 
“the iron hand of the law will know -no 
mercy.” i 

This is the means, says the “Chinese Re- 
corder,” by which the Nationalist govern- 
ment proposes to throttle China’s domestic 
narcotic menace. The cultivation of the 
poppy is to cease. 

All the steps in the fight against opium 
have wide popular support. 


' Ten years ago a group: of Chinese 
Christians began the task of trying to make 
China a Christian nation. They organized 
the Chinese Home Missionary Society. Last 
September the 10th anniversary of the or- 
ganization of this society was celebrated: It 
now has 87 auxiliary societies, 13,000 mem- 
bers, publishes a monthly paper, and carries 
on a large growing work in various parts of 
China, ‘ 

This year for the first time certain 
qualified students from well known colleges 
throughout the country have been awarded a 
new scholarship at the Biblical Seminary in 
New York, based on conditions similar to 
the Rhodes scholarship plan. Ten students 
in this group are enrolled, the following col- 
leges being represented : 

University of Alabama, Center College, 
Heidelberg College, University of Iowa, 
Juniata College, Macalester College, Otter- 
bein College, Park College, University of 
South Carolina, and Yankton College. 


Through the gift of a devoted Christian 
woman a piece of land has been purchased 
on the Mount of Olives, facing Jerusalem, 
and has been donated to the well known 
Travel Institute of Bible Research. This 
is the first piece of land to be owned on 
the Mount of Olives proper by a Protes- 
tant organization. It borders the tradi- 
tional site of Christ’s weeping over Jeru- 
salem, and is but a few minutes’ walk east 
of the Brook Kidron, and above the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane. > 

On this land there will be erected as soon 
as sufficient funds are available an interde- 
nominational Bible Study Center for teachers, 
pastors and church workers of all denomina- 
tions and all nationalities. 
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‘The New Orleans agent of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society gives this summary of 
his work in the area flooded by the Missis- 
sippi last year: 

“The four weeks that I was out in the 
flooded district we sent in orders to the 
Agency headquarters at Dallas for a total of 
50,165 volumes, to-be sent free of charge to 
the flood sufferers. 

“All the theologians in the state could not 
have done more to awaken a fraternal feeling 
among the different churches and the differ- 
ent races than the American Bible Society 
has done in the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures in the flood district. The pastors of 
the different churches are codperating in this 
work.” 

It will be remembered that a large demand 
for the old-fashioned Family Bibles was an- 
other result of the Mississippi flood. 


The Central American Mission expects 
to open a Central Bible Institute in Guate- 
mala City this month or next. Throughout 
the 38 years the society has been at work a 
good deal of training has of course been given 
by missionaries, but the need seems urgent 
now to furnish training such as the Bible 
Institutes in this country offer. An existing 
Bible Correspondence course will be taken 
over by the Institute. 

Guatemala City is not centrally located, 
but it has been selected for its climate, the 
opportunities it presents to the students for 
both gospel and secular work, it being a city 
of over’ 100,000 population,’*and also because 
of the large number of able missionary and 
native teachers near at hand. 


Our readers will remember the success- 
ful Congregational Pilgrimage from Great 
Britain to the United States last year. A 
similar Pilgrimage is to take place this year 
on the invitation of the United Church of 
Canada, the members of the party this time 
being drawn from the various denominations 
which form the component parts of that 
church. ~ 

The White Star liner “Doric” has been 
chartered to take 1200 members of the party, 
who are to leave on May 31. 

Hospitality in Canada is to be provided by 
United church friends. There is a uniform 
price of about $200 for the return trip, rail- 
road fares on this side, hotels, etc. 

The Pilgrimage office is 35 Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 


Long and honorable records of service 
appear at intervals in the religious press. 
Can any equal that of George Q. Peyton of 
Rapidan, Va.? 

He has been a Sunday school teacher con- 
tinuously for 63 years, and an officer in the 
Presbyterian Church for over 50 years. Im- 
mediately upon his return from the Army at 
the close of the Civil War he began teaching 
a Methodist Sunday school. About ten years 
later the Presbyterians organized a congre- 
gation, and he became an officer in it, and 
took a class in the Sunday school, which he 
still teaches, though the personnel has 
changed so that now his scholars include the 
grandchildren of some who were in the origi- 
nal class. 

Mr. Peyton is now 85 years old. 


Negro boys are being taught the fol- 
lowing oath, it is said: 

“T will never bring disgrace upon my race 
by any unworthy deed or dishonorable act. I 
will live a clean, decent life, and will ever 
respect and defend the virtue and honor of 
womanhood. I will uphold and obey the just 
laws of my country and of the community 
in which I live, and will encourage others to 
do likewise. I will not allow prejudice, in- 
justice, insult or outrage to cower my spirit 
or sour my soul, but will ever preserve the 
inner freedom of heart and conscience. I 
will not allow myself to be overcome of evil, 
but will strive to overcome evil with good. 
I will endeavor to develop and exert the best 
powers within me for my own personal im- 
provement, and will strive unceasingly to 
quicken the sense of racial duty and responsi- 
bility. I will in all these ways aim to uplift 
my race, so that to every one bound to it by 
ties of blood it shall become a bond of en- 
noblement, and not a byword of reproach.” 


Challenging opportunities in national 
missions is the theme of an article by Dr. 
John McDowell in the “Presbyterian.” He 
conceives the essence of national missions to 
be the Christianizing of the nation, and in 
pursuit of this object he sees several un- 
paralleled opportunities. 

The enlarging groups of non-churched peo- 
ple in America is one. 

The lonely foreign-born groups in our 
midst are another, found as they are through- 
out our land, in country as well as in city. 

Then there are the Spanish-speaking peo- 
ple here and in Cuba. The South-West has 


Evangelism at the Protestant Episcopal Convention. 
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drawn to it one-fifth of all the Mexican 
population, while Porto Rico and the Philip- 
pines add millions more speaking the Spanish 
tongue. 

The Indians and Alaskans are familiar 
missionary subjects, also the changing rural 
communities, the growing industrial popula- 
tion, the Negroes, the neglected children, and 
other groups. 

Missions have the opportunity of convert- 
ing the spirit of America into the spirit of 
Christ. 

Summer conferences are well estab- 
lished, and short summer courses in theology 
and religious education have for many years 
been promoted at many centers. But we 
think that Winona is the leader in a more 
elaborate summer school of theology whose 
credits are accepted at the regular semi- 
naries. 

The authorities of the Winona School of 
Theology for 1928, held at Winona Lake, 
Indiana, under the direction of Dr. Wm. E. 
Biederwolf, say the past session was the best 
ever held. An increase of 40% in the stu- 

dent body over the previous year was en- 
_ couraging. Students were matriculated who 
represented 21 denominations, and who came 
from 17 states and Canada. The faculty in- 
cluded A. T. Robertson in New Testament In- 
troduction, Melvin Grove Kyle in Old Testa- 
ment History and Archeology, Leander S. 
Keyser in Theology, John A. Faulkner in 
Church History, and J. A. Huffman in Bib- 
* ical Messianism and New Testament Greek. 
a A building that cost over $100,000, with 12 
acres of land, has been secured as the future 
~ home of this school, and larger things are 
il < hoped for in coming years. 


Wi 


¢ Work in India is joy, writes Dr. Sam 
* Higginbottom of Allahabad, but the short- 
~ age of the rains and consequent partial failure 
— of crops gave an anxious time last year. 

“Last February we had seven inches of 
Py rain in two weeks, an experience so unusual 
“that no records reveal anything like it. It 
, damaged the wheat, barley and oil seeds over 
» fifty per cent. We expect 30 inches during 
June, July, August and September, to grow 
our fodder and store moisture for the winter 
}. crops of wheat, barley, etc. We have actually 
{> received 13.8 inches. Day after day a few 
} clouds rolled up, but no rain. Is there any 
more poignant figure in Scripture than 
‘Clouds without water,—promise without 


For those who have to bear their bur- 
dens alone; for those who are in doubt 
and anguish of soul; for those who are 
over-sensitive; and for those ieee suffer 
through their own wrong-doing, 

We beseech thee to hear hie good 

Lord! 


fulfilment? If we could only have had the 
seven inches that ruined our crops in Febru- 
ary during these rainy season months we 
could have been fairly well off.” 

Prices of fodder and grain have risen to 
scarcity heights. September was hot. “Yes- 
terday to our great joy and relief the clouds 
which rolled up gave over an inch of rain, 
enough to let the farmers sow their crops and 
most likely avert famine. It is hard to exag- 
gerate the feeling of relief, and to express our 
praise to God!” 


In an issue commemorating its 50th 
anniversary the “Christian Herald” an- 
nounces its reorganization as the Christian 
Herald Association, incorporated in New 
York state as an organization not for profit. 
The articles of incorporation state that the 
objects of the corporation are to diffuse the 
principles and teachings of the Christian re- 
ligion, receive and invest voluntary contribu- 
tions in support of religious, benevolent and 
educational enterprises, etc., and to publish 
the “Christian Herald.” 

It is provided that no officer, member or 
employee of the Association shall receive 
pecuniary profits except a reasonable com- 
pensation for services. 

J. C. Penney, chain store merchant, is 
president of the new Association, and the 
directorate is formed of the board of the 
J. C. Penney Foundation. 

In the statement announcing the reorgani- 
zation Dr. Dan Poling, who is editor-in-chief 
of the magazine and minister of the Marble 
Collegiate Reformed Church in New York 
City, calls attention to the fact that more than 
eight million dollars have been raised and 
distributed for relief enterprises during the 
fifty years’ history of the magazine. 


Evangelism was prominent at the re- 
cent Protestant Episcopal convention at 
Washington, D. C. 

Bishop Darst spoke thrilling words telling 
of the beginnings of the evangelistic move- 
ment four years ago, amid doubt and dis- 
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couragement. He then called the meeting to 
its feet, to join in a pledge of re-consecration 
to the cause of Christ. The meeting re- 
sponded as one person. 


George Wharton Pepper of Philadelphia. 


offered a resolution, as follows: 

“WHEREAS, There is in this convention an 
evident sense of the need of a determined en- 
deavor on their part of the church to fulfil 
her mission through the preaching and prac- 
tice of the gospel; and 

“WHeEreEas, this need is further evidenced 
by the memorials to this convention of the 
Young People’s Societies, the Daughters of 
the King, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 
and the Woman’s Auxiliary, 

“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That this 
joint session of the House of Bishops and the 
House of Deputies expresses its profound 
conviction that personal allegiance and wit- 
ness to Jesus Christ is the vital matter in the 
life of the church today, and commends to 
the church the program of the National Com- 
mission on Evangelism, and urges upon the 
whole membership of the church, both cleri- 
cal and lay, their utmost effort to realize this 
program in its essential principles.” 


Women under the new régime in China 
are given equal basis as men, the National 
party giving great freedom and self-expres- 
sion to both sexes along many lines. Miss 
Edith Wells of Philadelphia, recently back 
from Y. W. C. A. work in Tientsin, gives 
this as one of the many changes that are 
coming in with the new China. 

“Chinese women are ready for these new 
opportunities in a way that I feel women of 
few countries would be under the same cir- 
cumstances,” says Miss Wells. “Popular 
education is so new in China that women of 
real ability of an executive nature and ac- 
customed to affairs of responsibility by their 
husband’s side in business may not read or 
write, and yet they cannot be judged by this 
as in other countries. 
and speakers, and quick to handle any situa- 
tion adroitly and wisely. Part of this. ability 
comes from generations as executives of im- 
mense households, due to the Chinese habit 
of hundreds of relatives and children living 
under the same roof.” 

Chinese women are so adaptable and deeply 
interested in the Y. W. type of service, 
classes, clubs, and activities that they are 
increasingly carrying the administrative 


They are born leaders , 


leadership as well as the financial support 
alone. 


English Unitarians have consummated 
what they consider to be the most important 
institutional development in the last hundred 
years. 

Hitherto Unitarianism in England has been 
under the divided leadership of two organi- 
zations, the British and Foreign Unitarian 
Association and the National Triennial Con- 
ference.” The former was an association of 
individuals, led by Dr. Martineau, for the 
purpose of propagating Unitarian faith and 
doctrine. The latter, on the contrary, has 
laid emphasis on theological freedom, and 
was constituted on the basis of church repre- 
sentation. Naturally there was some conflict 
between these two schools, and resulting 
weakness. 

The recognized value of unified organiza- 
tion and the necessity of economizing on or- 
ganizations has now brought the Unitarians 
together in a General Assembly of Unitarian 
and Free Christian Churches. The opposi- 
tion to the merger was quite small, though 
it included Dr. L. P. Jacks, principal of 
Manchester College, Oxford. 

The objects of the Assembly will com- 
prise all those promoted by the two earlier 
bodies, but no one will be asked to subscribe 
to a formulated creed. 


United Reading of Scripture in January 

and February. 

Hundreds of thousands read a chapter a 
day in Matthew and in John last January and 
February. For this year the Commission on 
Evangelism of the Federal Council and co- 
operating denominational evangelistic com- 
mittees recommend the reading of 1 and 2 
Corinthians and Mark from New Year to the 
beginning of the Lenten season. 

The American Bible Society has prepared 
vest pocket editions of the selected books at 
one cent a copy in order to facilitate this 
movement. Corinthians can be supplied only 
in English, but Mark can be furnished also 
in Portuguese, Spanish and Russian. Any 
pastor can obtain copies on request addressed 
to the Bible House, New York City. Return 
postage should be included. 

A popular movement of this sort can be 
utilized by pastors and Sunday school super- 
intendents to get persons reading the Bible 
who do not already follow this good habit 
and have no course of their own. 


A New Missionary Hymn Wanted. 


At the Pacific Garden Mission, Chicago, 292 men slept on the floor and in the basement one 
_ mght last winter. The average nightly was 270. Coffee and rolls were served next morning. 


$100 Award for Missionary Hymn. 


Dr. Milton S. Littlefield, president of the 
Hymn Society, announces the offer of a prize 
of $100 for the best hymn “written in the 
spirit and voicing the purpose of the mis- 
sionary enterprise of today,” to be submitted 
to the Society by February 1, 1929. When 
the winning hymn words have been selected 
a similar prize will be offered for the best 
musical setting. 

All manuscripts are to be submitted to Dr. 
Franklin A. Gaylord, 47 Englewood Avenue, 
Englewood, New Jersey. The society re- 
serves the right to withdraw the award if no 
manuscript deemed worthy is received. 

The Hymn Society is a national organiza- 
tion of hymn writers, composers, and hymn 
book editors. Recently it conducted contests 
for words and tune for a Hymn for Airmen, 
manuscripts numbering more than 1800 being 
submitted from every state in the Union and 
from most countries of Europe and their 
foreign colonies. 


India’s Quest Pictured by a Missionary. 

I sat one day in my tent typing hurriedly a 
most important contribution to the Mission 
Report, long overdue, for which I had been 
taken sternly to task by an exasperated editor 
who had made it plain that I must send it in 
that day or never. 

Fourteen sturdy farmers came to my door. 
_ “Namaskar, Bai Sahib!” 


“Namaskar,” said I. ‘Please sit down in 
the shade for a few minutes! I must finish 
this important task.” 

“Nay, Bai Sahib! This is harvest time, 
and we have left our fields and walked many 
miles because we hear that you worship a 
God of love. We have not heard of that God. 
Come out and speak to us! Tell us about 
your God!” 

That report was never, finished, for I sat 
talking late into the night with men who in 
the midst of dire poverty felt that God was 
of more value to them than grain and harvest 
fields. 


The Church of Rome in Germany. 


Is the Roman Catholic church advancing 
in Germany ? 

A great deal might be written on this sub- 
ject, but the facts can be briefly set out, 
writes Prof. Heinrich Hermelink of Mar- 
burg in the “British Weekly.” 

He says that as far as we may judge from 
outward appearances Roman Catholicism has 
certainly made progress. Thousands of con- 
vents and settlements of religious orders 
have sprung up within the last decade in all 
parts of Germany. The Jesuits and all “con- 
gregations”’ of their type, which were en- 
tirely excluded from Germany before 1918, 
have spread themselves far and wide, and 
have set themselves to all sorts of tasks, 
among which is an influential newspaper 
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activity. The political party of the Center 
gave the casting word in all governmental 
modifications of the German Republic. A 
number of new bishoprics are being set up in 
those North German territories which have 
been hitherto regarded by Rome as mission 
ground. Erfurt, Berlin and Altona are to 
become episcopal sees in Prussia. 

But alongside these indications of growth 
one may observe signs of weakness. The 
number of conversions from Romanism to 
Protestantism has been larger in every year 
since the war than the number of those who 
have gone over to Rome. In the first years 
after the war there was a noticeable tendency 
in Protestant circles toward a reconciliation 
with Rome. That tendency has long ceased. 
It is a far more important fact that within 
the ranks of Romanism in Germany a crisis 
has developed which has had as an outward 
symptom the excommunication of several 
Romanist theological professors, the best 
known of whom is Wittig in Breslau. 

Those best acquainted with the whole sub- 
ject, says Prof. Hermelink, are aware how 
insecure is the position of Romanism in the 
thought and opinion of many of its adher- 
ents, including not a few priests. “No seri- 
ous danger is to be apprehended on that side 
for the future of the evangelical church.” 


The Accuracy of Genesis. 


Lieut. Gen. Sir George Macmunn, K. C. B., 
in the “Journal of the Central Asian Society” 
gives two incidents to show how accurate 
Genesis is in its details. He says: 

“In our endeavor to settle revenue prob- 
lems in Iraq during the days of the war we 
soon came upon a curious condition of land 
tenure whereby a man who owns land does 
not necessarily own the trees thereon. And 
we see to this day that to own land and trees 
a man must have a ‘mirri sannad’ as well as 
a ‘tapu sannad.’ But this explains an ap- 
parently redundant account in Genesis, where 
we are told that Abraham, when he bought 
the field of Machpelah as his burial place, 
sought not only the land thereof but the trees 
thereon as well. This was in reality the most 
essential thing to do, and shows that a custom 
has remained unchanged to this day in those 
lands. 

“The other point, as an accurate descrip- 
tion of detail, is still more remarkable. In 
the account of the Deluge we are told-that 


‘the gates of heaven opened, and the foun- 
tains of the deep came up.’ Now ‘the gates 
of heaven’ we can all accept as a picturesque 
description of heavy rain and melting snow. 
We have accepted that and not broached 
deeper into the meaning of ‘the fountains of 
the deep.’ ‘The fountains of the deep,’ how- 
ever, is an expression often used in the Old 
Testament for the sea. To this day, at the 
same time as the flood season, the southwest 
‘shumal’ blows the sea water of the Persian 
Gulf right up over the low desert flats that lie 
between the Shattal-Arab and the higher 
ground right and left of the river for sixty 
or seventy miles inland. This wall of sea 
water coming up meets the other waters 
coming down, and banks the latter up so that 
they cannot run off till the winds cease to 
prevail. It most accurately describes the 
physical situation today. 

“I have given you these two instances to 
emphasize my point that everything told in 
Genesis refers to some historic happening, 
though we may not yet have caught the in- 
wardness of the story right.”—“Alliance 
Weekly.” 


A United Free Church of England. 


The spirit of reunion spreads and intensi- 
fies in England. Recent suggestions for the 
amalgamation of the Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational churches over there have raised 
a larger issue: Why not a United Free 
Church of England? 

The late Rev. J. H. Shakspeare set his 
heart upon the realization of this ideal, and 
now Rev. G. Stanley Russell, chairman of the 
London Congregational Union, has revived 
the question. Writing to the “British 
Weekly” during a visit to Toronto he ex- 
tolled the achievement of the little Congre- 
gational church in Canada, which persuaded 
its two great allies to adopt as part of the 
basis of the United Church the removal of 
creedal bonds and subscriptions and the as- 
sertion of the right of the individual church 
to adapt its forms and methods to its own 
neighborhood and to form the unit on which 
the whole structure rests. Mr. Russell 
pointed out the weakness, overlapping, and 
waste resulting from denominational divi- 
sions, and dwelt on the advantages that would 
come from union. 

In his advocacy he has the support of many 
Free Churchmen, though they are fully con- 


Teach Your Child This Grace before Meals! 
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scious of the obstacles to the union of all the 
Free churches in one body. 

Rey. Thomas Nightingale, secretary of the 
National Free Church Council, writes that 
many who have the best interests of the king- 
dom of God at heart keep before them the 
ideal of a United Free Church of England, 
but realize that in such a country as Britain, 
with its great traditions, such a consumma- 
tion is not reached in a generation. He adds, 
however, that those who have eyes to see and 
ears to hear are cognizant of the fact that a 
new spirit is abroad, and that the ideal which 
Mr. Russell so ably advocates may not be 
so far from achievement. 

The National Free Church Council and the 
Federal Council are now exploring the situa- 
tion. 


Evangelical Progress in Czechoslovakia. 


“Help us build churches” is the initial plea 
of the Czechoslovakia Church Council, as 
reported by the survey for 1927-28 of the 
American Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions. 

There are in Czechoslovakia thirty-three 
organized evangelical churches, of which 
twelve are fully self-supporting. Work in 
this mission also is being done in 150 outsta- 
tions where churches have not yet been or- 
ganized. “Tithing is widely practiced, and 
the church life is vigorous and devoted,” says 
the annual survey. 

In its plea the Church Council of Czecho- 

‘slovakia states that if only their work could 
be suitably housed, the churches could by 
1933, just sixty years after the arrival of the 
first missionary, carry on an increasing pro- 
gram of active evangelism. Eight such build- 
ings are urgently needed at once. The total 
cost is estimated at $60,000, one-half of which 
amount the Czechoslovakian Christians will 
raise. 

The spirit of that great reformer, John 
Huss, still lives in Czechoslovakia. Husinec, 
the birthplace of Huss, is one of the work 
centers of the American board, and the little 
church there is at present engaged in repair- 
ing its building at a cost of $1500. The name 
of the president of Czechoslovakia headed 
the list of contributors. 

Dr. J. S. Porter, the only American board 
missionary in Czechoslovakia, tells the fol- 
lowing story as illustrating the transforming 
power of the Gospel in Czechoslovakia : 

Two sisters, because of unhappy conditions 


A Child’s Grace before Meals. 


We thank thee, Lord, for daily bread, 
And for our home and friends; 
We thank thee too for joy and strength, 
And all thy goodness sends! 
—From “Children’s Devotions.” 


of life, determined to commit suicide. They 
chanced to drop in to a church service, and 
later when one of them took a revolver in 
hand with the intention of ending her life, 
the words of a hymn she had heard sung on 
that visit suddenly came into her mind: 


A day in Jesus’ service, 

What joy is that to me! 
She determined to learn the meaning of such 
an expression. She became a Christian, and 
presently won her sister and the latter’s dis- 
solute husband to a new life in Jesus. 


Is This Intolerance, or What? 

A missionary in Spain relates his experi- 
ences in “Echoes of Service.” 

One of the most spiritual and earnest be- 
lievers had to go to the hospital in the capital 
of his province. He had been converted 
about 35 years, and was always overflowing 
in a bright testimony to all, and was much 
esteemed by his employers. 

Neither he nor anyone thought seriously of 
the operation. He naturally declined confes- 
sion to the priest when he was to be operated 
on, and read his Bible and talked freely of 
the gospel. 

“Complications set in, and on my return 
from a visit to a scattered group I heard he 
was worse, and went to see him. To me and 
to his family he was the same as ever. The 
nun asked sus to leave, ‘that the patients 
might rest,’ telling the wife she could return 
later.” 

When she and others returned they found 
a medal round the man’s neck, and were told 
that at his request, the priest had confessed 
him and given him the host! Meanwhile the 
priest on leaving the hospital met other rela- 
tives outside, and supposing them to be Ro- 
manists said: 

“T have just saved a renegade! It cost me 
great trouble, but I have overcome him in 
spite of his Bible.” 

When they told him who they were and 
what they believed he was abusive. 

They all decided to bring the brother away, 
which he desired, saying to his wife: 

“They have made me suffer much. 
tell you at home.” 


I will 


Page 8 


Record of Christian Work. 


Se a ee a NS eee ees 


But he was too exhausted, and died a few 
hours later. 

“We went as usual for the judge’s authori- 
zation to bury, but were told the priests 
claimed the body as he had voluntarily re- 
turned to the church. At the same time we 
were warned against any resistance, and the 
governor of the province telephoned to the 
brother-in-law that he held the family respon- 
sible for any disturbance of the peace, show- 
ing clearly that he would listen to no re- 
monstrance.” 

Fearing-that the natural indignation might 
find vent in some opposition that might mean 
further trouble the believers decided to have 
a meeting for prayer and Scripture reading 
so as to be silent before the Lord while the 
priests with five policemen and a sergeant 
went to the house and took the body from the 
widow and daughters. 

Public opinion was divided, the fanatical 
element rejoicing as in old days around the 
body of a believer in their hands, while “a 
large number was entirely persuaded, as we 
ourselves, that our brother had never con- 
sented for a moment to what had been done. 
And we have learnt the lesson that no evan- 
gelical can go to the public hospital with any 
confidence.” —“Echoes of Service.” 


Native Evangelism in Korea. 


An evangelistic band from China con- 
ducted a 3 months’ campaign among Chinese 
immigrants in Korea last spring, according to 
a report in the “Bible for China.” 

Some 18 cities along the main trunk line 
and the two principal branch lines of the 
Chosen Railway system were entered. Time 
spent in the different cities varied from one 
day to a week or more. Part of the time the 
party was divided into two bands, one work- 
ing along one branch line and the other along 
the other branch line. In some cities only a 
few hundred Chinese were found, in other 
cities several thousand. Over 90% of the 
Chinese in Korea seem to be from Shantung, 
with a scattering fraction from the other 
provinces. 

In practically every place the Chinese cor- 
dially welcomed the band and were respon- 
sive in attending the meetings. They were 
successful in distributing an unlimited num- 
ber of tracts. In several cities a gratifying 
number of names of those interested was 
handed in. In Fusan a building was rented 
and a member of the party left in charge, for 


at least the time being, to conserve the results 
of the effort in a more permanent organiza- 
tion. 

In one city where the most intense interest 
was shown the Korean women of one of the 
churches prayed three months prior to the 
band’s arrival for the Chinese of their city. 

One of the outstanding features of the 
whole trip was the cordiality shown by the 
Christian Koreans in this effort among the 
Chinese in their midst. Their churches and 
halls were freely granted for meetings. Ko- 
rean pastors and evangelists were glad to in- 
vite the visiting evangelists to address their 
congregations. In several of the cities feasts 
were given to the group. In Seoul some of 
the leaders gave a banquet of about one hun- 
dred plates in one of the leading Korean res- 
taurants in the capital. 

“This evangelistic trip was unique in that it 
was not only a time of preaching the Word, 
but also a time of receiving a blessing 
through contact with the Korean churches. 
It was an inspiration to see those huge Ko- 
rean congregations who, out of a poverty 
which seems to be as dire as that of the 
poorer Chinese, build their own churches and 
pay the salaries of their pastors. Once a 
year or oftener more than half of the mem- 
bership come together in smaller or larger 
groups at their own expense to be instructed 
in the Word of God: at least this is true of 
Northern Korea.” 


AFRICAN TROPHIES. 
Congo Faces,—Terrible, but Transfigured. 


One arrives back after furlough with a 
susceptibility to impressions that is not so 
noticeable after further months of life 
among the people. 

The impression that has specially gripped 
me on again coming back is the capacity of 
these Africans for better things. I don’t 
mean only that they have large potentialities, 
but rather that there is a readiness on their 
part to become changed. At home I have 
been telling about them, and have mentioned 
their virtues as well as their pagan vices. 
On arrival here I wished I were again back 
home: I have told only half the story. 

Here are Baenga, Bafoto, Mongo, and 
Ngombi people on the station. What ter- 
rible faces some of them have! The cica- 
trized tribal markings suggest the evil one 


Living Trophies of Grace. 
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One of the meetings held in Berlin by Rev. G. P. Raud, general director of the 
European Christian Mission. 


himself. Can such beings become followers 
of Jesus Christ? One would scarcely believe 
so. Diabolical is the only term that seems 
to fit some of these faces. 

Last Sunday I was preaching at the morn- 
ing service. There, before me, was a crowd 
of about 400° of these folk. I was talking 
about the devilish methods Satan uses to 
destroy men. Rapt attention filled the house. 
In front of me I saw men and women glaring 
at me who well understood what I was try- 
ing to elaborate. I was sure their minds 
were running on ahead of me as I spoke, 
and that with these subjects they were per- 
fectly at home. The sight of these people 
fascinated me until I was near forgetting 
what I wanted to say. Some with elbows 
resting on knees and eyes peering through 
mere slits at me; other with eyes round, 
and with mouths still more widely open as 
though listening with mouths as well as 
ears; but all following with the closest at- 
tention everything I said. Then I moved 
on. I tried to shew God our Father deter- 
mined that Satan should destroy not one 
of them unless they deliberately turned away 
from him. He was doing his utmost to save. 
I told of Jesus who came to shew us our 
Father’s love: of his own love for us,— 
his sacrifice on Calvary, his resurrection, and 
his coming again later to finish his great 
work on our behalf. As this story was told 


I saw eyes light up with new expression. 
Here, a terrible face became subdued with 
feeling; others, whose features were mu- 
tilated with great rows of ugly markings, 
grew eloquent with interest; and all over the 
building one saw the gospel of Jesus doing 
its wonderful work. 
As I left the gathering these men sur- 
rounded me, and one with eyes moist said: 
“Whiteman, I cannot sleep at night for 
thinking over these things you tell us!” 
What a story it is we have to tell! And 
here we have men, who, once savage, now 
sit by night in the flickering firelight of 
their huts and tell again and again the story 
of the forgiveness and the companionship of 
Jesus. These are the men that count. 
There is just one other impression that 
has gripped me on returning here, that of 
the open doors. You ask, What open doors? 
I reply, all the doors, for commerce, for 
education, as well as for evangelization. 
Nothing is closed today. 
* If only we were as eager to enter the 
doors before us as are the commercial men, 
then Africa would be evangelized within 
this decade. Today traders and commercial! 
speculators are making almost incredible 
sacrifices here, and are laying deep founda- 
tions upon which to build their fortunes of 
the future. The children of this world ap- 
pear almost divinely wise and far-seeing. 
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Of course we never forget the sacrifices 


some have made for Africa. Graves ever 
beside us will not allow us to forget what 
God’s people have done for this land. But 
compared with the almost frantic sacrifices 
of the traders to get a quick grip on Africa, 
how slow and almost penurious do our best 
schemes appear ! 

But I am not unduly troubled in spite of 
all these odds. Every time I tell out this 
wonderful story I am sure that some man 
or woman has become more closely bound to 
Jesus, and I thus feel that the purpose of 
God for Africa has been furthered just an- 
other little stage. A great hopefulness for 
Africa possesses one as he sees men from 
the forest come and dwell with us to learn 
of this gospel, and then go home again to 
tell what they have found.—‘Regions Be- 
yond.” 


From the Heart of Africa. 


Preaching Christ in Wukari and district 
is different from what it used to be. No 
longer are the women timid, no longer do 
they run when they see us come, but they are 
keen and often they say to me: 

“Why don’t you come to my house?” 

Mr. Maxwell and I have visited some of 
the villages near, receiving such good at- 
tention and interest in the message. We are 
holding on to God to send a great quickening 
all over this district. It has begun at Kwam- 
bai in Miss Veenstra’s district, and we are 
asking the Lord to let it come on to us, and 
it will. Day and night we cry unto him, and 
surely this is his holy will! 

Yesterday before Nayiga and I left we 
asked the Lord to guide our feet to the 
hearts prepared. We went out on to the wide 
road, and as I went along I said: 

“We will go up this side path. We have 
not visited that part yet.” 

She replied: “It is all overgrown.” 

“But even if it is overgrown they need to 
hear,” and we retraced our steps and went 
that way. 


We were well received everywhere. When: 


we entered the last house and sat down after 
the usual greetings, they seemed friendly, 
but not too sure why we came. When 
Nayiga asked if she should tell them the 
news of God they replied: 

“Our brother is ill, and our hearts are 
hot, and we are soon going to him, so have no 
opportunity to listen.” 


I asked what was wrong with him, was it 
fever, or his lungs, or what. 

“How do we know? Only the men know. 
They do not tell us women.” 

Nayiga said: “It is a pity you let your 
people die when there are those here with 
medicine who could help them.” 

She then went on to show them her scarred 
and twisted hands and scarred body, telling 
them the different names of the bokas (fe- 
tishes) she had sacrificed to to get help and 
healing, and then how we had come to her 
town and preached, how she had sat and 
listened, to go back and think over it all in 
her hut and come to the conclusion that this 
news was the true news, and this God the 
true One too: she would never do boka 
again: and she certainly never has. 

She opened the pictures at the crucifixion. 
There were three old women in the room, and 
as she explained the story the poor old soul 
next to me started weeping. Nayiga said: 

“Don’t weep, but listen until I explain all!” 

By this time another woman had come in, 
and was greatly interested. When Nayiga 
explained that if only they would ask Jesus, 
the Son of God, to come into their hearts he 
would come, they asked him then, the woman 
who had come in last putting her hands on 
the figure of the Lord in the picture. This 
same woman told Nayiga she had been sit- 
ting in her hut alone, and a voice told her to 
get up and go out. She said she had no rea- 
son for doing so, but obeyed, to come along 
and find us. She said: 

“It was the Lord! He wanted me to hear 
of him, and now he will take all temper out 
of my heart, and give me a heart at peace 
with all men.” 

The poor old woman beside me was greatly 
overcome, and could not speak for a long 
time. She then turned to me and said: 

“I will be a mother unto you while I live.” 

We sat on and talked and talked, and when 
we left they escorted us along the road quite 
a way, thanking us again and again for going 
to them. 

I cannot tell you how often in these days 
I praise God for Nayiga. It is really splen- 
did to sit and listen to her preaching Christ’s 
birth, life, his death and all it means to those 
who listen, his burial, resurrection, ascension, 
and also his coming again, with stories and 
illustrations to make it clear. It is cheering, 
too, to see her reading her New Testament at 


They replied :. 


Can You Say This Prayer for New Year’s Day? 
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every opportunity, although she finds it hard. 
Yesterday I read Christ’s crucifixion for her, 
and she was so upset, so annoyed with the 
people who crucified him. I told her of how 
literally the cry, “His blood be on us and on 
our children,” was fulfilled not long after. 
I could not but smile at her reply: 

“Now my heart is cooled !” 

It is wonderful to see how rapidly a soul 
indwelt by the Spirit of God can go forward 
spiritually. What rest it brings to us! One 
feels, Let us stand aside that he may work! 

You will be pleased to know that a woman 
named Wakura publicly witnessed for Christ 
here today,—the first Jukun woman I can re- 
member ever to have done so here in Wukari. 
God grant that many may follow! 

Do continue to help us in prayer for a 
great quickening and revival here at Wukari, 
Donga, Taraba, Takum, and Ibi district,— 
and can we stop there?—an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit over all this dark country !— 
“News-Letter of the Sudan United Mission.” 


JUBILEE CONFERENCE IN CONGO 
BELGE. 


ARTHUR C, BALDWIN. 


The greatest religious gathering of Protes- 
tant forces in the history of missionary work 
in Africa has just taken place in Kinshasa, 
or Leopoldville, on Stanley Pool. Both in 
the size of the conference and in the signifi- 
cance of the matters discussed, “The Congo 
Jubilee and West Africa Conference’ marks 
an epoch in the Christian history of Africa. 

Many of the missions of West Africa are 
represented here, Liberia, Cameroons, and 18 
of the 28 distinct missions which now are 
working in the Congo itself. In addition to 
these have come delegations from the home- 
lands, Sweden, Belgium, France, Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. The last boat 
from Antwerp brought 62 delegates, includ- 
ing three colored men from the Presbyterian 
Church North who are to look over possibili- 
ties for a new work in Liberia. 

That the Belgian colonial government be- 
lieves this conference is important is seen in 
the preferred treatment its members have re- 
ceived. Every courtesy possible has been ac- 
corded. Passport requirements were waived 
as far as cost is concerned. On arrival at 
Matadi four special trains were in readiness, 
and the visitors were sent on to Leopoldville 
with their baggage even ahead of govern- 


A Prayer of Dr. Samuel Johnson for 
New Year’s Day. 


O almighty God, merciful Father, who 
hast continued my life to another year, 
grant that I may spend the time which 
thou shalt yet give me in such obedience 
to thy word and will that finally, I may 
obtain everlasting life! Grant that I may 
repent and forsake my ‘sins before mis- 
eries of age fall upon me, and that while 
my strength yet remains I may use it to 
thy glory and my own salvation, by the 
assistance of thy Holy Spirit. For Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


ment officials. Those who know Congo will 
understand what this means. Business firms 
have placed their autos and trucks at the free 
use of the delegates. 

Great and critical conditions have called 
this conference into being. The fact that 
fifty years of missionary work have passed is 
interesting, but only incidental. The great 
call comes from the rapid economic and in- 
dustrial changes that are creating a new 
Africa before our eyes. It is difficult for us 
in America to realize what is going on, but 
here is a vast colonial empire, situated as 
perhaps the colonies were in the days before 
the Revolution, with vast and untouched pos- 
sibilities. 

Copper deposits, the greatest in the world, 
have been uncovered. Diamond mines are in 
active operation. Steamers, some carrying 
a thousand passengers, pass up and down the 
Congo. Stanley took 999 days to come down 
the river. Now the traveler can cross from 
the east to the west coast in a fortnight. 
There is regular airplane service from the 
coast at Boma to Leopoldville, and from there 
to Stanley Falls and other inland points. It is 
easy to connect with the north and south ar- 
teries and go on to Cape Town. Highways 
for motor trucks are opening the jungle. One 
of 2000 miles in length runs from Thysville to 
Elizabethville, where.the copper mines are. 
The radio and wireless tap the world’s 
thought. Last night at three o’clock here in 
the hotel several of us listened to an hour’s 
talk by Herbert Hoover in Newark, New 
Jersey, and heard a jazz program from 
Rochester, New York. 

Such examples can be multiplied indefi- 
nitely. Gone are the days of Congo’s isola- 
tion and mystery! Willy nilly commerce, 
government, civilization, as known in the 
West, have opened the door. 
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It is easy to perceive that all this brings 
with it intense and pressing human problems. 
With this Western invasion have come in- 
fluences that are reaching to the remotest jun- 
gle villages. In the demand for labor created 
by railways, steamers, and industries, the 
people are pouring out from the villages to 
the larger centers. Here in Leopoldville is a 
native population, for example, of 30,000, peo- 
ple who have come from many tribes up and 
down river. 

Here the evils of civilization, disease, 
drink, immorality, can have and do have easy 
access. The new Congo needs moral and 
spiritual power. The government established 
a school for medical instruction to prepare 
natives to help their people, but Dr. Reppeto, 
medical director for the colony, told the con- 
ference that only 25% of them finish the 
course, and the great need is moral strength 
of character. The governor of this district 
told me in a personal conversation that they 
needed more missionaries here; that we must 
do more at once. The reasons in their minds 
are doubtless not our reasons, but the recog- 
nition of need is clear. 

Plans are announced for codperation of the 
missions and’ the government along medical 
and educational lines. The increasing use of 
French and its requirement by the govern- 
ment create a necessity that every missionary 
coming out to Congo have a speaking knowl- 
edge of the language. The intense activity 
of the Roman Catholic church, which has 
3000 missionaries in the Congo, has brought 
about pressure and even persecution, with 
beatings of our converts. A new native 
church, self-supporting, self-governing, self- 
propagating, is already visible, and calls for 
better trained leaders. 

Thus, the conference meets under favor of 
the government, facing insistent practical 
problems of adjustment and codperation, 
with the pressure of a changing world about 
it. 

May I say in closing that it was a great 
conference, able in personnel, not afraid to 
face these problems, and that in its findings 
and influence it marks a new day for Chris- 
tian work in Africa?—“Watchman-Exam- 
iner” (condensed). 


O God, make me as holy as a saved sin- 
ner can be!—Murray McCheyne. 


It is no small thing to be on terms of 
friendship with God. 


Week of Prayer for the Churches. 


Topics for universal and united prayer 
for the week Sunday January 6 to Satur- 
day January 12, selected by the Federal 
Council of the Churches and the World’s 
Evangelical Alliance, are as follows: 


THE VISION OF THE KINGDOM AND THE 
POWER FOR SERVICE. 


Monday—Thanksgiving and humiliation. 
Tuesday—The Universal church. 
Wednesday—Nations and governments. 
Thursday—Missions. 

Friday—Families, schools and universities. 
Saturday—Home missions. 


CURRENT THOUGHT. 


The evangel had four different contribu- 
tors, and each his own constituency.—Dr. 
F. B. Meyer. 


It is of tremendous importance that we 
keep our respect for law. No game is clean 
unless the players respect the rules. No so- 
ciety is safe unless its members respect its 
rules. 

We ought to be like the Greek philosopher 
Socrates. He was in prison and sentenced to 
death. Some of his friends, by crooked work, 
arranged to set him free. 

“No!” said Socrates. “Above all things we 
should faithfully keep the laws. I will not 
escape.”—Leon C. Marshall. 


We must guard against the strength of 
our desire to do what the law forbids. It is 
easy to rationalize our desires and think that 
we are actuated by a noble motive, as in the 
case of violators of the prohibition law, who 
sometimes think themselves motivated by a 
disinterested zeal for liberty when they are 
obviously actuated by a perfectly selfish de- 
sire for the enjoyments of drinking. . : 
In the second place, we must be willing to 
stand by our guns, to acknowledge that we 
have broken the law, and if necessary to pay 
the penalty. For only in this way can we be 
sure that our lawlessness is conscientious 
rather than merely impulsive or selfish. 
The conscientious objector who deliberately 
chooses punishment and very likely obloquy 
rather than obey what he considers a wicked 
law commands at least our respect, if not our 
approval. But the man who breaks a law in 
an underhanded way and hopes to get away 
with it is deserving of no respect whatever. 
—Prof. Durant Drake in “The New Moral- 
ity.” 


Evangelizing in Latin America. 


Reprinted by permission from the “Christian Advocate.” 


A good many discouragements were 
thrown in my way when the trip to South 
America was proposed. I was told by those 
who knew the land that I could not reach the 
people in whom I had been especially inter- 
ested in India, the intellectuals. And this 
for about four reasons: That I.did not know 
the intellectual and spiritual background of 
the people among whom I was to work; that 
I would have to use interpreters; that the 
intellectuals were indifferent to religion, and 
they would pass by on the other side and let 
one severely alone; and finally that I was 
from North America, and this would be a 
serious handicap, for North Americans are 
not popular in South America (Peru and 
Brazil are possible exceptions,) due to our 
Caribbean policy. Several times the question 
‘of my going was doubtful. In all of these 
things there was some truth, but it turned 
out not to be the truth. 


THE Propt—eM: How to Get Out oF THE 
SHELL. 


The evangelical movement in Latin Amer- 
ica is stronger than I had realized. Through 
almost insuperable obstacles the missionaries 
and the nationals have built up schools and 
churches that have to be reckoned with. 
Many churches are self-supporting, and there 
are some able men in charge of them. Noth- 
ing that I shall say in the rest of this article 
must be construed as detracting from the 
splendid and solid work that has been done. 

Not only have these institutions been built 
up, but there has been the by-product of 
stimulating the Roman Catholic church to 
cleanse its household and to provide priests 
who could compete in fine living with the 
Protestant missionaries and pastors. 

But I found that what had happened in 
India was happening in South America. The 
movement was getting into a shell. It was 
becoming self-contained, an end in itself in- 
stead of a means. Men were busy in keeping 
the machine of their own creation going, and 
in the meantime the great outside world was 
sweeping by and the evangelical movement 
wasn’t in it. Theosophy and spiritism and 
materialism were taking possession of the 
house of man,—soul empty and swept of the 


Rev. E. Stanley Jones, D. D., India. 


traditional faith, The problem was how to 
get out of the churches into the streanrof the 
intellectual, social and spiritual currents that 
were going through the soul of these great 
growing republics. 

In Rio de Janeiro I did not get out. It was 
my first place, and I did not know how to get 
out, nor did the local people know how to get 
me out. We had fairly good meetings in the 
evangelical churches, but I longed to get out 
in touch with this great outside throbbing 
life. I did have one group of prominent in- 
tellectuals to tea, and these splendid men 
were cordial, even warm in their response as 
I put up Christ to them. But one isolated 
meeting with them was not enough. I was 
disappointed in the meetings at Rio, though 
a few outsiders of the middle class made de- 
cisions the last night. 

But I had learned not to fall between stools 
in this way, and I insisted on getting out. At 
Juiz de Fora the meetings were better. The 
Southern Methodists had a standing in the 
city through the magnificent work of their 
college there. The public meeting in the 
Municipal Hall was well attended, with 
representative men. A great many of the 
boys—nearly all, in fact_—made decisions to 
follow Christ. They were practically all 
from Roman Catholic homes. But my three 
days here were too short. 

Sao Paulo, a city of 800,000, the center of 
the coffee trade, found us getting out a bit 
among the intellectuals. The two meetings in 
the Labor Union Hall were well attended and 
the crowds were responsive, some of the 
more interested ones following us to the 
beautiful Southern Methodist Church. The 
single meeting in Ferguson College was 
packed with fine students, and they were 
most cordial in giving a real hearing. The 
best meeting was in the Y. M. C. A., where 
we had an after-meeting in which quite a 
number stayed for personal surrender to 
Christ. This meeting had the grip of a real 
battle on it. Here I was at grips with the 
tossed, doubting soul of Latin America. The 
feeling was tense. 

I haven’t time or space to tell of the morn- 
ing meeting with the Christian workers, 
where we studied the method of approach in 
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evangelism, nor can I tell of the night meet- 
ings in the Evangelical Church, meetings 
packed with eager listeners, responsive to 
invitations to find what they needed. 


“TLooKING FoR A PLACE To Be CONVERTED.” 


My first meeting in Montevideo was a 
luncheon at the Y. M. C. A. with leading 
skeptics and others. I sat between the lead- 
ing lady doctor of Uruguay, representative 
on the League of Nations regarding the 
white slave traffic, and a prominent lady who 
informed me that she was a Roman Catholic, 
but “I do not practise it,’ she concluded. 
Then she went around the circle and pointed 
out practically all the other women who were 
in the same position. 

At the close of my address the lady doctor 
said: “Well, if that is religion, how can we 
speak against it?” 

They had been rejecting a caricature. 

One of the prominent lawyers, a brilliant 
lady, said to a friend: 

“Since attending these addresses I have 
been so impressed that I have been looking 
for a place to be converted.” 

A place to be converted! I wonder if she 
has found it? Can the evangelical churches 
provide her a spiritual home? 

The meetings in the Crandon School for 
Girls were fruitful. These girls had not 
escaped the general skepticism that seems to 
infect the atmosphere. But they were re- 
sponsive when they saw that I was not 
shocked when they opened their skeptical 
young hearts and told me of the doubts and 
problems brooding there. Many made deci- 
sions to follow Christ. The meetings in the 
Wee Vin @ amon detiem Ven Vien Gr Aumnwere 
crowded, the latter to overflowing, and it was 
the type of people I was longing to get hold 
of, the skeptical-minded and those over 
whom the Great Sadness has come. The 
meetings in the Atheneo and the university 
were well attended and responsive. 

The Uruguayans are a lovable people, and 
when they presented me with their national 
flag and sang in Spanish at the dock as the 
ship went out, “God Be with You Till We 
Meet Again,” it was not easy to keep back 
the rising regrets at leaving so delightful a 
people. 


In Buenos Aires we had a luncheon with 
fifteen of the outstanding men of the country: 
two rectors of universities, a dean of phi- 


losophy, the editor of the leading daily, the 
head of the department of education, several 
lawyers, and others of that standing. I 
could feel the iciness of their skepticism for 
the first few moments I was addressing them, 
but things changed when they saw that the 
faith that I held was not blindfolded. 

This attitude toward religion came to them 
as a surprise, and the surprise led to deep 
appreciation, and in the case of one at least to 
a complete transformation. Some days later 
I saw him and he said: 

“That day was the happiest day of my 
life! Since then I have been in a new world. 
I had been brought up in the Roman Catholic 
church, lost my faith through wide -reading, 
have been trying to regain it, but that day I 
opened my heart to Christ, and he has come 
in, and I have been a happy man ever since. 
A new world has opened up to me!” 

He occupies one of the places of greatest 
influence in Latin America. 

This group in the inmost depths were not 
essentially different from a group of fifty 
American business men who met at luncheon 
in the hotel. As we sat down the chairman 
implied—more than implied,—he spoke out 
and said that this group would not be in- 
terested in religion, but might be interested in 
the economic condition of India. At the 
close he said with deep feeling: 

“T take it all back! I am glad you talked 
to us in this way. This is what we need.” 


EVANGELISM FILLED THE BUILDINGS. 


The public meetings for outsiders were 
held in the Y. M. C. A., and they were 
crowded, and we were able to hold after- 
meetings for those who wanted to find Christ. 
These after-meetings seemed a natural se- 
quel to the meetings, for it would have been 
wrong to those passion-tossed youth not to 
express their emotion in seeking. There was 
a feeling in some quarters that if a definite 
and aggressive evangelism were carried on 
in the Y. M. C. A. it would empty the build- 
ings. We found, on the contrary, that it 
filled them, for men want nothing so much as 
they want God, if they only knew it! 

I spoke to several hundred of the teachers 
of the Morris schools, schools run by a Mr. 
Morris, an Englishman, now become an Ar- 


‘gentine, who has lost himself in the life of 


the poor children of the city. He has 6000 


Crowded Meetings and After-Meetings. 
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children in his schools, and the whole of this 
splendid work is supported locally. The min- 
ister of Education arose at the close, and be- 
fore these teachers and government inspectors 
whole-heartedly backed my Christian plea. 

“This was your greatest moment in Latin 
America,” said Dr. Brown, the efficient pastor 
of the American Church, “for this will echo 
through the whole of the educational system 
of Argentina.” 

I broke into this series in Buenos Aires 
long enough to go to Rosario for a day and a 
half. Here in this day and a half I gave nine 
addresses, one of them in the University Hall 
to a fine crowd. It was the first time an 
evangelical address had been given here, and 
some of the pastors exclaimed : 

“Wonderful that you could speak to those 
people in such a place, and there was no dis- 
turbance of any kind, only breathless atten- 
tion !” 

But why not? Are not men made for this? 


Crowpvep AFTER-MEETINGS. 


I haven’t space to tell of the series of meet- 
ings in the American Church for both Span- 
ish and English-speaking people. These 
' meetings were crowded, sometimes to over- 
flowing, and hundreds expressed their inten- 
tion to lead a new life. 

“T have never seen people respond so easily 
and without urging,’ said an experienced 
worker. 

We also had a series in the Anglican Ca- 
thedral at noontime for men. All these and 
the morning meetings for workers must be 
passed over, for Chile awaits, and here I had 
the best meetings of the whole trip. 


Santiago is a beautiful city surrounded by 
snow-capped peaks. 

Our first meeting was in the University 
Hall. There was only one condition attached 
to my speaking here, that I must not preach 
Bolshevism! It was the first time an evan- 
gelical address had been given there. The 
beautiful hall was packed with the finest peo- 
ple of the city, and the high priestess of 
theosophy had to go to the third balcony for 
a seat! They were wonderful in their cour- 
teous, respectful attention. 

This was a good beginning for the meet- 
ings in Santiago, and this beginning was fol- 
lowed up by having the rest of the public 
meetings in a neutral public hall, the Swiss 
Hall. This neutral ground made it possible 
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for people who would not have come to 
either the Y or the evangelical churches. 
This series in the Swiss Hall proved to be 
the best I had had so far, both in numbers 
and response. Several hundred extra chairs 
had to be put in, and yet hundreds stood. 
My audiences in India were not more re- 
sponsive than these, and yet the audience was 
largely made up of skeptics, theosophists, and 
Roman Catholics. 

Each night I had an after-meeting for ques- 
tions and for personal decision. Sometimes 
we went on for nearly three hours, and yet 
they stayed on! The last night was one of 
the greatest meetings I was ever in, for that 
night when I asked for those to stay for per- 
sonal surrender to Christ, about five hundred 
stayed. I quite realize that the Latin Ameri- 
can is polite and courteous, so that this after- 
meeting with five hundred in it must not be 
taken at its face value; but it certainly meant 
that here was heart-hunger of a deep kind. 
They asked me to pray for and with them. 
My Chilean interpreter, as surprised as I 
was, remarked to me: 

“It has never been seen this way in Chile 
before—not among this class! This is a new 
day!” 

One leading theosophist said: “Well, if I 
had known the gospel meant this I should 
never have become a theosophist!” 

“When a Chilean of German extraction 
mounted the platform and proposed that they 
give me the Chilean hug, and did so, I knew 
that it was their way of saying, “Hallelu- 
jah!” and of showing their gratitude for the 
gospel. I took it as such and passed it on to 
Christ, the author of that gospel! A good 
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many of these signed up to join study groups 
on the life of Christ. 

The girls of Santiago College, nearly all of 
whom made a decision, showed their gratt- 
tude by presenting me with a Chilean flag 
(how wonderfully patriotic these people 
are!) and by forming themselves into an 
“Ever-Serving Jesus Club.’ And yet they 
were nearly all from Roman Catholic or 
skeptical homes. 

I addressed the School of Pedagogy, per- 
haps the first time an evangelical message had 
been given there. The question of a youth 
at the close revealed the ordinary mind about 
God: 

“What do you mean by God as a working 
fact?” 

God as a dogmatic assertion they knew 
about, but God as a working experimental 
fact they knew nothing about. 


The meetings in Santiago were the best so 
far, but those in Valparaiso in some respects 
were to be better. 

My first engagement on arrival was a 
luncheon with the editors of the daily papers. 
It was great to sit around the table and talk 
to these splendid men about Christ. Two 
other public luncheons were held, one with 
the educationalists and one with a mixed 
group. The leading educationalist said rather 
sadly: 

“T wish I could live what he is talking 
about, but I cannot!’’ 

He felt the demand of the ideal, but had 
not tasted the power that lies at the heart of 
the gospel. 

The opening public meeting in Valparaiso 
was in the Atheneo, and it was so packed 
that many were turned away. There was not 
the slightest sense of uneasiness when I 
passed on in my address to Christ and his 
claims. The fact is that the attention became 
breathless as Christ began to grow luminous 
before them. This meeting had the best peo- 
ple of the city in it, including representatives 
of the educational and the military depart- 
ments of the government. 


“STANDING BETWEEN Two ALTARS.” 


At the close of this meeting three Chilean 
ladies, one an atheist, another a theosophist 
and the third a Roman Catholic, asked me if 
I would address the upper class of each of 
the public high schools as they were prepared 
to bring the group together in one place. 
This was interesting in view of the fact that 
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Roman Catholicism is the state religion of 
Chile. These students were so responsive 
that they did most of the speaking by their 
eager listening. Then it was proposed by the 
teachers themselves that I talk to all the 
public school teachers of the city. They 
filled the Atheneo, and no one could have 
asked for a more intelligent and responsive 
crowd than these teachers. They requested 
that my address, in which I pleaded for 
Christian character in the teacher, be pub- 
lished in their educational journal. And yet 
they were supposed to be skeptics! They 
were just empty-souled folks, “standing be- 
tween two altars, one dead, the other not yet 
born.” 

It was arranged that I have a conference 
with some of the Roman Catholic priests of 
the city. But the bishop put his foot on it. 
His clergy must not be corrupted ! 

The meetings in the Y were quite as good 
as those in the Swiss Hall at Santiago. The 
question time was illuminating. It revealed 
the interest—and problem—spots. They usu- 
ally centered around three things: Roman 
Catholicism, theosophy, and God. Some have 
taken to all sorts of cults that seem to offer 
them something. There are cults of Neopla- 
tonism worshiping Psyche and Cupid. Spir- 
itism lures many to its quackery and its 
quagmires. The confusion is as bad as when 
the mystery cults made their way into Rome 
when the old was dying. 

In the last meeting at the Y several hun- 
dred stayed for the after-meeting. It is true 
that some of them did not grasp the full 
significance of what it meant (one said that 
I had held “mass” after the meeting), but 
the sense of divine power was upon these 
after-meetings, and many found new lives. 

When we came to that last service my in- 
terpreter and I were both worn. We had 
talked for six solid hours that day, and all 
the way along I had taken about four meet- 
ings on the average: but our resources never 
failed ! 

As the boat pulled out from Valparaiso, at 
the dock to wave goodbye were Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Salvationists, theosophists, 
and a group of Roman Catholic school girls 
brought by a theosophist teacher. They 
waved me to come back. I would like to! I 
feel as though I had just learned to approach 
these lovable folks of Latin ‘America. I 
wish I could begin all over again! 


Editorial Briefs. 


In Bertrand Russell’s recent book on scep- 
ticism he sets forth the idea that sin is geo- 
graphical, after a survey of marriage cus- 
toms in different ages and lands.. His next 
step is the conclusion that the notion of sin 
is illusory. 

It shows how a trained thinker can err 
when he surveys only part of the evidence. 
Sin is a fact before God. Its pedigree and 
ravaging character are revealed in God’s 
Word, which is supported by the tragic ex- 
perience of the human heart and conscience 
ever since Adam and Eve fell. Superficial 
notions such as Russell exploits are arrived 
at only by shutting one’s eyes to facts a 
sceptic does not want to see. 

* * * * * 


Every now and then an old theme comes 
before us in a new dress. 

Full consecration is an old experience in 
man’s dealings with God, the idea unfolding 
with successive revelations of God’s will and 
claims. 

After the World War a young widow in 
England, whose husband was killed in the 
war, erected a memorial in a little church in 
Essex on which were these words: 


“All he had, all he hoped 
to have, he gave.” 
What a standard this glorious example of 
patriotism sets for Christian discipleship ! 


Faith v. Credulity. 


Prejudice against a word often arises 
from a misconception. An aversion to a per- 
son is sometimes due to a trivial misunder- 
standing, or even to association with others. 
This is unjust. In like manner many are 
suspicious of a word because of its use by 
people whose character may be unworthy. 
The unhappy memory of those who have 
used the term brings it into ill repute, or 
gives it a perverted significance. 

Nowhere is this more true than in the field 
of religious thought. To some the term 
evangelical is an offence for no other reason 
than that it has come in a few cases to con- 
note what is bigoted or intolerant. To 
others evolution is equivalent to atheism or 
agnosticism. Such misconception is not pos- 
sible to a truly thoughtful person, but it is 
surprising how insidious and persistent a 
prejudice may become. Thus it is that some 
ministers find it necessary to substitute for 
terms once in common use some other words 


to convey their meaning. For example, they 
speak of the salvage of a life instead of the 
saving of a soul; of living life to the full in- 
stead of devoted service. ; 

The term faith has perhaps suffered from 
prejudice as much as any other word in a re- 
ligious significance. In business, in social re- 
lations, and in every other association it is in 
common usage. Having faith in a man or 
an enterprise conveys a definite attitude on 
the part of one who uses the term. But in 
religious experience to many it is synonymous 
with credulity. Often we have felt that a 
freer use of so commonplace a resource as a 
good dictionary would remove many of these 
unreasonable prejudices, to the infinite help 
of those who suffer from such misconcep- 
tions. Credulity is a disposition to believe on 
slight or uncertain evidence. Faith is the 
antithesis of this: it is belief upon reasonable 
evidence. The credulous believes on irra- 
tional evidence, the man of faith on rational 
evidence. : 

Science makes no less demand upon faith 
than religion. It is reasonable belief that 
distinguishes the true savant from the charla- 
tan. The one demands research for every 
hypothesis, the other accepts or proclaims 
without attestation of experiment. 

Jurisprudence demands reasonable 
dence for determining a cause. 

In business credit, which is only another 
word for faith, calls for evidence of integ- 
rity and resources. Credulity and faith are 
the determining factors between speculation 
and sound investment. 

Not only are business and professional life 
based upon faith, but society itself coheres 
only by faith. When distrust displaces faith 
there is anarchy, whether in the family, in 
the community or the nation. If without 
faith it is impossible to please God, it might 
also be truthfully added that without faith it 
is impossible to please our fellow man. Na- 
tions have experienced the throes of san- 
guine revolutions when faith in their rulers 
has failed, evidenced alike in France in the 
18th century and in Russia in the 20th. 

When so universal an experience is recog- 
nized in every relationship in life it is strange 
that its rightful claim should be disallowed 
by some in the realm of the spirit. Again 
and again instances occur in the Bible where 
the basis for faith is set forth in the evidence 
of past experience of God’s dealings with his 
people. The prophet Malachi represents the 


evi- 
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Lord challenging his people “to prove” him 
and thus find reasonable evidence for their 
faith. Our resurrected Lord shows his dis- 
ciples the evidences of his crucifixion to con- 
firm their faith in his conquest over death. 
Faith is at once an exercise of the will to 
believe and the rational powers to examine 
the evidence, issuing in affection for the su- 
preme object of trust. Lack of faith in a 


fellow man without reason is an affront: lack 


of faith in God is a gesture of defiance. It 


is not enough, however, to acknowledge be- 
lief in divine truths: it is incumbent upon us 
to have that belief a rational one. We are 
enjoined to be ready always to give an an- 
swer to every man that asks of us a reason 
of the hope that is in us, with meekness and 
fear. : 


The Attitude of Prayer. 
Rev. Samuel M. Shoemaker, Jr., New York. 


If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you! John 15. 7. 


Prayer, much more than conduct, is reli- 
gion active and at work. It is common today 
for us to measure the amount of a man’s re- 
ligion by the number of his good deeds. 
There are many who comfort themselves 
with the excellence of their own Christianity 
because they are charitably disposed, and 
who look upon prayer as a sentimental super- 
fluity, the pious pastime of unoccupied or in- 
troverted people. It was not so in Jesus’ 
mind. For him the crucial and cardinal 
thing in life was to be in communion with 
the Father. All the kindness and courage 
and honesty in the world could not make up 
for the lack of it. I think he viewed these 
things as the natural manward expression of 
this Godward attitude. Prayer was the 
breath of his life,—constant, believing, sur- 
rendered, assured prayer. Without prayer 
he did not attempt to live: nor did he expect 
his followers to subsist upon the dry spir- 
itual provender of their own moral effort. 


CAUSES OF PRAYERLESSNESS. 


We have to face the fact that a good many 
people have given up praying in this day. 
The causes for it are various. 

Some are simply concerned with other 
things, mostly selfish things, with which 
prayer is incompatible. 

Others, more thoughtful, say that a God 
in a law-abiding universe cannot take notice 
of personal requests, or grant them. They 
say that we beheld during the war, what 
must continue at all times, the spectacle of 
conflicting prayer, Germans praying for vic- 
tory and Frenchmen praying for victory 
when only one side could possibly win. 

Or they say that the plain fact is God does 


not answer the prayers we send up: and 
early in our lives that practical skepticism 
takes place which is based on experience. 

Or else, they may believe much in God, in 
his love and his interest, but, they say, he 
knows already that we have need of all these 
things,—and why beseech him for them? 

The objections lie along two lines. Some 
feel that we are boxed in a mechanistic uni- 
verse where prayer is impossible, others 
that we are at home in the universe of an all- 
knowing and all-loving God where prayer is 
unnecessary. 

Now to answer these objections we need to 
go back a long way, back to the need for 
prayer not only in the personal depths of hu- 
man souls, but, as it seems to me, in the na- 
ture of existence. For I believe that the 
roots of prayer are hidden deeper than in the 
lonely longings of individual hearts: I think 
they lie buried in the whole plan and scheme 
of things. 


A PurRpPosEFUL UNIVERSE. 

All meaning in our own existence, all pos- 
sibility of looking out upon passionless and 
indifferent nature,—on such cold nights as 
we have had, tormenting men and animals 
with suffering,—all contemplation of the 
strange mysteries of life if it is not to be 
accompanied with a pang of frightened hor- 
ror, depend upon our faith in some purpose 
for this universe. There is but one explana- 
tion of the universe which does not require 
some prior explanation: that is that it is the 
handiwork of a deity with a good will seek- 
ing to realize in progressive creation an in- 
telligible good in which we can share. There 
is no middle ground possible between such a 
view and skepticism about discovering any 
rational view of it whatever. You may call 
it a leap of faith to think in terms of a uni- 
verse with purpose, but I tell you it is a leap 
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of folly to plunge back into the agnosticism 
which confronts you when you turn to look 
in the other direction. In the cool abstraction 
of what we like to call pure reason we may 
deny such a purpose, but as a matter of 
practical fact most of us act every day as 
though there were purpose in the universe, 
and in our lives: and we can act no other. 

Now if you grant the possibility of such a 
purpose for the whole, then the great aim 
and object for every sentient and conscious 
part will be to seek, with the deity, the great 
end which stands complete in his infinite 
mind, God’s blueprint for creation. Prayer 
at its best is not a childish effort to persuade 
God to change his mind in favor of our sug- 
gestions: it is the effort to conform our fluc- 
tuating and self-beguiled will into the like- 
ness of God’s will. A man may be as modern 
as he likes, as steeped in scientific faith in the 
law-abidingness of the material creation, and 
yet hold by this kind of prayer. If God 
exists, with a purpose for the world in his 
mind, our lives will find significance and 
point as progressively we discover that part 
of the plan which affects us and which we 
affect, and then carry out our part of the 
whole as best we can. 

This may sound simple and logical enough 
when you talk about it in the abstract. 
Granted the premise of a purposeful God, 
prayer follows, the kind of prayer which 
seeks cooperation with him. The difficulty 
begins when you attempt to draw down this 
question from the regions of speculation into 
the region of actuality. It is one thing to 
admit that prayer may be a fact, it is another 
to make it the basis of all our major life- 
choices, and submit ourselves permanently to 
its influence. 

We need to realize, I think, the long his- 
tory of prayer. When we reject it, we stand 
aside from a great company of brave experi- 
menters with life. 

Romain Rolland said that “only the mean 
of spirit never need to pray.” Carlyle called 
prayer “the native and deepest impulse of the 
soul of man.” We should all probably be 
amazed at the amount of attempted prayer in 
the world. 

And then there is a great company of 
finders, discoverers, in this field. Many 
would say what Forbes Robinson said: 

“T am feeling comfort at night in simply 
telling him all,—feelings which I cannot ex- 
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plain to anyone else, asking him to interpret, 
to sift, to allow the better to live, to anni- 
hilate the untrue.” 


Wuy Prayer Is not REAL. 

Let us come now to some of the reasons 
why prayer is not real to us! 

First, I believe, because of practical unbe- 
lief in God. 

I know people who try to pray when as a 
matter of fact God for them is simply the un- 
explained residuum after they have made 
what they could of the facts life brings them. 
When they pray they turn themselves out- 
ward toward some vague cosmic ether, and 
then begin to slide back along its waves till 
they wind up by talking to themselves, and 
wondering whether prayer is anything but 
thinking about mysteries too great for us. 

That is not prayer! You cannot pray un- 
less you either believe in God, or else believe 
in the possibility of God, and seek him with 
the honesty of admitting your unbelief and 
giving him a chance to dispel it. Ii God is a 
gas, or an unexplained residuum, or a force, 
or just the aggregation of accumulated hu- 
man idealism, prayer is a farce. Now do 
not try to visualize God when you pray! It 
is impossible, and you do not need to visual- 
ize in order to realize him. But you must be- 
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lieve in God, or be ready to believe in him, 
if prayer is to be anything but talking to our- 
selves in a somewhat oblique fashion. 

A second great enemy to prayer is apathy. 

We want no earnestness to continue repeat- 
ing the formulas of prayer we learned long 
ago. But to pray, to seek the mind of God, 
to purge out our own self-will, to subject our 
own spirits and plumb the depths of God’s 
will, requires utter earnestness. 

To pray as Jesus prayed requires the will- 
ingness to live with energy: for the fruits 
of prayer are not always peace, they are 
sometimes struggle. 

It is impossible to pray without purpose 
and intention. When we come in at the end 
of a tiring day, and fling ourselves wearily 
down beside our beds to say a few thoughts 
out toward the Father of our spirits, we are 
engaged in the most colossal experience of 
which we are capable, the true living-out of 
the purpose of our lives. We ought to pray 
in the morning if for no other reason than 
that physical weariness increases apathy, and 
apathy kills prayer. As St. Anthony said: 

“We pray as much as we desire, and we 
desire as much as we love.” 

A third cause for unreal prayer is im- 
patience. 

We all want our own way, and we want it 
quickly. The fever of irritability which we 
often feel towards others who do not fall in 
with our desires we carry over towards God 
himself, and some people who do not pray are 
really snubbing God because he did not do 
something they asked him to do. “Why 
didn’t he heal my child? Why didn’t he get 
me work? Why didn’t he give me comfort 
in my sorrow?” The heat of that kind of 
spiritual petulance withers the green life out 
of prayer. 

Real praying takes time,—time to formu- 
late, time to express, time to reconsider, time 
to be answered. 

One thinks of George Miiller, who said he 
could count 25,000 answered prayers in his 
life, but who prayed for one man for 62 
years, and still his prayer went unanswered. 
That is patience in prayer. 

One thinks of our Lord, burning with 
eagerness to see the salvation of the world, 
praying his Father for the spiritual reser- 
voirs of heaven to be opened upon all flesh, 
yet content if, coming down from a moun- 
tain of vision, he could heal one epileptic 


boy, or cast out seven devils from one 
woman. That is patience in prayer. 

To pray we must believe that God knows 
more than we, and we must be ready for a 
quick answer, or a delayed answer, or an 
answer contrary to our desires. All real 
pray-ers are patient not only in their lives, 
but in their praying. 

But by far the greatest hindrance to prayer 
is the indifference or opposition of our wills 
to the will of God. 

Only occasionally are most of us mindful 
of the grand sweep of the purpose of al- 
mighty God: generally we are hot with de- 
sire for the accomplishment of some frag- 
ment of self-will. Prayer for us at such 
times is not nestling our will into the sur- 
rounding will of God: it is bringing to God 
some fatherless, independent scheme of our 
own. Vainly do we beseech him while we 
stand wholly outside his purpose, and then we 
wonder why he cannot answer. 

The vast majority of us are eaten up of 
self-will. From dawn till dusk we are pur- 
suing our private purpose, regardless of 
whether it accords with God’s plan for the 
whole. And prayer for us is simply an at- 
tempt to persuade God to bless a plan in its 
development which he never sanctioned in its 
beginning. It is mere egotism, mere self- 
will, mere independence, pushing itself clear 
up into the face of God, and asking his 
benediction where we never thought to ask 
his consent. 

Many of us know full well that prayer 
would be a mockery for us, because we know 
that the first word of prayer must be, ‘“‘Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” and in the 
asking of that question our desires would die, 
and our prayer be made of no effect. 

Thomas a Kempis said: “Oh, what I suf- 
fer within while I think on heavenly things 
in my mind! The company of fleshly things 
cometh against me when I pray.” 

That could be echoed from the hearts of 
almost all of us were we honest about why 
prayer is not real to us. We have never 
murdered the desires which conflict with 
prayer, and therefore we have given up pray- 
ing. 

How Make Prayer REAL? 

What shall we do, then? How shall we 
make prayer real to ourselves? How shall 
we cultivate the attitude of prayer? 

Only by the entire surrender of our lives 
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to the will of God, leaving no exceptions and 
no loopholes. 

Mrs. Herman, in her wonderful book 
called “Creative Prayer,” says: 

“There is only one thing indispensable,— 
a soul willing to let go of self and to live 
henceforth in God.” 

God has a plan for the universe, and for 
the world, and for New York, and for Cal- 
vary Church, and for your family, and for 
you: a plan that includes every detail, and 
reckons with all the responsibilities we so 
anxiously assume as though he would forget 
them, and which applies every minute of 
every day. There is no situation in your 
life, of disappointment, or error, or sorrow, 
or even sin, with which he cannot deal. The 
reason you pray so ineffectually about that 
situation which is in your mind at the present 
moment is probably that you pray frantically, 
or pray impatiently, or pray independently 
of God, or pray in theoretical commitment 
of it to God all the while you still keep upon 
it the hands of human manipulation. 

Some of you, as you are, CAN’T pray. It 
is a sentimental pastime. It is painting the 
outside of a wall that is rotten. It is spray- 
ing rose-water in an atmosphere of poison. 
It is asking God to correct a detail when the 
whole thing is based wrong. Don’t listen to 
anybody who tells you just to keep on pray- 
ing! He is your enemy and not your friend. 
Begin with an unusual prayer: begin by say- 
ing, “Lord, I give over my self-will, and my 
own desires! You can have your own way 
with me! You can have my whole life, and 
cleanse it, and help me to start fresh!” I 
know that as you are you can get a certain 
peace in prayer, but it is a counterfeit peace. 
“Verily you have your reward,” but it is 
a substitute for that peace of God which 
passes all understanding and for that knowl- 
edge of the will of God which is the blessing 
of all who really pray. 

You have not prayed deeply if you have 
not found out long since that asking for 
things is secondary to asking for God. The 
great reward of prayer is the possession of 
God and the creative, progressive knowledge 
of his will. 

And you have not thought much about 
prayer if you still cling to a childish faith 
in unconditionally answered prayer. Jesus 
never made such promises to us. Prayer 
with him had its condition. “Father, if it 
be possible . . nevertheless, not my will, 


but thine!” And for us he named the condi- 
tion, “If ye abide in me and my words abide 
in you ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you!” “If ye abide in me.” 
Are you abiding in Christ? Is he the center 
of your enthusiasm, the soul of your ambi- 
tion? Is he the person you would most like 
to imitate, cross and all? Do “his words 
abide in you”? Do you set your prayers in 
the light of your Bible? Do you repeat to 
yourself his promises, his warnings, his 
yearnings over the children of men, so that 
your will becomes one with his will? For 
if these things are becoming an actuality in 
your life prayer is growing with them into 
a blessed possession which no man can take 
from you. 

Such prayer becomes not only a custom of 
regular times apart with God, public times 
for prayer and private times for prayer, 
which both have their place in the long train- 
ing of the human soul, but prayer becomes, 
as I think our Lord meant it should, an at- 
titude, a steady direction of the will and the 
mind towards God. 

I shall never forget hearing Dr. Jowett 
near the end of his life when he had been 
suffering and was taking exercises for his 
back, and he used the exercises as parallels 
to the exercise of prayer, and then he defined 
prayer as “the Godward poise.” I have al- 
ways remembered that phrase: prayer is the 
Godward poise. 

O my friends, let us come out of all child- 
ish requests, and learn that to pray is to want 
to find and do God’s will! Let us ask for 
minds and wills that in every situation turn 
spontaneously back to God, as a weather- 
vane points into the wind, as the needle of a 
compass finds the North! Resting there in- 
tent upon his desire we shall conform our 
wills to his: and whatsoever we shall ask 
shall be done unto us! 


O God, who hast made us incurably incom- 
plete without thee, and hast set the thirst for 
communion with thee deep within our hearts, 
teach us to pray! Forgive the old selfish 
prayers of the past! Give us a great love for 


‘thy will, even where it conflicts with our 


dearest desires! Center all our desires upon 
thee, and grant us that poise of soul which 
comes from putting thy will first in all 
things! Through him by whom all true 
prayer approaches to thy mercy-seat, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Lord’s Prayer—IV. 
“Thy Will Be Done!” 
Rev. Donald Fraser, D. D., Central Africa. 


I fear that our ordinary talk about the 
will of God is sheer paganism. We seem to 
have an underlying belief that God is a ma- 
lignant deity, planning disaster for his people. 
When calamity comes, sickness and disap- 
pointment, and all our plans are upset, we 
are accustomed to say, “We must submit to 
the will of God!” When death comes and 
God takes our dearest we say, “We must re- 
sign ourselves to God’s will!” 

We only think of God’s will along the line 
of what is disagreeable and thwarting. When 
the sun is shining, and the wind is on the 
heath, and the powers of life are running in 
ripples, we don’t recognize immediately that 
God is then doing his will too. We are not 
accustomed to say when the joy of life is 
upon us: 

“The will of God be done!” 

There is an old monkish hymn we used to 
sing a great deal which is full of this pagan 
view : 

My God and Father, while I stray 

Far from my home in life’s rough way, 
Oh teach me from my heart to say, 
“Thy will be done!” 

Though dark my path and sad my lot, 
Let me be still and murmur not, 


Or breathe the prayer divinely taught, 
“Thy will be done!” 


The whole idea of the hymn seems to be 
that God’s will is only manifested in pain and 
all that we dislike most. 

Now I suggest to you that this is entirely 
contrary to Jesus’ teaching and all that he 
says about the will of God. God’s thoughts 
for men, his will, are the perfect pattern of 
life for us expressed in joy and sorrow and 
always planned-in love. Pleasure and ease 
alone do not build our manhood and woman- 
hood any more than constant sunshine, with- 
out night or shadow, will allow the flowers 
and trees to grow and flourish. Dark and 
shade are necessary for our health. 

It isa great mercy that we are not allowed 
to plan our own lives, lest we choose only the, 
sweet and reject the bitter. The psalmist 
says that God is in the night as well as in the 
day. “Day unto day uttereth speech, night 
unto night showeth knowledge.” 

So Jesus says: “My meat is to do the will 
of him that sent me”: and that meat was so 


sweet and so palatable that he says, “I de- 
light to do thy will, O my God!” Yet the 
will of God led him through Gethsemane to 
Calvary. We can say there is no joy too 
great in life but Jesus has drunk the cup of 
that joy, and there is no path so thorny and 
painful but the feet of Jesus have trod that 
path before us. 

We are nearer the Christian interpretation 
of the will of God when we sing: 

I bow to thee, sweet will of God, 
And all thy ways adore, 

And every day I live I seem 

To love thee more and more! 

That is the expression of our faith in God’s 
love and his purpose for us and for his 
world,—God who sees the end from the be- 
ginning, and who plans everything accord- 
ingly. 

Some of us can easily recognize the hand 
of God in history as we look back on the 
long processes of the world, but it is another 
thing to recognize his hand in our own in- 
dividual life. We may recognize in the long 
patient adjustments and compensations that 
God is love, and that his love is like a great 
swelling torrent passing over the history of 
mankind, but we are not so sure we have any 
part in that moving full stream of love as we 
stand on the banks and see its swelling flood. 
Yet right out from the river there is 
stretched a hand, and on the palm of that 
hand my name is written. “The Lord think- 
eth upon me.” Then I am drawn into the 
torrent of love, and find that God’s will and 
purposes for the days of my life are purposes 
of love, and God’s will is the sweetest way. 


il. 


To do the will of God is the highest stand- 
ard of life. Matthew 7. 21-27. 

You are familiar with the story of the man 
who builded his house upon rock and the 
other man who builded his house upon sand. 
A great many of you have been saying that 
is the difference between a man whose life is 
founded on faith and a man whose life is not 
founded on faith. It is not so. It is the dif- 
ference between a man who does God’s will 
and a man who does not do God’s will. 

In this parable you see Christ’s standards 
of excellence, and they are tremendously dif- 
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ferent from the human standards of excel- 
lence. 

Here is a great preacher! We envy him, 
and call him a prince of the church. We 
envy his power to sway the multitude and 
expound the great things of God, and we say 
he is one of God’s great servants. 
may be that a man who shines in the pulpit is 
ugly in his private life, selfish, vain, with 
low motives. And if love is the greatest 
thing in the world he has missed the greatest 
treasure, and he is not greatest in the king- 
dom of God. 

We think of wealth, and we call the rich 
great men. We havea silly way of speaking 
of a person “inheriting a fortune” when we 
mean that a man or woman comes into a 
great sum of money. I think in most cases 
we would speak more truly if we spoke of 
him or her as “inheriting a calamity.” 

When Boswell was driving past a beautiful 
estate with Dr: Johnson he pointed to this 
estate and said: 

“How happy the owner of that estate must 
be!” 

Johnson replied: “Sir, wealth saves men 
but from one evil, and that is poverty.” 

_ That is a true word, for greatness and 
happiness do not go with wealth, and too 
often one has seen how the worst thing in 
the world that can happen to a family is that 
the father should become rich. 

We envy those in high authority, and those 
who have a great reputation, and we have 
another foolish phrase, “As happy as a king.” 
There is no greater irony in the world, for 
surely the last place to look for happiness is 
in the man or woman in high position and 
with great authority, and last of all in regal 
circles. 

Come then and look at Christ’s values, and 
his standards of life! The prince of the 
kingdom is he who does the will of God. In 
the last day there may be many who will get 
great surprises, for they will come and say, 
“Lord, we have done mighty works in thy 
name! All the church papers published our 
portraits. We cast out devils in thy name, 
and preached to crowded churches.” Then 
will he profess and say, “I never knew you!” 
because mighty works are not the sign of the 
children of God, but the doing of God’s will. 

What was Brother Lawrence that he 
should teach the church of Jesus? He was 
not an archbishop, or the founder of an 


Bateite: 


order, but he washed dishes in the kitchen, 
and in that menial service he found his op- 
portunity for practising the presence of God, 
and found in the lowliest work the holiest of 
all, doing God’s will. 

Each one of us has our place in God’s plan 
of life. To some of us may be given wealth, 
to some poverty, to some ability, to some the 
most commonplace of minds, but from each 
one of us God is not asking for distinction, he 
is asking for faithfulness. 

You remember the story of the talents! 
He who made his five talents get other five 
was made ruler of five cities, and he who 
made ten talents got ten cities. Christ’s 
reward for the doing of his will is just a 
greater capacity for doing his will again. 

See whom Jesus commends right through 
the New Testament! It is not the scholars, 
and the orators, and the military leaders of 
his time. It is the widow who casts her all 
into the treasury. It is the sinful woman who 
washes his feet with her tears. It is the 
penitent who breaks the alabaster box upon 
his head. It is the simple people doing simple 
deeds, expressing their obedience and joy in 
the will of God. 


Te 

To do the will of God is the mark of family 
likeness. “Behold my mother and my breth- 
ren! For whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” Matthew 
T2. 49, 50. 

So doing the will of God is the family 
trait, the sign of true relationship to Jesus 
Christ. 

We, however, have other marks by which 
we trace our relationships. There is the 
relationship of blood,—‘‘Blood is thicker 
than water.’ There is the relationship of 
race,—“The white man must stand by his 
race.” There are the relationships of na- 
tionality, of tongue, of genius, of a common 
profession. These bring us all into a certain 
family, but the family of God finds its sign 
and its bond in the doing of the will of God. 
How shall I know a child of God? Because 
he does God’s will. 

When I was going home from a mission in 
South Africa I traveled by rail to Central 
Africa. We have seventy thousand natives 
of Nyasaland working in the mines in 
Southern Rhodesia, and their friends all ex- 
pected I would look out for them when I was 
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passing through on the railroad. At every 
station I got out, and there was a crowd of 
native workers standing outside the station 
fence. As I passed along that fence I looked 
for the men who had the lobes of their ears 
cut after the fashion of our tribe, and I 
spoke to them a word or two in their own 
language, and they greeted me as a brother. 
I had recognized their tribal marks, they 
heard their own tongue, and we two were to- 
gether immediately. 

None of us can hide our nationality. Utter 
the word “turn” and I know whether you are 
an American, or a Scotsman, or an English- 
man! Our speech betrayeth us. 

I had a friend in Scotland, Mr. Grant, a 
minister of great culture and distinction, who 
had cultivated a peculiar gift for distinguish- 
ing men by the marks of their business. Mr. 
Struthers told me that one day he was out on 
a walking tour with Mr. Grant, and they saw 
sitting on the village wall a number of men. 
Mr. Struthers asked: 

“What does that man at the end of the 
row do for a living?” 

Mr. Grant looked at him and said: 

“Tt is rather difficult to say. He might be 
the village postman, or a coachman, or the 
beadle of the Established church. I am not 
sure which.” 

So they went up and talked to him, and 
after a while Mr. Struthers said to him: 

“What do you do for a living?” 

“T do a variety of things. I am the village 
postman, in the summertime I drive the vil- 
lage coach, and I am the beadle of the Estab- 
lished church.” ; 

Mr. Grant could not define by what power 
he recognized them, but he did recognize by 
his speech the county one came from, or by 
certain marks the profession he followed. 

I want to suggest that there are marks by 
which we may know the true children of 
God. I don’t think they are marks many can 
identify, but there is no doubt about the Fa- 
ther in heaven identifying the marks of his 
children. It is not our speech, for some of 
us can easily get up the evangelical vocabu- 
lary. It is not by using the phrases of 
Fundamentalism or the phrases of Modern- 
ism. It is not in mannerisms, the crossing of 
ourselves or the bowing of ourselves. It is 
not by the dress we wear. Here Jesus Christ 
gives it to us,—the family mark and family 
distinction is doing the will of God. 

Many a man has unfortunately been fol- 


lowed by a worthless son, and it is a treas- 
ure when we can say of a good man, His son 
is like him, not in physical appearance and 
ability, but in the attitudes of his father. 
What God wants is that though we have not 
his omniscience and his omnipotence at least 
we be like him because our attitude is God’s 
attitude. 

“Our wills are ours to make them thine,” 
and this kind of thing is only learned by 
abiding in Christ, living all the time beside 
the Lord. Just as some still lake with a 
mirror face lying beneath the hills and woods 
reflects the hills till you can see the same 
scenery when you look on its surface, so a 
soul living in the presence of God all the 
time reflects the image of God. Saints are 
men who make it easier for us to see God. 
“Where is he?” men ask. They say he is not 
in the world today as in the days of his flesh. 
Yet in good men and women God is seeking 
to be incarnate. 

In Scotland there are constant letters in 
the papers about “What is wrong with the 
church?” and people are cudgeling their 
brains to see what is wrong with the church. 
They ask aright, because they believe that the 
true church is the body of Jesus Christ. 
When our Lord lived in the flesh among men, 
and men saw what he did and heard what he 
said, Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father,” for God was perfectly re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. Today Christ would 
be incarnate in his people. The church is the 
body of Christ, and it is our business to see 
that every attitude and every service of the 
church is just such an attitude and such a 
service as Jesus himself would take, so that 
men looking for Christ may find him in us. 
There is many a man who seeks God and 
cannot find him, and he comes to the children 
of God expecting to find him there. If we 
are not doing God’s will, how we mislead 
the seeker ! 

One time when I was going out to South 
Africa there was a crowd of yeomanry with 
us. It was during the Boer War. I started 
evening services in the steamer, and we had a 
great time. Many of the men openly and 
sincerely professed their faith in Jesus 
Christ. Standing over the rail in the first 
class cabin there was a Jewish rabbi who 
watched us with a most friendly interest. On 
the last Sunday evening he said: 

“Mr. Fraser, would you allow me to 
speak at your evangelistic meeting tonight?” 
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I told him I would be delighted. When he 
stood up amid the crowd of soldiers he be- 
gan thus: 

“Men, I am not of your religion, but I am 
proud to see what is being done on this 
steamer! I suppose all you men call your- 
selves Christians. It is a pretty bold thing 
to call yourself a follower of the Man of 
Nazareth. If you say you are a Christian I 
want to see something of the Man of Naza- 
reth in your manner of life.” 

That was pretty good gospel, and that is 
what all the world will say. They are not 
taking us at our own estimate, but at the 
reality they see in us. If we say we are 
Christians they expect to see Christ in us, 
_and the sign and seal of God’s family is that 
we do his will. 


I 
To do the will of God is a school of true 
knowledge. “He that willeth to do his will 
shall know.’ John 7. 17. 


It is the key to all knowledge and discern- 
ment. By doing God’s will you enter into 
the greatest school of all, and learn what the 
doctrine really is, discern between. truth and 
error, between good and evil. 

Selous held that the African hunter could 
discern the game on the veldt not because his 
eyesight was better than the European’s, but 
because he knew his country, its lights and 
shadows, and could distinguish the usual and 
unusual. 

The skilled engineer may lie asleep at 
night, but if anything irregular happens he is 
up immediately, awakened by the unusual 
sounds, for he knows what the right sound 
should be. So when we try to do God’s will 
we grow accustomed to the mind of God, and 
we are able to discern the things invisible, 
and to see clearly the path we should take, 
and know where we should walk. For here 
again the reward of obedience is a greater 
capacity for service. The eyes have been 
cleared by looking, and the hands made 
stronger by serving. 

Now in this complicated world how else 
are we going to find our way? ‘There are so 
many crossways. How shall we see the 
finger-post to tell us the way in which we 
should walk? In this clanging, noisy age 
how are we going to hear the still small voice 
of God? He that doeth the will shall know! 
Obedience is the schoolmaster and the trainer, 
and our sensitiveness becomes stronger, so 


that all history and experience become inter- 
preted by God. But disobedience dulls the 
senses, 

One of my boys is awfully ambitious to get 
up early in the morning. He got an alarm 
clock, but many a morning when that clock 
wakened him he would like just a little 
longer sleep. And now he sets it by his ear, 
and he never hears it. 

A minister in the North of Scotland told 
me that during the most intensive bombard- 
ment in Flanders he slept his best sleep. He 
was brought up on an island in the Atlantic, 
under the boom of the mighty waves of the 
Atlantic. He knew there was no danger in 
that boom, and he slept night after night 
through the long stormy winters with the 
waves booming on the cliffs. When the guns 
roared in Flanders he slept his soundest sleep 
because he had grown accustomed to these 
sounds, and they carried no fear. 

To men who have lived hazardous lives 
the slightest sound startles and wakens them, 
for they know their life depends upon their 
alertness, and immediately they are obedient 
to the sound. If we would discern God’s 
will we must not lull our consciences, but we 
too must learn to be obedient, sensitive to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit, quick to do 
the will of God. And as we learn to obey 
daily we shall become more sensitive to that 
still small voice which can still be heard. 


IV. 

What is God’s will? rt Thessalonians 4. 1. 

It is the will of God that we be holy. That 
is God’s intention for us and for the world. 
When he made all things he looked, and be- 
hold they were good! Now sin has entered 
into and marred his creation. Sin is not his 
will. Holiness is. Not the narrowed, anemic 
thing, “unexercised and unbreathed,” that 
we associate with the monastic interpretation 
of holiness, but the full-orbed harmonious 
life, heritor of all. The English word “holy” 
comes from the Anglo-Saxon “hale.’ The 
holy life is the healthy life. And God’s will 
for the world and men is that they be healthy, 
enjoying all the good things which enrich life. 
‘The way of possession is the way of obedi- 
ence. 

In our folly and haste we choose a way that 
seems more delectable and swift, aiming 
sometimes at what appears to be worthy only 
to find it worthless, or avoiding the hard and 
circuitous road that God had planned for us 


Page 26 


Record of Christian Work. 


only to find we have missed the most enrich- 
ing experience. Yet God’s intention for us 
is that we gain all things, and the best. His 
plan was not made to disappoint us, but to 
satisfy us. He is not careless of our inter- 
ests, or of the world’s. 

It is not God’s will that the world be 
cursed with the chaos and disorder of sin; 
that war destroy the life of nations ; that sus- 
picion and rivalries perpetually menace the 
peace of the world; that children be born in 
fetid slums, imperfectly nourished; that pes- 
tilence and disease cut swathes of dead and 
maimed; that the rich grind the faces of the 
poor; that temptations to vice and drunken- 
ness trap the unwary and weak; that this 
earth be barren and unproductive. It is God’s 
will that the wilderness of the world -be- 
come a garden of the Lord, a fit place for 
him to walk in, till the beauty of holiness 
make this world what he meant it to be. 

It is not his will that men be the slaves of 
their own passions, but that they be free, 
holy as he is holy. He made them in his own 
image. Sin has marred and defiled what he 
made, but the will and intention of God for 
each of us is that we be like him. And all 
he has planned for us is but a school through 
which we graduate when we shall see him as 
he is, and shall be like him, holy as he is 
holy. 

It is his will that all men be saved (1 
Timothy 2.4). The Lord’s Prayer is a mis- 
sionary prayer. “Deus vult!” cried Peter the 
Hermit, but he mistook God’s will, and the 
method of doing it, and left a trail of suffer- 
ing and debased followers behind him. But 
when we call for the evangelization of the 
world we cry with confidence, “Deus vult!” 
for it is his will that all men be saved. It 
is not his will that the message of the re- 
demption his Son purchased for the world on 
Calvary be hid from those for whom he died. 
It is not his will that souls of men seek him, 
and liberty, unaware that he who was dead is 
alive again forevermore, waiting to give life 
and liberty to his children. His purposes for 
men are revealed again and again through- 
out the whole Bible, and these are that all 


come to the knowledge of the truth, and he be _ 


crowned king of kings and lord of lords. 


W, 
Finally, there is the promise ‘of God’s co- 
operation when we do his will. “He that 
sent me is with me, for I do always the things 


that please him.” John 8.29. And coupled 
with his last command is the promise, “Lo, I 
am with you alway!” Matthew 28. 20. 


That wonderfully wise and sane man, 
President Lincoln, was once asked during the 
dark days of the Civil War if he was con- 
cerned whether God was with him. 

“T am not concerned whether God is with 
me, but I am concerned whether I am with 
God,” he replied. 

Our business in life is to see that we are 
doing God’s will, and if we are we need not 
look for signs or assurances. We KNow he 
is with us because we do his will. As we go 
about our daily task our eyes will be opened 
to see God everywhere working with us, and 
in the day of stress the mountain full of men, 
and chariots of fire. 

Henry Drummond tells how he was 
shocked to hear Spurgeon’s answer to Mr. 
Moody when asked to speak in the Agricul- 
tural Hall in London to 15,000 people. 

“T have no desire to speak to 15,000,” he 
said, “but to do the will of God.” 

There is many a man who has spoiled his 
ministry by seeking big opportunities rather 
than seeking to do the simple duty that God 
has given him. 

I once heard a minister explain to me his 
neglect of pastoral duties by saying that he 
had to choose between speaking to several 
hundred people in a convention or to one or 
two people in a kitchen, and he chose the 
larger opportunity. His arithmetic was 
wrong, and his calculations too. For the 
standard of opportunity is the line of faith- 
fulness to duty. That is what makes dis- 
cernment of God’s will plain, and gives as- 
surance of God’s codperation. Not that we 
have chosen our course, but that he has 
chosen it for us, and we shall find that clear 
many a tangled path. 

When the Livingstonia Mission sought to 
find their way up the Shiré river to Nyasa 
they came to that point on the left bank of 
the Zambeze where Lieut. Young was sure 
the Shiré entered the great river, but there 
was nothing there save a continuous barrier 
of reeds. They wandered up and down, but 
could find no signs of river mouth. For miles 
the reeds extended. At length they pene- 
trated the reeds making for the North, and 
found themselves when the barrier was 
passed in the wide deep waters of the flow- 
ing river. 
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We have no promisé of open doorways, of 
finger-posts that plainly tell us which of the 
intersecting crossways we should take. But 
when we boldly follow what is clearly the 
line of duty, by and by the open waterway 


appears, and we move on to our desired 
haven, glad that we took the unpromising 
line because that was the line of duty! 


(To be continued.) 


What It Means to Believe in Jesus of Nazareth. 
‘President Walter L. Lingle, D. D., Richmond, Va. 


I have read somewhere that on one oc- 
casion someone asked Mr. Gladstone. this 
question: “What is the greatest service that 
one human being can render to another?” 

Mr. Gladstone said, after thinking a mo- 
ment: 

“The greatest service that one human be- 
ing can render to another is to point him to 
Jesus Christ.” 

I believe Mr. Gladstone was right, and 
that the greatest service I can possibly 
render you is to point you again to Jesus 
Christ. So I am going to speak this evening 
on what it means to believe in Jesus Christ. 


I wish first to read to you from one of the 
great chapters of Scripture. While I am 
reading I wish you would note how much 
stress is laid upon believing in Jesus Christ. 
I will read from John 3, beginning with the 
14th verse: 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” 

Then I pass to the 35th verse: 

“The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand. He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life; and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
The verses I have chosen as text for my 
address are found in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, 16. 30, 31: 

‘What must I do to be saved? Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved !” 


What must I do to be saved? That ques- 
tion was asked by a man under the deep 
conviction that he was lost. What does it 
mean to be lost? 

One day in the heart of Richmond, Vir- 


ginia, I met a little child weeping as if his 
heart would break.. When I stooped down 
and asked him what was the matter, he 
sobbed out: 

“T’m lost! I’m lost!” 

What could the little fellow have meant? 
He was not off in the wild woods. He was 
in the heart of a beautiful city, surrounded 
by hundreds of people who were friendly to 
little children. You know what he meant. 
He was separated from his father, and try 
as he might he could not find him. 

Whatever else it may mean to be lost, it 
means all of that. It means to be separated 
from our heavenly Father. It means in 
Scripture language to be without God and 
without hope in the life that now is and in 
the life that is yet to be. 

It is a terrible thing to be lost. A cry 
has been going up from the human _ heart 
through all these ages, “How can I find 
God? How can I get into communion and 
fellowship with him?” In other words, 
How can I be saved? 

The text that I have chosen tonight an- 
swers that question. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved!” 
That answer is found again and again in the 
pages of these Gospels and these epistles. 

Jesus Christ by his life and by his death 
has taken away everything that would sepa- 
rate between us and God. Jesus Christ is 
the way, and the only way back to God. 
He said: 

“T am the way, the truth and the life. No 
man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 

Believe on him, and he will bring you into 
communion and fellowship with the Father. 

But what does it mean to believe on Jesus 
Christ? That is the question I wish to dis- 
cuss. It is of supreme importance to you 
and me because we are continually asking 
others, I trust, to be Christians, to believe 
on Christ. What is it that we are asking 
them to do? 
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS. 


I discuss it also because there is a good 
deal of popular misunderstanding about it. 

One night I was sitting in a hotel lobby 
that. was crowded with soldier boys. For a 
while they were exceedingly obscene, and 
then, strangely enough, their conversation 
turned to religion. One young fellow who 
had been very profane, said: 

“T expect to be saved.” 

When one of his companions challenged 
him for his reason he said: 

“Well, the Bible says if you believe on 
Jesus Christ you will be saved, and I cer- 
tainly believe on Jesus Christ, and I expect 
to be saved.” 

I wonder what his conception of faith 
was. I wonder what he understood that ex- 
pression, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
to mean. I think I know. He had this idea, 
that if he believed certain facts about Jesus 
he would be saved: that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, brought up in Nazareth, had a 
ministry of three years in Palestine, was 
crucified, dead and buried, and rose again 
from the dead. But that is not believing on 
Jesus Christ. That is believing about Jesus 
Christ, and believing on Jesus Christ is 
something vastly more than that. Oh, yes, 
it is all of that, but it goes far beyond that! 
What I want to do tonight is to take up the 
Gospels with you and try to work out for 
ourselves some conception of what it means 
to believe on Jesus Christ. 


Wuat BELtievinG Is. 


Turn to John 1.12, and you will find these 
words: 

“But to as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.” 

In that verse the word “receive” and the 
word “believe” are synonymous. According 
to that verse believing on Jesus Christ is 
receiving Jesus Christ into the heart and life. 
It is enthroning Jesus Christ at the center of 
our being. It is not simply believing certain 
things about him. 

Here is a statement from the pen of the 
apostle Paul in Galatians 2.20: 

“T am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless 
I live: yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” 


Christ in him: that is faith. That same 
thought is brought out in the book of Reve- 
lation, when Jesus says to the church, and 
to you and me: 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock! 
If any man hear my voice and open the door 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me” (3.20). 

That is faith. It is opening the door. It 
is letting the Christ in. It is letting him 
take possession of the heart and life. 

I once heard Dr. F. B. Meyer illustrate 
that from his own life. He said after he 
had grown up to young manhood it seemed 
to him one day that the Master appeared to 
him, and it was all so real that he could al- 
most see him with the naked eye and hear 
him with the mortal ear. 

The Master said: “Young man, give me 
the keys to thy heart!” 

Mr. Meyer said: “I offered him the keys, 
and he said, ‘Are they all here?’ I said, “No, 
Master, I have kept one for myself. It is 
very precious to me. Let me keep it!’ But 
Christ said, ‘No. Unless I may have them 
all I cannot take any. I cannot come in.’” 

The Master went away, and again he 
came back and asked for the keys, and again 
the young man offered them all but one, and 
the Master went away. 

The third time the Master came and asked 
for the keys, and then, said Dr. Meyer, he 
took the keys and placed them in the Mas- 
ter’s hands, and said: 

“Master, here they are, the little key and 
all! Take them, open every door to every 
chamber of my soul! Come in and cleanse 
every room, and take complete and absolute 
possession of my life!” 

That is faith. It is putting the keys into 
the hands of the Master. It is letting the 
Master open the doors. It is receiving the 
Christ into the heart and life. 

Let us turn to Ephesians 1.12, 13: “That 
we should be to the praise of his glory, who 
first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also 
trusted after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed ye were sealed 
with that holy Spirit of promise.” 

In that passage the word “trust” and the 
word “believe” are synonymous. If we were 
to define faith from that passage we would 
say that believing in Christ is trusting 
Christ. 


What Believing Is. 


We use the word “believe” in that sense 
frequently. You have often said of some 
person, “I certainly believe in that man.” 
What do you mean,—that you believe cer- 
tain facts about him to be true? 
more than that. You mean that you trust 
the man. If he is a banker you are ready 
to do business with him. You believe in 
him. 

If we approach faith from that angle, then 
we might define faith as loving trust in a 
living Lord, a trust by which we cast our- 
selves upon him for life, for eternal life. 

Again, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day,” 2 Timothy 1. 12. 

It seems to me the last three quotations 
mark what we might call the progression of 
faith. First of all we learn to know the 
Lord Jesus. Many of us learnt to know 
him at a mother’s knee, when she told the 
story of Jesus and his life, when she taught 
us to lisp his name in prayer. 

We learnt to know him still better, per- 
haps, at the sabbath school, or from our own 
Bibles, or as we grew older we learned to 
know him still better as the faithful minister 
of Christ stood in the pulpit and told us 
over and over-again the story of Jesus and 
his redeeming love. 

“T know whom I have believed.” You 
cannot believe in him, you cannot trust him, 
until you know him. That is the first step. 
What I know I believe. Even away back 
in the days when we were children, and 
when we first heard the story, our hearts 
were strangely drawn toward him, and we 
were beginning to trust him, to believe in 
him. And why should not we trust one who 
died for us? 

Last. of all, the last step in faith, is to 
commit ourselves to him. It is not simply 
to know him, but to commit ourselves soul 
and body into his keeping for time and 
eternity. 

Perhaps I can illustrate this out of your 
own experience and out of mine. I will take 
mine, but I am sure that yours runs parallel 
with it. 

Some 18 years ago, while I was pastor in 
the city of Atlanta, our little child was 
smitten with what looked like a mortal ill- 
ness. Our minds turned to a physician. 
We knew a great deal about him. We knew 


You mean 
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the street on which he lived. We knew the 
office building in which he had his office. 
We knew the medical college from which he 
graduated. But that did not help our child. 
Not only that, but we believed in him. We 
knew him personally. He was a fine man. 
In fact, he was a deacon in our church. We 
loved him and trusted him and believed that 
he would be a good man for our physician 
in that case of need. But you know, even 
that did not help our little child. It was not 
until we called for him, and opened the door 
and brought him in, and took him up into 
the sick room, and committed the little one 
into his keeping, and asked him to do all in 
his power to save the little life, it was not 
until we had taken the last step that faith 
was complete and had reached its climax. 

It is not enough to believe certain things 
about Jesus to be true. It is not enough to 
say, “I am ready to trust him.” The final 
and supreme act of faith is when we commit 
ourselves to him and cast ourselves upon 
him. It is when we let him into our hearts 
and lives, when we crown him Lord of all 
in our lives, ready to follow him, trust him 
and love him through life and through 
death. That is faith. 

My friends, have we taken those steps in 
faith, or have we simply contented our- 
selves with believing certain things about Je- 
sus? Have we opened the door? Have we 
let him in? Have we cast ourselves upon 
him? Have we committed ourselves to him? 
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Are we ready to follow him wherever he 
leads? 


How Get Faira. 


You say: “I would like to have that kind 
of faith, but as I search my heart tonight I 
cannot say that I have it. I wish somebody 
would tell me how I could get it.” 

This book, the Bible, answers that ques- 
tion, as it answers all the great spiritual 
questions that rise in your heart and mine. 

How may you get faith? Turn to Ro- 
mans 10. 17: 

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” 

It is by the hearing and reading of the 
word of God. You cannot believe in Jesus 
Christ until you know him, and you cannot 
know him until you know the Gospels, 
either by the reading of them yourself or by 
the hearing of them as some faithful min- 
ister reads and expounds them to you. 

Faith comes also by the doing of the 
word of God. “If any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God or whether I speak of myself,” 
John 7. 17. 

That is illustrated over and over again by 
men and women we see and know. You 
cannot live down in the mire of life after 
having trampled upon the will of God and 
the love of God under your feet continually, 
and have faith, because faith comes by the 
doing of the will of God. 

If your faith has been going, ask yourself 
this question: Have I been trampling the 
love of God under my feet? Have I been 
living down in the low places of life, instead 
of living up on the mountain tops with him? 


THE Girr oF Gop. 


In its final analysis faith comes down 
from above. It is a gift of God. “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,” 
Ephesians 2. 8. 

When Peter made his great confession, 
Jesus promptly said to him: 

“Flesh and blood have not revealed this 
to you, but my Father which is in heaven. 
He has bestowed this gift upon you, this 
gift of faith and this power to confess me.” 

In the 12th chapter of Hebrews we are 
exhorted to look up to Jesus, who is the 
author and the finisher of our faith. Oh, it 
is a wonderful thing when we begin to study 


it! Not only faith, but eternal life and 
everything that is connected with it is repre- 
sented in this book as being the gift of God, 
bestowed upon us from above as we open 
our hearts to receive it. 

I read tonight perhaps the greatest single 
passage in the word of God, John 3.16: 

“God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlast- ° 
ing life.” 

There is the beginning of salvation. He 
gave his Son. Later on we see that he gives 
the Holy Spirit. Later on we see that he 
gives new birth. Later on we read that he 
gives repentance. Later on we read that he 
gives faith. Later on we read that he gives 
power to confess Christ. Later on we read 
that he gives the power to live a Christian 
life, and then Paul sums it all up in Romans 
6.23, when he says this: 

“The wages of sin (that is, something we 
work for, something we earn, wages), the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 

So that eternal life and everything con- 
nected with it, including faith, in its final 
analysis is a gift of God that is bestowed 
upon us from above as we open our hearts 
and our lives to receive that gift and appro- 
priate it to ourselves. 

That is a gracious thought, but that is the 
meaning of the gospel in its final analysis. 
It means that you and I cannot save our- 
selves. If we wish to be saved we must be- 
lieve on Jesus Christ. We must trust him 
and love him and receive him into our hearts 
and lives, and follow him and enthrone him 
as Lord in our lives. 

Have we done it, friends? We have 
united with the church, perhaps, but have we 
received the Christ? Have we crowned 
him Lord of all? 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved!” He and he alone can 
bring us back into communion and fellow- 
ship with the Father. 


Dr. Adam Clarke, the famous Irish com- 
mentator, was an early riser. A young 
preacher wanted the doctor to tell him how 
he did it. 

“Do you pray about it, Doctor?” he asked, 
piously. 

“No!” said Dr. Clarke, “I get up.” 


The Evidence of Life. 
Rev. George A. Buttrick, New York. 


We know we have crossed from death to 
life because we love the brotherhood. 1 John 
3.14 (Moffatt). 


In the harbor of this city you may see 
ocean liners moving majestically down the 
river to do business in great waters, and 
round about them a swarm of tiny craft 
scurrying here and there on trivial errands. 
So the Bible moves majestically among the 
thousands of fussy little books which have 
their day and cease to be. 

Look at these words: death, life, love, 
brotherhood! They are words of ocean 
depth. This book is not concerned with 
trivial matters. It does not return timid 
guesses to tiny riddles. Let other books re- 
tail the fashions and catchwords of an hour: 
this book still speaks its own exalted tongue, 
—the ultimate word God, the convicting word 
sin, the saving word love. So long as man- 
kind asks wistfully “Whence came I? Where 
is he?” there will be need for this book, and 
for Christian preaching, and for the church. 


DEATH—LIFE. 


What does this text mean by death, life? 

When we say a man is dead we imply that 
the bodily organs have ceased to function. 
In that old story “Rab and his Friends” the 
death of Ailie, the wagon-driver’s wife, is 
described. There was no pulse to be felt at 
her wrist, no heart-beat at her breast, but 
when a mirror was placed to her lips a faint 
cloud dimmed its brightness. Then the cloud 
vanished. Life was gone. Death had come. 

But in the New Testament the words are 
given a different meaning. “We know we 
have crossed from death to life.” The transi- 
tion did not take place when breathing ceased, 
but during the span of mortal life. This is 
not a message from a medium. It is as 
though a man stood before us in flesh and 
blood and said: 

“Last year I was dead, but now I am 
alive.” 

This is a strange use of plain words, but 
Jesus approved it. 

“The maid is not dead,” he declared: and 
they laughed him to scorn. As if they did 
not know when a girl was dead! 

“This my son was dead,” he said in that 
greatest of the parables. “Was dead,” but 


no funeral procession had wound its way to 
an open grave. 

When the young scribe asked how he 
might gain eternal life he was told to repeat 
the commandment: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God . . and thy neighbor as 
thyself,’ and when the words were spoken 
the retort of Jesus was final: 

“Do this, and thou shalt live!” 

The man who loves—God and his neigh- 
bor—lives, and by plain inference the man 
who does not love does not live, ....a 
teaching singularly in accord with this text: 

“We know we have crossed from death to 
life because we love!” 5‘ 

To this book death is not an incident of 
the body. The spirit outlives many changes 
of the body even while the breath comes and 
goes. It will outlive the final change of the 
body when breath has ceased. Any other as- 
sumption makes devilish nonsense of the uni- 
verse. Real death is of another kind. 

Dante has a picture, one of the most hor- 
rible in all that book of the Purgatory, of 
men in the city of Florence whose souls were 
already imprisoned in the nether world. 
These men ate, walked, talked, went through 
all the motions of life, but they were not 
alive: they were only marionettes of skin and 
bone. That is what the Bible calls death: 


“They pass me by like shadows, crowds. on 
crowds, 
Dim ghosts of men that hover to and fro, 
Hugging their bodies round them like thin 
shrouds 
Wherein their souls were buried long 
agOm 


It is a novel thought that the man whose 
body is carried in the hearse may be thrill- 
ingly alive while those who ride in the car- 
riages may be icily defunct. 

“That man is a live wire,” we say of some- 
one who is always in a mid-burst of restless 
energy. 

“Live”? Does he love God and his neigh- 
bor? Why is he “live’? He may be only 
a jerky bundle of galvanized flesh. But I 
knew a young man once, who was stricken in 
a fatal disease, whose limbs were literally 
crumpling up day by day, but whose love for 
God was so radiant that those who went to 
bless him in his tribulation found themselves 
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thrice blessed. To touch his spirit was to 
touch life, and we knew that while the poor 
cottage of his body decayed he who tenanted 
the body had already crossed from death to 
life. 


Love. 


But these other words love, brotherhood, 
have they a different meaning in the Bible 
from that which they carry in our common 
speech ? 

Yes, the Bible turns their water into wine! 

Love is a word which this writer learned 
from Jesus. Not that Jesus coined it. The 
Book of Leviticus, centuries before Jesus, in- 
scribed the law, “Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” Nevertheless Jesus made it 
a new commandment. 

Beethoven took old forms in music and 
made them new. The sonata as a musical 
structure was in existence for two hundred 
years before Beethoven. Tones were in ex- 
istence from the foundation of the world. 
Beethoven struck notes every one of which 
had been struck millions of times before, but 
he made them new. . He gathered them into 
associations of undreamed-of beauty, and 
baptized them in the gleaming waters of his 
soul. With a higher genius Jesus took this 
ancient word love and made it new. 

George Eliot in one of her novels observes 
keenly : 

“Tdeals are often poor ghosts, . se Dttk 
sometimes they are made flesh. They breathe 
upon us with warm breath, they touch us 
with soft responsive hands. . . . . Then their 
presence is a power, then they shake us like 
a passion, then we are drawn after them with 
gentle compulsion as flame is drawn to 
flame.” 

Until Jesus came this word love was a 
“poor ghost,” but he made it flesh, and it be- 
came in him a “power,” a quivering “pas- 
sion,” a “gentle” but ruthless “flame.” 

Jesus loved Peter, but Peter cast himself 
at his Master’s feet with the cry: “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 
Love is not a sticky sentimentalism, a cod- 
dling indulgence blind to holiness. Jesus 
loved Peter, and so for Peter’s sake (Peter 
as vacillating as the wind!) Jesus went to 
his cross. “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that he lay down his life. . . .” Love 
is not an easy amiability: love is a Calvary! 
“So ought we to lay down our lives for the 


brotherhood,”—this writer understood what 
love is. He had learned of Jesus. 


BROTHERHOOD. 


And brotherhood. We have that word also 
outside the Bible. Brotherhoods—the fra- 
ternities of those engaged in the several 
trades,—are a factor to be reckoned with in 
our civilization. But they are brotherhoods 
only for those they unite: sometimes they 
are almost hatehoods towards those they op- 
pose. Ranged against them are associations 
for those they associate, but dissociations, al- 
most, for those they deny. Thus in the near- 
blasphemy of our industrial order we’assert 
a cleavage in humankind, lay a sword across 
the face of the fair earth, and make God the 
author of confusion! 

We build walls around this word brother- 
hood, but in the New Testament it has no 
walls. The love of Jesus overleaps all bar- 
riers: ‘““This man feasteth with publicans and 
sinners.” He cares as little for our foolish 
fences as the sunlight cares for the fences 
between our fields: “He maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good.” Our 
brotherhood is no wider than a common 
cause in respect of wages and hours, no wider 
than our agreement in economic theory, no 
wider than our class, or language, or the 
color of our skin. Sometimes we have re- 
solved (taking the name of religion in vain,) 
that it shall be no wider than our creed. But 
as often as we narrow the circle, Jesus is 
heard to say, ‘Other sheep I have which are 
not of this fold.’ He promptly stands out- 
side our little circle and draws a new one of 
his own. 


“(They) drew a circle and shut me out,— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout: 

But love and I had the wit to win,— 
We drew a circle and took (them) in!” 


Jesus has ordained that brotherhood shall 
be as wide as the movement of the divine in 
human life, as wide as the fatherhood which 
gave us birth, as wide as the arms of the 
cross! 

Now hear this text again: “We know we 
have crossed from death to life because we 
love the brotherhood.” 

Tolstoi relates an incident which changed 
his career. Famine had swept his land, and 
there was a beggar at a street corner stretch- 
ing out gaunt fingers to the passers-by. 
Quickly Tolstoi searched his pockets for a 
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coin, only to find that he had neither purse 
nor jewel. Grieved «that he should have 
raised the hopes of a starving man without 
cause, he took the beggar’s hands in his and 
pleaded: 

“Do not be angry with me, brother, I have 
nothing to give thee!” 

The thin face shone with joy: “But you 
called me ‘Brother’! That was a great 
gift!” 

And an hour later the smile still made radi- 
ant that beggar’s face. : 


The writer of our text called all men 


“brother.” If he found people whom the 
world called ordinary, then in a sense not in- 
tended by Kipling, he 


“Dubbed his dreary brethren kings,” 


and paid them homage. If he found a man 
debased by sin, he said, “The imprint of the 
beast is here, but underneath is a royal im- 
press,” and girded himself with a towel to 
wash that man’s feet. If he found a 
heathen man (God pardon the word!) he 
said, “This man’s speech is strange to me, 
but by the same token my speech is strange 
to him,” and he proceeded to anoiiit the blind 
‘eyes. Ifa man was richer or poorer it never 
occurred to him that riches or poverty should 
break the fellowship. Everywhere he kon- 
ored the vows of the brotherhood. “We all 
came into this adventure of life,” we can hear 
‘him saying, “through one mysterious gate- 
way of birth. In the lashing of the storm we 
must all cling to one almighty hand. In the 
wreck of sin we must all fly to one eternal 
pity. At the last we must all walk through 
one dark valley of the shadow with one up- 
lifted shepherd’s staff to guide. Let us love 
one another as Jesus gave us commandment !” 
Solemnly and with conviction he asserts 
this love as the proof of his salvation. “We 
know we have crossed from death to life be- 
cause we love the brotherhood.” Surely a 
new evidence of saving grace! We have 
heard people claim redemption because once 
they experienced an emotional fire which 
flamed for an instant and then sank into the 
former blackness. We have heard people 
claim redemption because they are not as 
other men, or because they can give dogmatic 
assent to a scheme of doctrine. But this man 
claimed salvation because Christ had for- 
given his sins and drawn him, by the right- 
eousness and heartbreaking love of the cross, 
into a fellowship of love. There is no other 
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proof of salvation. “If any man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of his!” 

The need of our chaotic, disillusioned, yet 
wistful age is LIFE mediated through the 
love of the Christ-filled. The curse of the 
age is the spirit which denies the brother- 
hood. ‘Anyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer,” says this man. Of course! For 
murder is of many kinds, and hate is of many 
degrees. A razor will kill a man’s breathing 
in thirty seconds as an insanitary dwelling 
will kill it in thirty years. Loneliness, cal- 
lous indifference, the inhumanity of man to 
man, will kill his soul day by day. Be sure 
that the anarchist with long hair and a smok- 
ing bomb is not alone of his tribe! Who- 
ever walks through the earth with selfish 
unconcern for the way in which other people 
live is the anarchist’s cousin. Meanwhile 
those who love the brotherhood bring life. 

I cannot tell you why you should live in 
the spirit of this text. I cannot justify it to 
you in any logic better than the logic of that 
nurse who in the fierce days of the war built 
a fire against orders in the trenches and pro- 
ceeded to ply her merciful trade. 

“Who told you to build that fire?” the 
stern voice of an officer demanded. 

“God Almighty, sir.” 

God Almighty speaking in Jesus, stirring 
in every deep instinct, has told us to walk 
this path of love to the brotherhood. 


Tue Business oF LIVING. 


He has thrust us on to the surface of this 
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little spinning ball which for courtesy and to 
bolster up our courage we call an earth. He 
has told us to try our fist at the business of 
living. We are here for only a few years, 
then the earth opens and swallows us. It 
seems foolish that nationality—the fact that 
I was thrust on to this portion of the planet’s 
cortex, and another man on that portion,— 
should keep us apart. It seems worse than 
foolish, it seems perfectly crazy that money 
—the fact that my chair is upholstered in 
plush, and yours in plain board,—should keep 
us apart. It seems, when we look at Jesus, 
as though God intended that we prove our- 
selves friends of mankind while we are here. 
Those who in surrender to the spirit of Jesus 


do prove themselves friends, tell us that 
thereby God comes to*them in the conviction 
of LIFE which no accident of the flesh can 
ever destroy. “We know we have crossed 
from death to LIFE because we love the 
brotherhood.” 

What do we get out of it if we walk this 
Christ-like way? It is our all too frequent 
question! What do we get out of it? Pos- 
sibly just what Jesus got out of it,—a cross, 
a gallows strangely transformed to become 
the talisman of our salvation! We get out of 
it nothing—except everything! Nothing— 
except LIFE! “We know we have passed 
from death to LIFE because we love the 
brotherhood.” 


The Mind of the Master: 
II. About Man: Am I Lost? 
Rey. Paul Scherer, D. D., New York City. 


Perhaps the best way to begin would be to 
ask what mankind has thought about man. 

I do not think you will find too much op- 
timism abroad. Here and there a spirit falls 
under the spell of modern success, and begins 
to boast:. Sir Oliver Lodge has said that the 
enlightened man of today isn’t worrying 
about himself and what used to be called his 
sin. There is too much work to be done, 
putting nature victoriously under his feet. 
The evolutionist, too, by the nature of his 
faith is inclined to be an incurable optimist. 
The cosmic process to his mind is making ir- 
resistibly for the improvement of the human 
race. Already it can write down long chap- 
ters of high achievement. But for the most 
part, on the subject of man and his deeper 
life thinking men seem to be strangely pes- 
simistic. 

“Life is a nightmare between two noth- 
ings,” writes one. “For my part, I confess I 
have but one fixed idea, one feeling, one sor- 
row, one misfortune,—the regret for having 
been born. ‘There is no role that could be 
played upon the world’s wide stage to which 
I would not prefer annihilation.” 

Listen to another man “who is universally 
regarded as having been one of the most 
happy, fortunate, and successful of men”: 

“T will say nothing against the course of 
my existence, but at bottom it has been pain 
and burden, and I can affirm that during the 
whole of my seventy-five years I have not 


had four weeks of genuine well-being. It is 
but the perpetual rolling of a rock that must 
be raised up again forever.” é 

It is the testimony of a soul that has lost 
its confidence in its own possibilities. 

Suppose we allow the poet to phrase this 
profound disgust of human nature in vivid 
pictures of despair and sulphurous flashes of 
rebellion! He sets down the bitter outpour- 
ings of a shattered life. One whose pilgrim- 
age has foundered is sitting beside the black 
tide of a river, and this is the tenor of his 
curse: 
Who is most wretched in this dolorous place? 

I think myself; yet I would rather be 


My miserable self than he, than he 
Who formed such creatures to his own disgrace. 


The vilest thing must be less vile than thou 
From whom it had its being, God and Lord, 
Creator of allewoe and sin, abhorred, 

Malignant and implacable! I vow 


That not for all thy power, furled and unfurled, 
For all the temples to thy glory built, 
Would I assume the ignominious guilt 
Of having made such men in such a world! 
Against a background like that the mind 
of Christ stands out with convincing clear- 
ness and a sanity that cannot fail to have its 
appeal. He was neither a facile optimist 
where human nature was concerned, nor a 
morbid pessimist. The world of human life 
as he saw it was not a going concern. Of 
that we can be quite sure. His eyes were 
wide open to all the facts. . 


The Mind of the Master About Man. 


Page 35 


Ie 

When you begin to ask the reason for it 
you come rather promptly to the conclusion 
that there is something holding humanity 
back like a dead hand reaching out of the 
past. Such things happen, you know. 

I am told that a man once willed a con- 
siderable sum of money in trust, the income 
to be used for the relief of the poor of Bea- 
con Hill in Boston. Unfortunately there are 
no longer any poor there, and the generous 
bequest with all its accumulating interest is 
of no earthly use. It cannot be expended for 
anything else: the dead hand controls it still, 

You can see at once how strikingly apt a 
situation like that is to whole realms of our 
own personal experience. There are hands 
that reach out of our past and hinder our 
going. j 

There are folk of my acquaintance who 
are waging a desperate battle in the dark for 
life and peace and their own soul’s health 
without any knowledge of this mysterious, 
clinging enmity that baffles them. Jesus 
knew what it was. “Whosoever committeth 
sin is the servant of sin.” 


THe REALITY oF SIN. 

At the end of an address in Boston some 
months back a young man handed up to me 
a piece of paper-with these words written on 
ata 

“God created all things, and God is good. 
Therefore all things are good, and there is 
no sin.” 

Now I say, blessed be logic! Let us kiss 
its wounded hands and its bruised feet,—it 
taketh away the sin of the world! 

I am glad you cannot accuse Christianity 
of being sentimental. This life is no place 
for saponaceous Pollyannas. There are ugly 
facts to face, and I thank the Lord God that 
Jesus faced them. You and I are some of 
those ugly facts, and the things inside of us. 

You can argue that sin isn’t real, but I 
want to see somebody live as though it 
weren't! Call it by whatever name you 
choose, assign to it any origin that pleases you 
best, it is here, and every living soul has to 
deal with it somehow. The evolutionist tells 
us it is a hang-over from our animal past. 
The religionist says it is the result of man’s 
free choice. I can conceive that either may 
be right, or both. What I can’t conceive is 
that it’s a fiction, and that nobody needs to 
worry about it any longer. 


Dr. Paul Scherer of New York. 


Our whole system of jurisprudence is built 
on it. The greatest novels are written about 
it. The greatest dramas are the dramas that 
portray it. Europe is littered with the fruits 
of it, and so is the morning paper. It is the 
most agonizing bit of fiction that was ever 
invented. One thing is certain: It is the dead 
hand that is keeping you and me from real- 
izing the best that is in this world for us, and 
in our religion. I am not afraid of any con- 
tradiction on that score. 

Christ lived, today he stands or falls, on 
the assumption that the most significant thing 
about human nature is the fact that it needs 
a Saviour. And I want to say this to you: 
Your religion is not going to mean much un- 
less you approach it from that angle! Some 
of us want to reap all of its later and higher 
fruits first. We want the sense of com- 
panionship and power, we want the under- 
standing and the peace, and all the while 
there is something in our lives that we won’t 
lay our hands on and say: 

“Master, change this!” 

There are selfish people, expecting to dis- 
cover something in Christianity and not be- 
ing willing to have their selfishness rooted 
out. People who cherish enmities, expecting 
to have the joy of believing without having 
their cold resentments broken up and carried 
away by the warmth of the Saviour’s love. 
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People who do not even want their stand- ; 
ards of life, their habits to change, their 
ideals to harass them, hoping to find what 
saints have found. It simply isn’t possible. 

You cannot gloss over all that you know 
needs changing about you, and at one stride, 
with a fine disregard for all the wrong that 
clutters your progress, enter upon the highest 
phases of your inheritance here as sons and 
daughters of the living God in Christ Jesus. 

Twenty centuries ago these men and 
women whose going had been visibly hin- 
dered by sin were technically known as the 
lost. Day after day they gathered wistfully 
around the Master, and one day he expressed 
his attitude toward them in three of the most 
precious parables that have come down to us. 
I want you to be sure not to miss any of 
their significance. 


THE TRAGEDY OF Lost LIVEs. 


Suppose you turn for a moment to the 15th 
chapter of St. Luke! 

I never read it without recalling a word 
of Dr. William R. Merrill’s. He once said 
that the sermon which had done him the most 
good in his life was a sermon he had never 
heard. It being my privilege to preach ser- 
mons, that sounded just a little disconcerting 
to me, but fortunately he went on to explain. 
It was a sermon of which he had read only 
the announcement. The text was the whole 
of this chapter, and the topic was “Four 
Kinds of Lost Lives.” For a moment he 
could remember only three kinds of lost 
things in that chapter, the lost sheep, the lost 
coin, and the lost son,—then all at once it oc- 
curred to him that there was a fourth. The 
story isn’t told in any detail. It is barely 
hinted at. Your imagination is left to fill in 
the gap. It is the story of the prodigal’s 
older brother. 

Sometimes we miss that, and it is the point 
of it all. It is in this dutiful but unloving 
figure in the background that these stories 
reach their climax. Jesus was aiming his 
keenest darts at the respectable people in his 
audience. For the others he had nothing but 
sympathy, the sympathy that won for him his 
title of friend of sinners. 

Let us examine their case first! The dead 
hand that was holding them back was the 
fact that somewhere along the way they had 
lost their best selves. 

They were not unique in that. The big- 
gest problem that you and I ever have to 


face is just this problem of our lost selves. 
Let me say that it is not the problem of our 
slums that I am going to talk about, where 
sin goes cursing and careening around the 
street corners and leers at you from the door- 
way! One can be lost with considerably 
more refinement than that. In fact, all of us 
get to be so now and then. 

There are selves which really seem to get 
away from us in some strange manner, and 
it would be the richest blessing on earth if we 
could have them back. Isn’t it odd that that 
is precisely the lesson which the psycholo-- 
gists are insistently trying to teach us? 
Sometimes as I read their books it seems to 
me there is a good deal that savors distinctly 
of religion in the things that they are saying. 

They are telling us, for instance, about 
something which is much like the image of 
God in which every one of us was created, 
but which each one of us has lost. They are 
going into the details of that dual personality 
of ours, that Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and 
discussing the war they wage in our members. 
They are realizing that the tragedy of it, as 
in Stevenson’s tale, is that we haven’t the 
knack any longer of turning back to the good 
and staying there. And that is the point 
where these investigators are trying to help 
us. They have turned out a system of soul- 
healing, dressed up in Greek and called psy- 
chotherapy, because somehow it sounds more 
scientific that way. But the process they use 
is nothing in the world but the recasting of 
an old necessity. They are saying in. their 
own words what someone else said long be- 
fore them, and his words are more familiar: 

“Ye must be born again!” 

I am not going to talk science to you this 
morning. These lost selves of ours are just 
matters of everyday experience. It doesn’t 
take psychology to tell us about them. I 
think we all have a strange sense of having 
been better once. We seem quite sure that 
there used to be possibilities in our make-up. 
There were gracious capacities, but gradu- 
ally they got shriveled so that we cannot 
recognize them any more. There were gen- 
erous affections, but they seemed to wither 
somehow or other,—a whole set of radiant, 
lambent hopes that dropped out of our lives 
like leaves from the trees that stand so 
bleakly around through the winter of our 
discontent. 

Suppose we think of the ways in which the 
loss may have come about! 


The Tragedy of Our Lost Selves. 
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With many it has been quite unintentional. 
They just started off one day after some- 
thing that looked good, and they didn’t take 
that best with them because they didn’t need 
it in that particular pursuit. ° 

It is just the way the sheep got lost in the 
parable. There was nothing premeditated 
about it. I suppose a sheep is the last crea- 
ture in the world to do anything with malice 
aforethought. He simply nibbles his way out 
of sight. And these folk never mean to leave 
the best behind them. What they do mean is 
simply to make a good living and to get as 
much happiness out of life as they can. But 
you see, neither one of those things calls for 
the best that is in a man. Making a good 
life would. Putting happiness into life 
would. But not this other. And so the good 
parts company with the best,—and keeps 
growing worse. 

Then there is that other class of people 
that have had their better selves mislaid, like 
the coin of Jesus’ story. 

The woman there gives every evidence of 
being far too careful simply to have lost it 
out of her hand. The chances are that she 
put it away so thoroughly, so safely wrapped 
up in a black stocking back in the corner of 
a little drawer, that when she needed it she 
couldn’t find it, and had to give up every- 


thing else and springclean the whole house . 


for it. 

Well, there are souls that have been mis- 
handled that way, sometimes by well-mean- 
ing parents or teachers, and got to be hope- 
lessly separated from the good that should 
have been their heritage. Somebody tried to 
pigeon-hole them where he thought they 
would be quite secure, and then allowed 
them to drop out of mind. He fitted them 
into too snug a little code of morals, too cozy 
a little view of life, too tight a little defini- 
tion of truth, and went off and forgot all 
about it. Then they broke away from it all, 
and now we say that the good is lost out of 
them. They are not the selves they used to 
give promise of being, they are the result of 
other men’s mistakes. 

And then of course some of us simply go 
out and lose ourselves wilfully, as the prodi- 
gal did. We set our heads on mastering this 
thing that we call life, and doing it in our 
own way. And we wind up where all such 
stubborn, thoughtless adventurers usually 
wind up,—feeding somebody’s pigs until we 


come to ourselves and turn our faces straight 
back to where we came from! 

But no matter what the method of the loss 
may have been, the result is the same. We 
all feel that there is a good, dead, somewhere 
within us, so much better than this bad which 
we seem to be. I know a better I than any of 
you can see. Whatever I am I am not my- 
self. This thing that I carry about with me, 
it is. like one of the phantoms in the “Ancient 
Mariner” that rose from the corpses on the 
deck and manned the boat as the dead were 
wont to do. You can hardly call it me— 


“This body of my mother’s son, 
Here by me, knee to knee, 

The body and I pull on one rope, 
But it says naught to me.” 


That is what I mean by the tragedy of our 
lost selves. And I wonder if there are any 
moments quite so full of deep and really un- 
utterable pathos as those in which, at some 
time or other, every one of us stands face to 
face with his own Mr. Hyde,—with the 
memory of Dr.: Jekyll and the secret of the 
transformation gone! 

It was to such a moment that Paul had 
come when he wrote—it always seems to me 
on his knees,—“Who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” I do not think that 
people are called upon to go, through any- 
thing more bitter than that: and some of us 
go through it every day of our lives! 

Our Lord saw folk who had got away 
from God simply because they were con- 
fused, and he pitied them. They had been 
tempted along step by step like sheep, and 
they hadn’t watched carefully where they 
were going. Now they were perplexed, and 
didn’t know which way to turn. He told 
them of the shepherd who was seeking the 
sheep long before the sheep ever thought of 
seeking the shepherd. 

And he saw folk who were just not in it, 
—people who had got pushed aside, to whom 
nobody paid any attention. There was noth- 
ing the matter with them, but in one way or 
another they had come to be overlooked, dis- 
regarded. They were like the coin. And he 
told them of the God who would never be 
satisfied until he had found them and put 
them back where they belonged, so that their 
lives might once again be bright and useful. 

And he saw folk who had gathered their 
belongings together and with open eyes had 
left the father’s house, like the prodigal, to 
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squander their lives in sin, running recklessly 
from one indulgence to another until there 
was nothing left but hunger and remorse and 
shame. To them he spoke of the waiting 
shelter of a home where love was still alive, 
making its daily journey to the end of the 
lane with an ancient sorrow in its heart, and 
looking down the road to see if there was 
anyone on it who might perhaps be a son. 

So far it was every bit compassion. There 
was no tinge of rebuke in any of it. But 
there before him all the while were the 
Pharisees. 

They went to church and said their prayers. 
They read their Bibles and gave their alms. 
Thank God they were decent! And Jesus 
knew them. He knew them through and 
through. He knew their satisfied souls. He 
knew them to their selfish marrow. And 
with one stroke he painted them into the pic- 
ture. 

“A certain man had two sons.” We un- 
derstand which one is lost. He is more hope- 
lessly lost than anybody or anything in the 
chapter, and he doesn’t know it. He is far- 
ther away than the wanderer, and he hasn’t 
left home. The sheep and the coin and the 
wayward son are all found, but the last rec- 
ord we have of him is this: 

“He was angry and would not go in.” 

It may well be that the spirit revealed in 
those few words was the cause of the younger 
boy’s determination to get away. There are 
some self-confessed saints that it is simply 
impossible to live with. There are certain 
kinds of so-called “goodness” which are 
enough to drive anybody to distraction. 


(Concluded next month.) 


PERSONALIA. 


Xenia Theological Seminary, now lo- 
cated at St. Louis, Mo., is raising an en- 
dowment for a William G. Moorehead 
Memorial Chair of the New Testament. 
Dr. Moorehead, whom many will remem- 
ber as one of the great Bible teachers of a 
couple of generations ago, taught at Xenia 
forty years. 

A committee of prominent churchmen 
of many denominations is sponsoring this 
worthy object. 


Dr. G. Campbell Morgan has announced 
his withdrawal from the,Los Angeles Bi- 
ble Institute, with which he has been con# 
nected as Bible lecturer for two years. He 
will resume his work on independent lines, 
and may be addressed at his home, 1146 
Western Avenue, Glendale, Cal. 


Dr. R. A. Torrey. 


In answer to queries we are now able to 
add a few further details to the announce- 
ment of Dr. Torrey’s death in our last issue. 

Two years ago his system was poisoned by 
flu, which seems to have gradually weakened 
his robust constitution and reduced his 
weight. Last winter he was twice threatened 
with pneumonia in fulfilling his evangelistic 
engagements. Another attack of flu, involv- 
ing a chill followed by fever, overtook him 
October 24. He was ill only one day. So 
peaceful was his going the morning of Octo- 
ber 26 that Mrs. Torrey, who slept in the 
room with him and looked at him a number 
of times, did not realize he had gone until 
she was about to leave to prepare his break- 
fast. . 

An affection of his throat cut Dr. Torrey 
off platform work, but he dictated up to the 
last day, and was planning to prepare two 
books this winter. ; 

One of the last entries in his diary was: 
“T am having much time for prayer these 
days.” 

His family have been filled with unutter- 
able gratitude that his goi-g was so gentle. 
He has left them a goodly heritage in the 
memory of his life and ministry. 


Next Month. 


Special Ways of Working number. 

Have Times Changed? 

What’s Wrong with the Church? : 

Atmosphere in Worship—Prof. David 
Smith, Ireland. 
The Colleges Must be Redeemed—Rev. Ar- 
thur L. Kinsolving, Amherst, Mass. 
The Mind of the Master about Man (con- 
cluded)—Dr. Paul Scherer, New York. 

1 Const biae loa. John A. Hutton, Lon- 
on. 

Leadership in the Ministry—The late Presi- 
dent Edgar Young Mullins, Louisville. 

The Lord’s Prayer: V. “Give Us This Day 
Our Daily Bread”—Dr. Donald Fraser, 
Scotland. 

If Only! A Minister’s Wife’s Dream—Rev 
G. F. Cox, British Columbia. 


Calendar Dates for 1929. 
Jan. 1, Tuesday—New Year. 
Feb, 12, Tuesday—Lincoln’s Birthday. 
Feb. 10,—Shrove Sunday. 
Feb, 22, Friday—Washington’s Birthday. 
Feb. 13—Ash Wednesday. Lent begins. 
March 24—Palm Sunday. 
March 29—Good Friday. 
March 3l—Easter Sunday. 
May 9, Thursday—Ascension Day. 
May 19—Whit Sunday (Pentecost). 
May 30, Thursday—Decoration Day. 
Fourth of July—Thursday. 
Sept. 1, Monday—Labor Day. 
Oct. 16, Wednesday—Yom Kippur (Day of 

Atonement). 

Nov. 11, Monday—Armistice Day. 
Nov. 28, Thursday—Thanksgiving Day. 
Dec. 25, Wednesday—Christmas Day. 


Some Great Christian Teachings. 


Aim: To lead the pupil to an understanding and appreciation of the essential teachings of 
the Christian faith. 


January 6, 1929. 
Our Heavenly Father. 


Lesson portion—Matthew 6. 24-34. Study also 
Exodus 34. 4-7; Psalm 103. 1-5, 10-14; Isaiah 40. 
27-31; Matthew 6. 24-34; John 3.3-6; 4. 20-24; 
8. 40-47; Romans 2. 2-11; 8. 14-17; 1 John 4. 7-16. 


The lesson committee has selected 11 pas- 
sages in the Old and New Testaments which 
the teacher should study to see what each 
says about the person and character and ac- 
tivities of God. These, of course, are only 
a pcre of what the Bible teaches about 

od. 

The printed portion gets its title from 
verses 26 and 32,—God our heavenly Father. 
But the portion shows other views of God. 


God our owner, Matthew 6. 24, 25. 


The figure is that of a bondslave. How 
can he serve two different owners? It is im- 
possible. “So you,’ says our Lord, cannot 
possibly be the loyal slave of God and any- 
thing else,—money, self, sin in any form. 
We cannot have two master passions in life. 
Let us then not attempt the impossible! Let 
us be out and out for God! 

Because we are God’s we should not worry 
over -food or drink or clothes,—everyday 
needs. Our life is more important than its 
nourishment, our body than its clothing. 
Our Lord set a new value on life. 


God of nature, 26-33. 

Our Lord continues his lesson on freedom 
from worry by two illustrations from nature. 

The birds in the sky are our first teachers. 
They build their nests, they hustle for food 
for themselves and their young, but back 
of their instincts and forethought is our 
heavenly Father. Why should they worry? 
Why should we? 

Then the wild flowers! These do not 
work like birds: they grow, and from within 
themselves they produce magnificence that 
not even Solomon equalled with all his 
wealth and wisdom. Why, then, should we 
worry about temporal necessities? Heathen 
may do so, but Father knows our every need. 
So our hearts may be at rest. 


God our king, 33, 34. 

Our heavenly Father is also king, and 
svery believer should make it his primary 
»bject, his dominating motive, to seek God’s 
<ingdom and righteousness, that is (for us), 
ais rule over us and a right relation to him in 
ife and conduct. 

This aim is the key to our whole lesson 


portion. It will lead a believer to give God 
undivided allegiance and service. It will in- 
sure entire freedom from fretting about ma- 
terial things for today and for tomorrow. 
For it means whole-hearted trust in God, 
and brings “all things” in its train, in con- 
trast with the constant worry which “little 
faith” and self-dependence entail in the 
struggle to live. 


What does our heavenly Father mean to 
you in the little things of everyday life? 
If you worry you do not trust! 


Golden Memory Text—Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him! Psalm 103. 13. 


January 13, 1929. 
Sin and Its Consequences. 


Lesson portion—1 John 1.5 to 2. 6. Study also 
Genesis 3. 1-24; 6. 5-8; Mark 7. 14-23; Romans 1. 
18-32; 3. 10-18. 


As in last week’s lesson the committee has 
designated several Scripture passages that 
shed light on the topic of the day. These 
tell of sin’s first grip on man, its corruption 
of mankind, its inner source, its penalty and 
universality. 

The printed portion is a series of con- 
trasts or opposites between certain attitudes 
of believers, with their consequences: be- 
tween the lying and deceived believer and the 
blood-cleansed believer. These contrasts are 
marked by “Ifs” and “Buts.” » John writes in 
a familiar way as to members of his family 
in Christ, including himself in the “We.” . 


God ts light, 1. 5. 

John’s writings contain exclusive revela- 
tions of God as spirit (John 4.24), as light, 
and as love (1 John 4.8). 

God is—his existence. God is light—his 
nature. Light is symbolic of good, holiness, 
truth, purity, happiness, knowledge. Not 
mere intellectual knowledge, but moral per- 
fection. There is no darkness of sin, igno- 
rance, hatred, error, deceit in him. 

A consciousness of the holiness of God 
must underlie a correct consciousness of the 
nature of sin. 


Walk in light and fellowship with God and 
one another! 1.6, 7. 
Two “Tis.” 
“Walking” expresses one’s daily life, every- 
day conduct, condition within and without. 
“Walking in light’ is a beautiful and true 
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figure of the blood-cleansed Christian life. 
How terrible when a believer walks in dark- 
ness and disobedience ! 


Confess sin and be cleansed! 1. 8-10. 


The tragedy of sin in the believer! Three 
lei See 

Time does not blot out sin. Why deny it, 
past or present? Better to confess it and get 
rid of it by blood-cleansing ! ; 
God is faithful because he has promised, 

he is righteous or just because the price has 
been paid. 


Do not sin! 2.1, 2. 


Christianity is based on the principle that 
a sinless life, a holy life, is the believer’s aim 
and privilege. But if one lapses into sin— 
one “If,’—is there any hope? Yes, Jesus 
Christ’s atoning sacrifice paid the penalty of 
the world’s sin, and he ever lives to intercede 
the efficacy of that atonement. 


Keep his commandments! 2. 3-6. © 

Twice again “If” and “But”! 

Who knows Christ? In whom is the love 
of God complete and perfect? Who knows 
he is in union with Christ? Answer—the 
obedient believer. Obedience is the test. And 
his relationship to Christ ought to be proved 
and manifested by his daily life. 


With whom do you walk and fellowship 
day by day, with worldly people or with 
God’s people? 

The tight of God is the place of fellow- 
ship. 

One should not presume to sin, one need 
not despair if one has sinned (2.1). 


Golden Memory Text—If. we say that we 


have no sin we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins 
he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness! I John 1.8, 9. 


January 20, 1929.. 
Christ the World’s Redeemer. 
Lesson portion—Luke 15. 3-7; Romans 5. 6-10. 
Study also Luke 2. 11, 30-32; John 3. 14-17; 10. 9- 
11, 14-16, 27, 28; Acts 3.1-18; Romans 5. 1-11; 
Philippians 2. 5-11; 2 Timothy 1.9, 10. 


Seeking the lost, Luke 15. 3-7. 


A sheep is a thoughtless, helpless creature. 
i has no homing instinct. If it strays it gets 
ost. 

This is a story of a lost sheep. The shep- 
herd must go after it. He seeks until he 
finds it, brings it back to the fold, and re- 
joices with his neighbors. 

The meaning of the story cannot be pressed 
in detail. Our Lord’s one-point was that of 
joy in heaven over one sinner repenting and 
restored more than over 99 persons who 
thought themselves blameless. 

The Good Shepherd is the only hope of a 
lost sinner. 


Dying for us sinners, Romans 5. 6-10. 

The description of man in these verses is— 
without strength, helpless, 6; ungodly, 6; 
sinners, 8; enemies, 10. 

But Christ died for us, 6, 8. ; 

So we now enjoy a double salvation,—we 
are justified in his blood, 9; saved from 
wrath, 9; conciliated to God, 10; saved in his 
life, 10, that is, he lives in us by the Holy 
Spirit and gives us victory. 4 

The measure of God’s love toward us sin- 
ners is revealed in Christ’s dying for us, 8. 


Golden Memory Text—And thou shalt call 
his name Jesus, for it is he that shall save his 
people from their sins. Matthew t. 21. 


January 27, 1929. 
The Work of the Holy Spirit. 


Lesson portion—John 16. 7-11; Romans 8. 12-17, 
26, 27. Study also Joel 2. 28, 29; Luke 11. 9-13; 
John 3. 5-8; 14. 16, 17, 26; 15. 26, 27; Acts 2. 1-33; 
1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 1. 13, 14; 3. 14-21; 4. 
1-6, 30. 


The Holy Spirit and the world, John 16. 7-11 


Our Lord had been a friend and supporter 
of his disciples. When he went away he 
promised to send another in his place, nc 
other than the third person in the Trinity. 
He would stand beside them as comforter, 
advocate, paraclete. 

His special mission to the world would be 
to convict or convince it in regard to out 
Lord. First, of the sin of unbelief in him 
This is the first thing a sinner needs to see 
before he can be saved. Next, of righteous- 
ness, which our Lord communicates to be- 
lievers because of his own perfect righteous- 
ness which permitted him to go to the Father 
Thirdly, of judgment, because our Lord has 
gained victory over the prince of this world 
In his sentence the world is also already 
judged. 


The Holy Spirit and the believer, Roman: 
8. 12-17, 26, 27. 

There is conflict between the flesh and the 
Spirit. The Spirit empowers the believer tc 
put to death the doings of the fleshly nature 
és Those led by the Spirit of God are sons o! 

od. 

The Spirit gives believers the conscious- 
ness of adoption as sons of God, with all that 
entails: not a consciousness of servitude anc 
fear. 

He helps our weakness and ignorance ir 
prayer, and intercedes for us according tc 
God’s will, so that our prayers are answered 


Golden Memory Text—For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 0; 
God. Romans 8. 14. 


‘ 


God may not.give us an easy journey tc 
the Promised Land, but he will give us < 
safe one—Bonar. 


iN 


\) 


Mrs. Ida Q. Moulton. 


Forces That Are Making the World 
Better. 
Matthew 13. 1-9. January 6, 1929. 


On the twelve parapets of a bridge in Aus- 
Tia are twelve beautiful images of Christ 
‘epresenting him engaged in various occupa- 
ions, such as Christ the carpenter, Christ 
he farmer, Christ the teacher, and so on. 
Men coming into the city bow before the 
statue which represents the particular trade 
or work in which they are interested. 

Who shall say that these men themselves, 
and their work, are not bettered because of 
heir homage to Christ? Christ himself is the 
sreatest force for world betterment, for the 
world is made better by men becoming better 
and doing better work. 

* * * * * 


A certain journal cast up to the great Lon- 
don preacher -Charles H. Spurgeon that 
there never was any thing new in his ser- 
mons, he was always saying the same thing 
over and over in different words. 

The preacher replied: “Wherever in the 
Bible I take my text it is my principle and 
practice to make across country as fast as 
possible to Jesus Christ.” 
| Preachers hold within their power tremen- 
dous forces for the good of the world, espe- 
cially when like Spurgeon and Moody they 
‘make across country to Jesus Christ.” 

* * * * * 


These might be classed among the forces 
of world betterment : 

F—ear of law’s penalties; 

O—reganized cooperation. We must learn 
that others have a place and function for 
the world’s betterment, and give them 
that place; 

R—eading matter. Books, magazines, 
leaflets and newspapers, have made and 
unmade human lives. On the whole, they 
have purified the world far, far more 
than they polluted it; 

C—hurches. Though churches are not 
perfect they are the creators and wit- 
nesses of the highest forces and ideals, 
for instance, prayer and Christianity ; 

E—verliving Word of God. Compare a 
nation ignorant of this Word-with a na- 
tion controlled by its principles, and 
you'll get some idea of the tremendous 
civilizing force of this Word; 

S—cience. Science and invention have 
been called “the upper servants of civili- 
zation.” Think what medical science has 
accomplished! Again, of the upward 
trend Edison has given to mankind! 


Loving as Jesus Loved. 
John 13.1-17. January 13, 1929. 
Some one has likened the tireless patience 


of Christ’s love to the sea. Children come 
and dig deep mounds in the sands with their 
spades, leaving scars on the golden surface 
of the shore. Then quietly the sea turns, 
and every trace of scar is obliterated, and 
the shining surface of the sand is as smooth 
as ever. Day after day the scene is repeated. 
The sea is never tired of putting things to 
right. 

Such is the sea of loving patience of Jesus 
our Lord. As we have walked upon the 
shores of this Jesus sea have we gained more 
patience in our efforts to put things right 
with the home folks we love so dearly? 


2% 2K * * > 


A man who had read and heard much 
about the ocean, but had never seen it, asked 
his friend, a sea-captain, to take him out 
upon it. But when they reached the shore 
the man gazed out upon the water and said: 

“Is this all? Is this the mighty sea of 
which I have heard?” 

The captain replied: “Yes, this is all! But 
get upon it, trust your bark to it, and you 
will find it will take you round the world.” 

Jesus’ love is limitless. Is ours? * 

His has no racial or creedal boundaries. 
Has ours? 

His love takes in the isles of all the seas, 
and every country on the globe. Does ours? 

Some of us expect to land on the blissful 
shore of eternity. Have we enough of the 
Jesus love to reach that shore? 


* * x * * 


“Just why must you polish that lens with 
the palm of your hand?” asked a man visiting 
a telescope factory. 

The workman replied: “There comes a 
time in the making of a fine lens when noth- 
ing can be substituted for the human touch.” 

There came a time in the history of the 
world when nothing could be found as a 
medium of God’s love to the world but the 
touch of that love in human form. Therefore 
Christ made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, to carry 
to the world love, well knowing the ignominy 
and death he would suffer. Could your love 
stand a strain like that? 


* 2k * cs *k 


Emerson’s characterization of Abraham 
Lincoln was this: 

“His heart was as great as the world, but 
there was no room in it to hold the memory 
of a wrong.” : 

How like the Man of Galilee, who held no 
grudges, but loved men unwaveringly and 
understandingly, always on the alert to see 
what he could make out of them! To the 
last he said, “Father, forgive!’ Can your 
love reach such a Christlike height? 
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Seeing the Good in Men Everywhere. 
John 1. 45-51. January 20, 1929. 


“Children,” said a saintly man counseling 
his children, “never blame those who do not 
know any better!” 


“Bound upon the accursed tree, 
Dread and aweful, who is he? 

By his prayer for them that slew, 
‘Lord, they know not what they do!’ 
By the spoiled and empty grave, 
By the souls he died to save, 

By the conquest he hath won, 

By the saints before his throne, 

By the rainbow round his brow, 
Son of God, ’tis thou, ’tis thou!” 


k 2K 2K * * 


In the time of Louis XIV of France the 
-dauphiness on a certain occasion remarked in 

an audible whisper that an old officer present 
was the ugliest creature she had ever beheld. 

“T esteem him the handsomest man in my 
kingdom,” said the king with a severe look. 
Then raising his voice he said, “He is one 
of my best officers and bravest defenders, and 
I insist upon your immediately making an 
apology for the gross indecorum you have 
been guilty of.” 

It was given. 

Looks, upon which we lay so much stress; 
money, whose “talk” we listen to; social 
prestige, for which we scramble; all count 
for less than nothing. Only what a man is 
counts. 


* * * x * 


There was once a painter who was noted 
as a savage critic of other artists, seldom see- 
ing any good in their work. Some one asked 
him how it was that with his severe critical 
standards he could ever pass on his own 
works, which to others were not above criti- 
cism, though well done. He frankly an- 
swered: 

“When I look at my own work I have only 
two eyes, but when I look at the work of 
others I am argus-eyed, I have a thousand 
eyes. 

Argus-eyed people look upon their own 
race with pride and upon other races—! Ah 
well, we all know the source of race preju- 
dice! 

* * * * * 


A newspaper man went into St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, London, to rest. As he entered he 
saw a group of people before Holman Hunt’s 
“Light of the World,” closely watching a 
lady painting a copy of it. Not one of the 
group looked at the picture. Others came 
and went, and none gazed at the picture. The 
man said to himself, “Such is the feeling for 
art of the British public and the American 
tourist!” and with a cynical smile he walked 
away. 

Then with chagrin he remembered that he, 
too, gazing at the crowd, had forgotten to 
look at the picture! 


Record of Christian Work. 


This incident is true to life, and it ha: 
many applications. As we apply them let u: 
not forget ourselves ! 


How Can We Serve the World through 
Our Church? 
Acts 13. 1-3. January 27, 1929. 


“There’s a new question being put to m¢ 
by my guests,’ said a clerk in a Broadway 
hotel to a reporter, “and it’s a poser. Many 
of them want to know in what church the} 
can hear old-fashioned congregational sing- 
ing, and join in it if they feel like it and no’ 
attract undue notice to themselves. Now | 
know where crack-a-jack quartets, sextets 
octets and full choruses can be heard, but | 
don’t know of a church in town that makes < 
specialty of congregational singing.” 

Here certainly is a valuable service opet 
for all churches: and there is a deeper inne 
urge for this old-fashioned form of service 
than we sometimes think. 


*x * ** * co 


An Episcopal church in San Diego has < 
sign in large letters printed on the concrete 
curbstone in front of it: 

“Free Parking Here Week Days.” 

The Congregational church nearby an 
nounced that its janitor would watch the car; 
during the evening services of both churches 

This marked spirit of codperation it 
church work is having its effect upon the 
city as well as upon the churches themselves 
Both are constantly gaining ground in spir 
ituality and membership. 

“Ministry, not membership, is the measur‘ 
of the church.”. These churches put ministry} 
first. Go thou and do likewise! 

In the heart of a crowded district of < 
great Western city stand two large churche 
within a stone’s throw of each other. Ons 
has stood for evangelism, worldwide friendli 
ness, and democracy; the other for culture 
exclusiveness and aristocracy. 

“The last time I passed through that city, 
a tourist says, “I found. the former churci 
crowded to the doors with interested people 
but the latter church had a ‘For Sale’ sigs 
upon it, and had given up the fight.” 

Culture, exclusiveness and aristocracy ar 
poor instruments of service. 


* k * * 


Once when Robert Burns was feelin; 
melancholy and desperately lonely he drifte 
into a church, and drifted out again without : 
word spoken to him or a hand of welcome of 
fered. He left scribbled on the flyleaf of : 
hymnal these words: 


“As cauld a wind as ever blew; 

A caulder kirk, and in’t but few; 
As cauld a minister’s e’er spak; 
Ye'll all be hot ere I come back!” 


Hospitality’s service of the church is ofte 
forgotten | and neglected, yet there is non 
richer in its rewards. 


Learna Text a Day. 


rs Nl 


January, 1929. 


TurEspay, Ist. JI will trust and not be 
afraid. Isaiah 12. 2. 


Sunshine and shadow have mingled 
In the year that has passed away: 
Sunshine and shadow will mingle 
In the year that we meet today: 
But hand in hand with the Master 
We fear not what it may bring,— 
He knows, he cares, and he loves us, 
And GOD is in everything! 
—Laura A. Barter Snow. 


WEDNESDAY, 2nd. Watch, therefore, for 
ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh! Matthew 25. 13. 


“Oh, I wish there were some wonderful 
place called the Land of Beginning Again!” 
January brings us to that enchanted country. 
It sets our feet at the open gateway: In 
obedience to the impulse created by the new 
calendar one may turn away from his former 
self, and go and be another man.—John Mc- 
Beath. 5 


Tuurspay, 3rd. J will meditate in thy 
precepts. Psalm 119. 15. 

Why is it that some Christians, although 
they hear many sermons, make but slow ad- 
vances in the divine life? It is because they 
neglect their closet and do not thoughtfully 
meditate on God’s Word.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


Fripay, 4th. There stood by me this might 
the angel of God, whose I am and whom I 
serve, saying, Fear not, Paul! Thou must 
be brought before Cesar. Acts 27. 23, 24. 

God’s “musts” always get through. If God 
has a plan for your life, and you have ac- 
cepted it and committed it to him for execu- 
tion, neither earth nor heaven nor hell can 
prevail against it!—A. B. Simpson. 


Saturpay, 5th. Trust in the Lord and do 
good! So shalt thou dwell in the land, and 
verily thou shalt be fed! Psalm 37. 3. 

Give me grace to trust thee, Lord, 
Through, the coming year: 
Fully trust thee, 
For there must be 
Never place for doubt or fear! 
GC, PL Bessie INSTA 


Sunpay, 6th. Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat mn 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven and pour you out 
a blessing that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it! Malachi 3. 10. 


Oh the thrill that went through Malachi 


as that message came home to him,—the pos- 
sibility of such a spiritual movement that 
would bring his people back to God! Are we 
prepared to take up that challenge today ?>— 
E. L. Langston. 


Monpay, 7th. Lord, teach us to pray! 
Luke 11. 1. 


It is to prayer that God has given the right 
to take hold of him and his strength. It is 
on prayer that the promises wait for their 
fulfilment, and the kingdom for its coming, 
and the glory of God for its full revelation — 
Andrew Murray. 


Tuespay, 8th. Hope thouin God! Psalm 
VEX Stile 


There is never a time when we may not 
hope in God, whatever our necessities, how- 
ever great our difficulties. More prayer, 
more faith, more patient waiting, and the 
result will be blessing, abundant blessing !— 
George Miiller. . 


WEDNESDAY, 9th. The Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God! 2 Thessalonians 
38. 

Sometimes when we kneel to pray we can- 
not think of anything that we want. Oh for 
more hours when we are not asking favors, 
but looking into his face, learning to have 
him with us here that we may revel in the 
joy of being with him there!—Cleland B. 
McA fee. 


TuHurspay, 10th. Jf ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
Luke rf. 13. 

Let your prayer be for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost! He only can throw back all the 
hindrances that keep him from the heart. He 
alone can find his way into the recesses of 
the soul, the innermost chambers of our mys- 
terious life. Pray for the Holy Ghost !— 
Joseph Parker. 


Fripay, llth. Peter therefore was kept in 
prisow: but prayer was made without ceasing 
unto God for him. Acts 12. 5. 

“Peter therefore was kept in prison, but”— 
but what? “But prayer.” And when it is 
“But prayer” it is “But God,” because prayer 
makes way for God’s ‘working.—R. H. 
Glover. 

SaTurpDAY, 12th. 
upon him: for he careth for you! 
Ep 

If we cast our burdens upon another, can 


Casting all your care 
I Peter 
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they continue to press upon us? If we bring 
them away with us from the throne of grace 
it is evident we do not leave them there. 
With respect to myself I have made this one 
test of my prayers: if after committing any- 
thing to God I can, like Hannah, come away 
and have my mind no more sad, my heart no 
more pained or anxious, I look upon it as one 
proof that I have prayed in faith; but if I 
bring away my burden I conclude that faith 
was not in exercise—Edward Payson. 


Sunpay, 13th. He said unto them, Come 
ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while! Mark 6. 31. 

Nothing can take the place of daily fellow- 
ship with God. “Solitude,” Tennyson says, 
“Gs the mother country of the strong.” Noth- 
ing should be allowed to shorten our times of 
fellowship with God if we are to come forth 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might.—W. H. Griffith Thomas. 


Monpay, 14th. This is the confidence that 
we have in him that if we ask anything ac- 
cording to his will he heareth us! 1 John 5. 
4. 

Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer 
except that which lies outside the will of 
God. 

Tuespay, 15th. My presence shall go with 
thee! Exodus 33. 14. 

We should never leave our prayer closets 
in the morning without having concentrated 
our thoughts deeply and intensely on the fact 
of the actual presence of God there with us, 
encompassing us, and filling the room as 
literally as it fills heaven itself—F. B. 
Meyer. 

WEDNESDAY, 16th. I set my face... . 
to seek by prayer and supplications. Daniel 
9. 3. 

Prayer is the strategic point which Satan 
watches. If he can succeed in causing us to 
neglect prayer he has won: for whtre com- 
munion between God and his people is broken 
the true source of life and power is.cut off.— 
Andrew Murray. 


Tuurspay, 17th. Iam... . the bright 
and morning star! Revelation 22. 16. 
My chamber faces East, 
And waking with the dawn 
I love my eyes to feast 
Upon the star of morn. 


Some day my eyes may ope— 
That day cannot be far !— 
And raptured greet that blessed hope, 
The bright and morning star ! 
—A. G. White. 


Fripay, 18th. Unto me who am the least’ 


of all saints. . . . Ephesians 3.8. 

Was this some false pride on the part of the 
apostle? By no means! He saw such 
wondrous things outside of him and beyond 
him that he himself shrank into nothingness. 
—Joseph Parker. 


Saturpay, 19th. Let him that stole steal 
no more! Ephesians 4. 28. 

There is only one thing to do with a habit, 
and that is at once and immediately to put it 
aside and say, By his grace I will do this 
thing no more! Not by degrees, but sud- 
denly, at once, cut it off and put it from us! 
—J. Russell Howden. 

Sunpay, 20th. The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Ga- 
latians 5.22, 23.. 


The roots of plants are hidden under 
ground so that they themselves are not seen, 
but they appear in their branches and flowers 
and fruits, which argue that there is a root 
and life in them. Thus the graces of the 
Spirit planted in the soul, though themselves 
invisible, yet discover their being and life in 
the fact of a Christian’s life, his words, his 
actions, and the frame of his carriage.— 


Robert Leighton. 


Monpay, 21st. And he took the damsel by 
the hand and said unto her, Talitha cumi: 
which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say 
unto. thee, Arise! Mark 5. 41. 

The plain translation, “Damsel, I say unto 
thee, Arise!” can well be made to thrill us by 
a fuller interpretation, quite authorized by 
the language employed. In a large way we 
may render them: 

“My darling little child, come back to us!’ 

Such is the love of the Infinite as thus 
flashed upon us by these two words. They 
reveal the holy affection and tender care of 
Christ, the Son of God, and we can find rest 
and peace in the assurance they give—Floyd 
W. Tomkins. 


TueEspay, 22nd. Be not forgetful to en- 
tertain strangers, for thereby some have en- 
tertained angels unawares! Hebrews 13. 2. 

When home is ruled according to God’s 
will angels might be asked to stay with us 
and they would not find themselves out of 
their element.—Charles H. Spurgeon. 


WEDNESDAY, 23rd. Not looking each of 
you to his own things, but each of you also 
to the things of others. Philippians 2.4 
(G25 3p U5ia)y ; 


Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 
That even when I kneel to pray 
My prayer shall be for—others! 
—C. D. Meigs. 


THURSDAY, 24th. Wherefore I say unto 
thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven! 
Luke 7. 47. : 

Our Lord delights to forgive great sinners. 
—W. Y. Fullerton. 


Fripay, 25th. Have I eaten my morsel 
alone? Job 31.17. 

The literal application is simple enough. 
It touches the principle of selfishness. But 
there is a spiritual application. Beloved, 
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Have you eaten your morsel of spiritual bless- 
ing yourself alone, or have you learned the 
glorious secret that everything that God 
gives is a trust to be passed on to others, and 


to multiply in our hands as we scatter it?— 
A. B. Simpson. 


SATuRDAY, 26th. The steps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in 
us way. Psalm 37. 23. 

_It is such a comfort to drop the tangles of 
life into God’s hands and leave them there! 


_ Sunpay, 27th. We ourselves glory in you 
im the churches of God for your patience and 
faith m all your persecutions and tribula- 
tions that ye endure. 2 Thessalonians 1. 4. 
Tribulation threshes the wheat from the 
chaff in us. Let us endure it, therefore, 
thankfully, as it comes !—Howard A. Banks. 


Monpay, 28th. JI ‘beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service! Romans 12. I, 

Believer, if you are tempted to doubt the 
finality of your consecration, drive a stake 
down somewhere and let it be your witness 


before God and the devil that you have 
settled the question forever ! 


TueEspay, 29th. Commit thy way unto the 
Lord, trust also in him, and he worketh! 
Psalm 37. 5. 

_ But he never works till we commit. Faith 
is a receiving, or still better, a taking of God’s 
proffered gifts. 


WepNESDAY, 30th. Ye have not because ye 
ask not! James 4. 2. 


Prayerlessness shows that we do not value 
communion with God—Andrew Murray. 


Tuurspay, 3lst. We are bound to give 
thanks alway to God for you, brethren be- 
loved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanetification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2. 13. 

Our sanctification depends upon our re- 
sponse to the workings of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts. That is true of every step that 
leads up to the crisis of sanctification, and 
that is equally true of every step we take 
afterwards in the sanctified life—Charles In- 
wood. 


Green Pastures and Waters of Rest. 
Rey. F. B. Meyer, D. D., London. 


JANUARY, 1929 ‘ 


Tuesday, ist. John 10. 1-18. 


In his early life and manhood our Lord 
was in constant touch with the sheep farms 
and shepherds on the pasture lands of 
northern Palestine, and the imagery of this 
paragraph is as perfect as the conception is 
beautiful. 

Here is the relationship between him and 
each of us! He calleth his own sheep by 
name. This is the practice of the true shep- 
herd, and such also is our Lord’s relation- 
ship with you and me. 

Do not be afraid when he puts you forth 
into some new sphere or untrodden path! He 
is always in front. Listen for his voice, a 
still small whisper in your deepest heart, and 
always watch and wait for his openings! 

Is there any relationship more helpful than 
this? But you must be quiet in heart and 

obedient in soul! Be not as those in verse 6 
who understood not! 

As we continue faithful to the inner call 


or whisper of our Saviour we come to know . 


his saving grace, saving not only from the 
dominion but from the intrusion of sin. The 
wolf of hell cannot be so stealthy in his ap- 


proach but that the shepherd will see him ap- 
proaching, and he is prepared to stand be- 
tween you and him. 

Is it not wonderful that we may enter on 
an intimacy of knowledge similar to that 
which holds between the Father and the 
Son? O Saviour, we have not known thee 
as we might have done! We beseech thee to 
draw us into the inner circle! 

Those “other sheep’ must refer to the 
Gentiles, and we now know, as the immediate 
circle around our Lord could not’know, how 
wide an horizon was open to his eye at that 
hour. It comprehended the vast Gentile 
world, and all the Christian centuries, espe- 
cially the later ones. The distant mission 
field is within the Saviour’s province, and 
there is not a single foreign missionary who 
is not by translation or otherwise codperating 
to make the sheep hear his voice in their own 
tongue. The new version restores the true 
significance of the Lord’s assurance,—“They 
shall become (not one fold, but) one flock.” 
But the flock may, for convenience sake, be 
housed in many folds. 


Great shepherd of the one flock, who didst 
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purchase tt with thy blood, we long to follow 
thee so closely as to lie down in thy pastures, 
to follow thee beside thy waters of rest, and 
to tread in the valley of shadow without fear! 
At last may we also follow thee to the foun- 
tains and pastures of the homeland! 


Wednesday, 2nd. John 10. 19-42. 


Our Lord set himself to assure the little 
group who had become his followers that 
they had no reason to fear the power of their 
enemies. On the one hand, they could never 
perish because they had within them an in- 
destructible life, identical with his own, and 
also because they were in his personal keep- 
ing. Here he goes further, and assures them 
that the Father also was pledged to their 
eternal safety. This is full of comfort for 
those amongst us whose fears constantly 
spoil their peace. 

This assertion of the identification of the 
Father with himself in the blessed work of 
preserving the flock led him to affirm the 
deep truth of the essential identity between 
the Father and himself. He would have us 
think of the Father and himself as one in the 
deepest and holiest unity, one in essence, pur- 
pose, and operation. To have seen him is to 
have seen the Eternal. 

This affirmation was equivalent to declar- 
ing his essential godhead, and startled the 
Jews to gather stones to inflict the doom of 
the blasphemer. .The Lord remonstrated 
against_their violence, for when the same as- 
sertion was made in the earliest stages of the 
national existence,—to stress the divinely- 
given authority of their rulers,—that title 
was accepted without demur: why should 
they raise so great a clamor against himself, 
especially when his claims were verified by 
his deeds? See Psalm 82:6. 

There was a special reason why our Lord 
was attracted to the site of John’s earliest 
ministry. Those hills had been trodden by 
crowds of eager followers, and those waters 
had been the scenes of countless baptisms. 
What recollections were stirred in the hearts 
of his disciples! They would say, “Here he 
used to preach! There he would stand knee- 
deep in the water! At this spot he indicated 
the Lamb of God!’ What nobler epitaph 
could any of us desire than something after 
the same fashion? “Well, well, he was a 
good man! Certainly he did no miracles, but 
he was always speaking good words about 
Jesus, which have been certified by all that 
has happened in our experience since.” 

Dear Lord, thou didst not make a claim 
which the experience of individuals and of 
the church has falsified but as the ages have 
passed they have vindicated thy claim and 
attested thy deity beyond dispute! Blessing, 
honor, glory and power are rightfully thine, 
O Son of God! 


Thursday, 3rd. John 11. 1-16. 


There were marked diversities in that 
home. Martha, practical, businesslike, and 


thoughtful of all that would affect the com 
fort and well-being of those she loved 
Mary, clinging, spiritual, and gifted with < 
woman’s tender sympathy. Lazarus, a mat 
of few words, quiet and unobtrusive. Bu 
Jesus loved them each. 

Since Jesus loved them well enough t 
test their faith, we must remember that how: 
ever dark and painful God’s dealings may be 
we must dare to believe in his unchanging 
and infinite compassion. The boughs tha 
bear the richest fruit are the most rigorously 
pruned! 

Note that word “therefore”! He abstainec 
from going to their help because he lovec 
them too well to allow their missing hi: 
greatest miracle. Anything less than an in- 
finite love would have hastened to save 
Lazarus from death, and his sisters from 
further anxiety, but if Lazarus had not diec 
they would never have known the Master as 
the resurrection and the life. Similarly 
David would never have known Jehovah as 
his rock, fortress and deliverer except as 
driven into the wilderness by Saul. Our 
deepest necessities must ever be the counter- 
foil of God’s everlasting care, thought, and 
deliverances. When prayer remains unan- 


‘swered it may be because we have asked 


amiss; or it may be that God has something 
in reserve, richer and better than our high- 
est or deepest thoughts. 

During the agonized interval which fol- 
lowed our Saviour must have watched the 
gradual waning of life and the anguish of 
the watchers as the silver cord was being 
slackened. In thought he must have_ fol- 
lowed the funeral to the rock-hewn tomb, and 
seen the heavy stone rolled against its mouth. 
Then he said to his disciples: 

“Lazarus is dead! Let us go to awake 
him!” 

He allowed him to die that he might teach 
not the sisters only, but his disciples, and 
coming generations, that at his voice the dead 
shall live. 

Help us, O Lord, to live beneath thy guid- 
ance and help, so that we may not stumble in 
the darkness of our own way and will! May 
we abide in thy will, whether to stay on the 
mount of prayer or dive into the ocean of the 
world’s anguish! 


Friday, 4th. John 11. 17-38. 


The Lord’s steps may linger, but he comes 
at length; and when he comes he does more 
than we had dared to expect. He raises not 
the sick only, but the dead. He makes the 
background of the tomb. the foil against 
which to set forth the full luster of resur- 
rection glory. Prayer is answered in a love- 
lier form and to a further extent than could 
have been hoped for. 

In after days the three must have con- 
fessed that they could not have wished it 
otherwise. They would review the incident 
as we shall review our lives from the hill 
summits of glory, and when the whole mar- 


{ 
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velous story is unfolded we shall have to 
confess that we too often had misjudged. 

Our Lord is himself the resurrection and 
the life. They are his special gift in the 
spiritual and the physical spheres. In the 
spiritual sphere, where his saving grace and 
power are faithfully proclaimed, he gives life 
to those who are dead in trespasses and sins. 
In the physical sphere, also, at the last he 
shall change the bodies of our humiliation 
into the likeness of his own glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able 
to subdue all things to himself. Yes, we shall 
see them all again, the dear ones that have 
passed over, and hear their voices, as the 
Magdalene recognized Christ when at the 
sepulcher he uttered her name! 

It must have been a deeply moving scene 
when Mary fell at his feet. Anguish at the 
loss of her brother was aggravated by a feel- 
ing that somehow the Lord had failed them. 
The Saviour groaned because of the vista of 
pain and suffering that was opened before 
him as part of Satan’s triumph, but he wept 
tears of deep sympathy and tenderness with 
those whom he loved. The high priest was 
touched with the feeling of their sorrows! 


Lord Jesus, help us to trust thee in the dark 
valley of shadow! The thought that thou 
art there not only to help us, but to feel the 
indent of our suffering, will nerve us to en- 
dure; and thou wilt at last bring us from the 
valley of weeping to worship in thy holy tem- 
ple, where God.will wipe away tears from all 
faces! 


Saturday, 5th. John 11. 39-46. Read also 
1 Corinthians 15. 42-58. 

The power: that raised the dead would with 
equal care have removed the stone, but he 
loves to give us a share in his services to 
mankind. Lord, we are gladly willing to do 
the meanest and hardest service if only we 
may cooperate with thee! 

It is good that Martha remonstrated be- 
cause it proved that her brother had actually 
died, and no doubt her words were verified 
when the stone was actually removed. (With 
reference to the four days, it is said there 
was a Jewish tradition to the effect that the 


-spirit lingered about a corpse for three days 


after burial, and that it finally left the body 
when after that period decomposition set in.) 
Our Lord’s insistence on the necessity of 
Martha’s faith reminds us that the manifesta- 
tion of God’s glory hinges on our faith. It 
is only as we believe that those manifestations 
of general revival and individual salvation 
become possible. Preacher, teacher, Chris- 
tian worker, your faith must be in active 
exercise if the Lazaruses shall live and the 
glory of God be manifested! 

When our Lord said, “I thank thee that 
thou hast heard me,” we gather that in an- 
swer to prayer he had already received the 
assurance that Lazarus should live; but his 
outward command enabled the bystanders 
and all future generations to understand his 
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eternal union with the Father. Some day 
we shall hear that voice again, and they who 
are in their graves shall come forth, and the 
living will be changed. “O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 
In the presence of Christ, who holds the keys 
of death and Hades, they are silenced ! 

Something more was needed, for Lazarus 
was bound by graveclothes. Our Lord might 
have freed him from their restraint, but 
since this could be done by ordinary care it 
was left perhaps to those who had formerly 
enswathed him. He alone can say, “Come 
forth!” and give life, but human care and 
thought may remove the clinging influences 
of the past. 


O blessed Saviour, we pray thee for our 
beloved ones who are dead while they live, 
and are bound with the graveclothes of sin! 
Come to them with thy wondrous life-giving 
energy, and even if they do not as yet believe, 
work through our faith for their salvation, 
we humbly beseech thee! 


Sunday, 6th. John 11. 47-57. 


As soon as the news of this wonderful 
miracle reached the leaders of the nation a 
council was specially summoned to consider 
the situation. It seemed obvious that when 
this miracle was noised abroad the whole 
nation would rally about this wonderful be- 
ing and throw off the Roman yoke. The re- 
sult would be the total suppression of the 
last remains of their authority. 

Note the admission of Caiaphas and the 
rest! They could not deny the miracle. 
Modern critics deny it and the other miracles 
after 1900 years have passed, but those who 
were contemporary had to deal with them as 
incontestable facts. 

Caiaphas suggested that instead of the 
whole nation being wiped out, as must be the 
case if a national uprising under the leader- 
ship of Christ took place, it would be far 
wiser for Jesus to be at once put to death. 
This would make a national uprising impos- 
sible, and save the national existence. His 
policy was as fatal as it was short-sighted, 
and its acceptance led, forty years after, to 
the complete demolition of the Jewish state. © 
How little Caiaphas realized that for the 
moment he had become the instrument of the 
divine Spirit, and as high priest, like Balaam 
of old, was giving utterance to the sublime 
truth of Christ’s finished work! In his death 
our Lord made an at-one-ment for the fallen 
race of Adam, and in his resurrection and 
ascension he has been throughout the ages 
building up an empire, whilst Rome and many 
another nation has vanished like a dream. 

Jesus knew that the end was at hand, but 
he also knew that it must be preceded by 
the triumphal entrance into the Holy City, so 
as to fulfil the ancient prophecy and be ac- 
claimed king. He, therefore, withdrew to the 
village of Ephraim, and quietly awaited “the 
hour” fixed before the world was made. In 
the meanwhile the Jews were gathering-in 
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from all the world, and as the rumor of his 
wonderful words and acts was spread abroad 
the one inquiry was for Jesus Christ. Surely, 
also, when preparing for the Supper or for 
any revival movement we should carefully 
inquire whether we may certainly count on 
the Lord’s presence. Will he be there? 


Lord Jesus, we cannot do aught or enjoy 
aught of service or feast if thou art absent! 
Come to us, we pray thee, in our great hours 
of festival and song, and abide with us when 
we are surrounded by our enemies and per- 
plexed by alarms! Come then, oh come and 
be a present help! 


Monday, 7th. John 12.1-11. 


When the fixed hour arrived our Lord 
turned back to Jerusalem, healing and bless- 
ing on his way, as the Synoptic Gospels re- 
cord. He knew perfectly well, as we learn 
from Luke 18. 31-33, what awaited him, but 
he set his face like a flint to fulfil the pro- 
gram agreed on in eternity. 

It was on the Friday afternoon that he 
reached the dear home at Bethany. The fact 
of his being there led to many of the foreign 
Jews making their way to the village to see 
the wonderful man of whom they had heard 
so much. : 

It is not difficult to imagine the scene. The 
village in the hollow of Olivet, nestling amid 
olive trees and oleanders! The long-drawn 
shadows of the evening! The rustic, roomy 
house, covered by the creeping plants! The 
spacious apartment, with its low tables and 
couches! The simple provision of bread, 
wine, and fruit! The company reclining, 
spectators standing, and villagers crowding 
at the outer door! The Master, with the 
light of God’s presence in his heart; Martha 
intent on hospitable service; Mary preparing 
for her act of self-sacrificing devotion! 

Martha was inclined to think of her sister 
as unpractical, not realizing that she was 
being led to apprehend truths of which she 
herself had no knowledge. Sitting at Christ’s 
feet Mary had learnt the facts of his death 
on the cross, to be followed by his resurrec- 
tion. She knew that she would not be at 
~ hand to perform the last offices that women 
can perform for their dead, and bethought 
herself of an ingenious method of anticipat- 
ing the burying. She resolved that his body 
should have as royal an anointing as a king’s; 
and the Lord read out the significance of her 
deed, revealing her inner purpose as he said: 

“Let her alone! Against my burial hath 
she kept this.” 

Not even Judas could have called her act 
waste could he have seen the harvest of 
similar deeds constrained by a similar love. 

I have often thought that the scent of the 
anointing might have lingered even to the 
cross, and a waft of it may have refreshed 
our Lord in his dying anguish. 

Do we do things of that kind out of pure 
love? 


Lord Jesus, forgive our negligence, that 


we ask so much of thee and give so little! 
Give us to know the romance of love, which 
gives its best for love’s dear sake! 
Tuesday, 8th. John 12.12-19. Read also 
Matthew 21. 


It is interesting to know that Daniel’s 
prophecy of 483 years was fulfilled on this 
great day: see Daniel 9.24-27. A large con- 
tingent of pilgrims from Galilee accompanied 
Jesus in his advent to the city, to which they 
were traveling from all parts of the land 
(Matthew 21.11), and these were met by 
thousands who poured out of the city gates to 
welcome him. Palm branches, indicative of 
victory, were hastily cut down from the trees, 
and the cry of “Hosanna!” came from Psalm 
1S5 255 

There could be no menace to the Passover 
power in this enthusiasm for one who rode 
on the foal of an ass, and there could be no 
accusation of plotting on the part of the dis- 
ciples when apparently they did not under- 
stand the inner significance of this incident 
till after his resurrection. 5 

Before our Lord there lay a prospect that 
none of the crowd around him could have 
glimpsed. He saw another crowd, and heard 
the overwhelming outcry of ‘“Crucify! 
Crucify!” If they passed through a certain 
gate he might even have seen the site of his 
cross, which would be encircled by a differ- 
ent crowd. In this throng were groups of 
Pharisees, who bore witness to their failure 
to prevail. How little they understood that 
all had been determined by the council and 
foreknowledge of God, and that they were on 
the. verge of an event which prophets and 
kings had desired to see! é 

Are we sufficiently glad in our religious 
life? Our Lord is still progressing through 
the.world, and crowds still precede and fol- 
low him, but is there not a somberness about 
our religious life that does not startle 
onlookers as this scene of exuberant joy 
startled even the Greeks to ask for an inter- 
view? Too often we take our religion so 
seriously that it rather repels than attracts 
young and happy souls to come to the Sav- 
iour’s standard. There is no doubt that a 
bright and glad interpretation of the Chris- 
tian religion would do more than all the ser- 
mons to win adherents to the Saviour’s pro- 
cession through the world. 


Teach us, O Spirit of God, the secret of 
a glad and happy-making life! May there 
be a beauty in our behavior, a song on our 
lips, a peace in our hearts and a light on our 
faces that shall be infinitely attractive to 
those who have only found disappointment in 
the promises of this passing world! 


Wednesday, 9th. John 12. 20-36. 


As the East sent representatives to the 
Saviour’s cradle, the West sent them to his 
cross. These were not Greek-speaking Jews, 
but genuine Greeks, children of the race 
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which has left so indelible an impression on 
human life. 

The Greek mind loved light, joy, and 
beauty, and these inquirers doubtless expected 
that this Idol of the crowds was alluring 
them by these attractions. Our Lord did not 
set himself to disabuse their minds of this 
impression, but stressed the fact that the 
radiance of spring and the wealth of summer 


can only come through the buried seed and. 


the sterner influence of winter. The corn of 
wheat must fall into the ground and pir be- 
fore the fields can be covered by wheat 
rustling in the summer breeze. 

Then there passed before our Saviour a 
vision of all that was involved in his sur- 
render to death,—its shame, and the bearing 
as though it were his own of the sin of the 
race; the hiding of his Father’s face and the 
drinking to the dregs the penalty of the race; 
the apparent triumph of Satan’s hate and to 
be accounted as sin because he had assumed 
the condemnation due to our race. 

Note the three steps! First, he shrank 
from all that awaited him. But almost im- 
mediately that natural human shrinking was 
succeeded by the petition that at whatever 
cost the Father’s name might be glorified. 
Oh that the same desire might fill our hearts 


that at whatever cost to us God’s name may - 


be glorified! The voice from heaven reminds 

us that as in the raising of Lazarus it had 

certainly been glorified, so it would be in his 
' resurrection and ascension. 

When our Lord spoke further of “being 
lifted up’ we must remember that he re- 
ferred not primarily to the preaching of the 
gospel, but to the fact that he. would be ele- 
vated on the cross. It was only on his volun- 
tary submission to that shameful death that 
he could cancel the claims of a broken law 
and draw men to himself by this constrain- 
ing exhibition of his love. In his death he 
also bruised the serpent’s head and prepared 
for his casting out of the earth-sovereignty 
which he has usurped. This was the pre- 
liminary stage of that final casting-out which 
we are to witness ere long. 

O blessed and exalted Lord, how can we 
ever thank thee enough for yielding to so 
cruel and shameful a death! May we have 
a deeper understanding of what it involved, 
that as we enter into its meaning we may be 
constrained to die unto sin and live unto 
righteousness! 


Thursday, 10th. John 12. 36-50. 


God has so constituted our nature that we 


can apprehend and appreciate the truth when 
it is revealed to us. But when we are gov- 
erned by our self-nature we constantly re- 
fuse to view truth from his standpoint of 
clear vision, and view it obliquely. Our 
. self-love, our wayward will, and our fear of 
what may be said against us by others con- 
tinue to give us this distorted vision. God 
may, therefore, be said to do that which is the 
' natural and predestined result of our misuse 


of the power with which he has endowed us. 

It is in this sense that the apostle says that 
God blinds eyes and hardens hearts. The 
sun that melts wax hardens clay. It will 
bleach linen, but it will brown the hands that 
reach it forth to dry. If the grace of God is 
not a savor of life it will become a savor of 
death. 

The identification of our Lord’s humanity 
with the Father was close, as we gather from 
verses 44, 45, 49 and 50. Each of those af- 
firmations deserves careful heed. First, be- 
cause we realize how completely he emptied 
himself and assumed our nature. As the 
eternal Son he was essentially one with the 
Father, but in his incarnation he put aside 
that unity, veiled it, refused to use it though 
always within his reach, in order that as man, 
the second Adam, he might live a life of 
prayer and fellowship as we may. He ap- 
peals to us to regard the Father and himself 
as one, and then challenges us to live in the 
same relationship with his own personality. 

Oh that we ceased to speak from ourselves, 
and that people might not behold us, but him 
who sends us forth! ‘Then, like our Lord, 
we should become lights in the world. Let 
us live near him, that we may become like 
that which we love! Think of him! Put 
into practice his ideals! The beauty of Je- 
sus will pass into our faces, and people who 
come in touch with us will say of us, “He 
(or she) has been with Christ.” 


Blessed Lord, may it become our happy 
experience that we shall live in such close 
touch with thee that we may reflect thee! 
May thy Spirit enchain our hearts and lives 
with thee, so that thy beauty may be upon us! 


Friday, 11th. John 13.1-11. 
1 John 1. 1-10. 


The love of Christ! It had always been 
there, but as the hour of his departure drew 
near it sought for more intense expression. 
He was about to suffer unknown depths of 
anguish. Soon he would have withdrawn 
his physical presence. It seemed as though 
he yearned for an unforgetable expression 
of love. Strangely, it was provided by un- 
seemly contention among his disciples as to 
who should perform the simple ordinary cus- 
tom of washing feet that were feverous with 
heat and dust-covered with travel. : 

The proud spirit of the flesh which had so 
often cursed the little group had broken out 
with renewed virulence: as though the 
prince of this world wished to inflict a part- 
ing blow through those whom Christ loved 


Read also 


best. We are told that he loved them to the 
uttermost. They were in an intimate sense 
his own. 


May we dare to appropriate that same 
transaction? It is not unreasonable, since 
“All thine are mine,” John 17.9, 10. What a 
privilege and responsibility are ours, and 
what comfort! Let us live worthily of him 
whose we are! Dear as earthly love is, let 
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us lean back on his to us, and let us love him 
back! 

We have been washed, but we need daily 
cleansing. Our feet become soiled with the 
dust of life’s highways. Our hands are 
grimy as we handle the sins and sorrows of 
others. Our lips get fouled amid the inces- 
sant passage of current talk. We therefore 
have constant need of the laver for our 
cleansing; and this sacred office our Saviour 
will not confide to others. As we confess our 
sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from‘all unrighteous- 
ness. We need more of this lowly, loving 
spirit so as to be prepared in all humility and 
tenderness to wash one another’s feet, as the 
Master enjoins it on us in verses 15 and 16. 


O gracious Saviour, who art not so great 
as to forget our daily need of thy saving 
grace, come to us, we pray thee, even when 
we least expect thee, and perform for us the 
sacred cleansing day by day and hour by 
hour that we may be fitted for our sacred 
ministry to others! We thank thee and 
praise thy glorious name, and long to be im- 
bued with thy own wonderful compassion! 


Saturday, 12th. John 13. 12-26. 


We are glad indeed to receive the daily 
and hourly cleansing of Christ. He never 
forgets our need, nor does he shrink from the 
office of cleansing our sin-stained feet. But 
are we also conscious of doing the same for 
others? We are conscious of their imper- 
fection, but too often we are content to note, 
criticize, and turn from them with disgust. 
We sorely need more of our Lord’s loving, 
lowly spirit. Let us mend our ways in this 
particular, and watch for each other’s souls, 
and in all sincerity imitate in this as in all 
else the example of our Lord! But this is 
only possible when we live in close fellow- 
ship with him and welcome the constant in- 
coming of his holy and lowly nature. 

Our Lord was deeply troubled that though 
he had washed the feet of Judas he had not 
been able to alter his purpose. He was fully 
awake to what was intended by him within a 
few hours. He had arranged beforehand 
that the house in which he proposed to par- 
take of the Paschal Supper should only be 
known when Peter and John were accosted, 
on their entrance to Jerusalem, by the man 
with the water jar, Mark 14.12-16. The 
traitor had, therefore, been compelled to 
wait till the afternoon, when he entered the 
city with the Master and the rest. To cover 
his design he was obliged to stay for the 
preliminaries of the feast, but was watching 
for a favorable opportunity of leaving the 
Table and stealing away to his fellow con- 
spirators to acquaint them with our. Lord’s 
movements. 

It is touching to read in Matthew 26.21, 
22 that each disciple feared lest he should be 
the traitor. So often had they failed! So 
weak they knew themselves to be! So dense 
and dark was the atmosphere by which they 


were enveloped that each felt it possible that 
he might become the unwilling cause of the 
Master’s betrayal and death! 

Grant unto us, dear Master, that same 
heart-searching, that we may not be self- 
confident and boastful, but lowly and self- 
suspecting! Oh grant us grace that we may 
not fail thee in the hour of destiny, or do 
aught that might bring added pain to thy 


heart! 


Sunday, 13th. John 13. 27-38. 


Love, as our Lord used the word, is God’s 
indwelling in the soul. It is the transmitting 
through our lives of that which we have re- 
ceived in fellowship with the uncreated glory 
of the divine being. That which was from 
the beginning between the Father and the 
Son; that which brought our Saviour to this 
earth to die; that which dwells perennially in 
his heart, unaltered by time or distance; that 
which overflows all definitions,—that is 
the love which we are bidden to entertain 
towards each other. ‘This is his command- 
ment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another 
as he gave us commandment,” 1 John 3.23. 

Love should ever be the supreme test! It 


- has been the mistake of every age to make 


belief rather than love the supreme test. The 
persecutions of the medieval church were in- 
tended to exact uniformity of creed, and 
even in our own time a man may be imperi- 
ous in temper and uncharitable in speech 
without losing his position in the church so 
long as he holds an orthodox creed. 

Whilst our. Lord was thus talking about 
love Peter was evidently musing over what 
had recently happened. He had gathered 
from John that Judas would betray the Mas- 
ter. This had been indicated by the passing 
of the sop. Then our Lord had spoken of the 
near approach of his glory, adding that they 
could not follow him whither he was going. 
There was something in the Master’s own 
bearing which had a touch of pathos and 
tenderness which struck a deeper note than 
ever before. An indistinct dread cast its 
shadow over Peter as he asked whither he 
was going where they could not be with him. 
“Why cannot I follow thee now? Have I 
not left all to follow thee? And even if 
death is the next item in thy plan, I am pre- 
pared for -that also.” How little he knew 
himself! He was strong in his own strength, 
self-reliant, and self-confident. He must be 
broken on the servant girl’s question, and in 
the bitter hours that followed must be emp- 
tied of his proud and self-reliant spirit. At 
Pentecost he learnt the indwelling power of 
the Holy Spirit. Then and thereafter he 
drank of the cup and was baptized into the 
sufferings of his Lord. 

Fill us, O Spirit of God, with thy grace 
that we may follow Christ at any price and 
by any road! May we know the power of 
Pentecost so as to follow the Master step by 
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step until we come through Calvary and 
Pentecost! 


Monday, 14th. John 14. 1-11. 


One shrinks from the attempt to elucidate 
or emphasize the significance of these divine 
words! We dare not read them quickly, but 
as a connoisseur of jewels, who holds them 
one by one to the light that their hidden 
heart may flame out with fire. 

The Saviour talks of heaven as a home,— 
it is the Father’s house. Spacious,—there 
are many mansions. Full of variety, that 
each soul may find its prepared environment 
and opportunity. But after all its charm 
will be that he will be there, whom not hay- 
ing seen we love, with whom we have spent 
our lives, and to whom we owe everything! 
Listen again, “Ye shall be where I am!” 
Haste on and away, ye days and years! 

Thomas ought to have known! 
had spoken freely of the Father and the ways 
of the inner life. Take, for instance, the 
sermon on the Mount and the teachings of 
this Gospel! He and his fellow disciples, liv- 
ing in fellowship with Christ, were at the 
center of the world’s illumination, but did not 
realize it. 

Keep in touch and fellowship with your 
Lord, and you will advance towards the goal 
of all faithful: souls in the bosom of God! 
In fellowship with Christ you will know the 


_. truth by intuition rather than by reasoning. 


Many complain that they know Christ, pray 
to Christ, are conscious of Christ, but that 
God the Father is far away and impalpable. 
They, therefore, strain after sonie new vision 
or experience of God. It is a profound mis- 
take. To know Jesus is to know God. To 
pray to Jesus is to pray to God. To know 
that Jesus is in your heart is to have the 
great God shining in on you. It is as whén 
by a slight removal of rock or sand the light 
of day penetrates into the cave which for 
ages had been dark. Happy the moment 
when we awake to realize that in Jesus we 
are open to the infinite God! 

O Lord, we are asking great things today, 
that thou shouldest become more and more to 
us by the inpouring of thy light and life! 
Help us in hours of quiet musing to know 
thee! May thy fulness become our constant 
experience and comfort, and bring us at last 
to our mansion! 


Tuesday, 15th. John 14. 12-24. 


Whenever our Lord was about to say 
something unusually important he prefaced 
it by “Verily, verily”; or, as it is in the 
original, “Amen, Amen, I say unto you.” 
- The words well suit his lips who is “the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness.” 

It was necessary that his subsequent words 
shogild be preceded by this introduction. If 
he: had said that in the coming time greater 
works than his would be performed by some 
illustrious prophet or apostle we should not 
have needed this careful introduction, but to 
- learn that powers so transcendent are within 


Our Lord’ 


the reach of the ordinary believer is so star- 
tling that we need the Verily, Verily. But 
alas that we have not dared to appropriate 
the challenge of verses 12-14! But why 
should we not begin to act on them? Thou 
humble, unassuming soul, enter on thine 
heritage! 

But our Lord not only bids us do his 
works, but assures us of his intercession. In 
heaven, as formerly on earth, he prays for 
us that our faith may not fail, and above all 
that we may receive the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit. It is certain that he has never ceased 
from this sublime. quest. For Zion’s sake 
he does not hold his peace. Every revival of 
religion, every fresh and deeper baptism of 
the Spirit, every new infilling of individual 
souls, may be due to our Saviour’s strong 
cryings on our behalf. It may be that at 
this hour he is asking the Father that he 
would dower the universal church with an- 
other Pentecost; and if so let us join him in 
his prayer ! 

He said that he would pray the Father to 
give the other Paraclete; and his prayer was 
manifestly heard on the Day of Pentecost, 
again in Acts 8 and 10 and 19, and in every 
great revival that has visited the church. 
There is no adequate translation of that 
word Paraclete. It may be rendered com- 
forter, helper, advocate, interpreter. The 
Greek word simply means one whom you call 
to your side in a battle or law-suit, or as a 
friend in sweet and secret communion. But 
remember that the Holy Spirit is equally a 
person as the Father or the Son! 


Teach us, most gracious Father, to walk 
in the paracletism of the Paraclete! May we 
not grieve or quench him, that he may reveal 
our Lord to us, may empower us for his 
service, and may shed abroad his love in our 
hearts! Above all, may he cause our hearts 
to become mansions, however humble, for 
the indwelling of the Father and the Son! 


Wednesday, 16th. John 14. 25-31. 


The Comforter is come! Oh why are we 
so lonesome, so weak, so depressed? The 
Father has sent him to be our convoy, 
teacher, and the co-witness to our testimony 
for the Saviour. This is emphatically the 
age of the Holy Spirit. Grieved, ignored, 
and rejected he may be, as the Saviour was 
before him, but he will not cease his blessed 
ministry to the bride till the bridegroom 
comes to claim her for himself. If only as 
members of the body of Christ and as co- 
workers with him for the redemption of 
men we would avail ourselves more con- 
stantly of his anointing and co-witness we 
should reap marvelous results in our personal 
enrichment and the deepening effect of our 
ministry. 

We do not need to pray for the Holy 
Spirit, but to avail ourselves of the paraclet- 
ism of the Paraclete. The pot of oil is in the 
church, but she has almost ceased to bring 
her empty vessels. The mine is beneath our 
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feet, but we do not work it. The wireless 
ether is our environment, but we do not 
avail ourselves of its presence. 

This reliance on the Holy Spirit will in- 
duce the realization of our Saviour’s peace, 
—“My peace.” He knew all that awaited 
him,—the treachery of Judas, the denial by 
Peter, the forsaking of all, the shame and 
spitting, the cross and the grave,—yet he 
spoke serenely of his peace. Men are dis- 
posed to believe that peace is contingent of 
retirement from active life, some quiet home 
in the heart of natural beauty, and tender 
home love and life. Not so, says our Lord. 
“Arise, let us go hence.” Let us leave this 
still chamber, around the window of which 
the vine clings, and go forth into the garden 
through which the traitor is leading the ar- 
resting band, and there we shall find it pos- 
sible to carry with us the peace which rests 
on the will of God, and in which we shall be 
sustained by the Paraclete! 

Oh that we really loved the Father, and 
ever did as the Father commands! Then the 
prince of this world would be unable to 
elicit the slightest response. 


Most gracious Saviour, it breaks our 
hearts to realize how much we have missed 
of thy gift of the Spirit and thy legacy of 
peace! Life has gone so far without our 
claiming our inheritance. We cannot live tt 
over again, but for the future may we pos- 
sess our possessions! 


Thursday, 17th. John 15.1-8. Read also 
Isaiah 63. 7-19. 


‘Nature is a parable of God. Each natural 
object as it stood in Eden’s untainted beauty 
displayed some aspects of him whom no 
man can see and live. The apple tree amid 
the trees of the wood, the rose of Sharon, the 
lily of the vale, the cedar breasting the storm, 
the rock with its steadfastness, the sea with 
the noise of its waves or the sob of its with- 
drawal, these foreshadow qualities in the na- 
ture of God. We are, therefore, not sur- 
prised when our Lord was leaving the Upper 
Room that his attention was arrested by the 
fluttering of the vine leaves, and said: 

“Whatever the vine may be in the world of 
nature, that I am to all true and faithful 
souls !” 

Consider the unity of the vine! The root 
and branches together complete it. However 
different their functions, root and branches, 
leaves and cluster,. all together make one 
organic whole. So is it with Christ! All who 
are united with him are one with each other. 
They who were converted at Pentecost are 
not complete apart from the last converts at 
the end of the age. 

Consider the pliancy of the vine! It re- 
quires a husbandman, and is pliant to his 
touch. So it was with our Lord. He never 
followed his own way. He said that he could 
do nothing of himself. His cry was, Not as 
I will, but as thou wilt! So we must yield 
ourselves to his will. 


Consider the suffering of the vine! When 
in the spring the grace of the green vine 
makes all the land lovely, and the shoots be- 
gin to wave in the blue air, the husbandman 
comes with pruning-hook and shears and 
strips it bare. In the vintage its branches are 
torn down and trodden in the winepress. 
Christ’s people in all the ages have been 
subject to such treatment, but the days of suf- 
fering have ever been those of richest fruit- 
age. The red stream of blood that has vital- 
ized the world has flowed forth from broken 
hearts. But in all this our Saviour has been 
one with his suffering ones, and the knife has 
been in the Father’s hands. 

We thank thee, O Father, for taking us 
out of the wild growth of our race and graft- 
ing us into the divine stock! How can we 
praise thee enough for the union which thou 
hast established between our Saviour and 
ourselves? Grant us to bear much fruit! 


Friday, 18th. John 15.9-17. Read 1 John 
4. 7-21. 

It is impossible to take long portions for 
reading and meditation. Each sentence here 
is a gem which sparkles with its own peculiar 
radiance. 

Think of it! Christ has loved us, and 
loved us even to the death. He goes yet 
further, and says he loves us even as the Fa- 
ther has loved and loves him. He asks that 
ih should abide in the mid current of his 
ove. 

This is only possible as we obey his com- 
mandments, and especially the commandment 
for mutual love. In proportion as we do this 
we not only live in the current of his love, 
but we become fruit-bearing branches, and 
have a secret fount of joy which wells up 
ae a musical spring in a dry and barren 
and. a 

Nor is this all, but we are honored by his 
friendship! It passes thought! Had any 
said it other than Christ we should never 
have believed it. Why not forthwith enter 
into that inner circle? Not servants, not 
worshipers, not outsiders and onlookers, but 
chosen friends ! 

That word “appointed” suggests that the 
Lord has chosen the time and place for our 
fruit-bearing. The vine-dresser in a private 
vinery will sometimes take a branch from - 
the rest and nail it on some unoccupied place 
in the glass roof, far away from the rest. It 
seems unkind to give it that lonely position, 
but the reason appears in the autumn, when 
it bears the richest and largest bunches. So 
our Lord may set us apart by some physical 
disability such as deafness, or by the sick- 
room, or by the limitations of our personal © 
gifts: yet he will be amply justified by the 
rich fruit that will result. 

Out of all this discipline there will come 
a freedom in prayer and a conformity of our 
prayers to the will and way of God that will 
secure unprecedented answers. The soul 
which has absolutely submitted its plans and 
prospects to the will of God has a freedom — 
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and power with God which he instantly ac- 
knowledges. The son who is sent on some 
distant errand by his father has a right to 
claim his father’s support and backing: 
what will not God do for those to whom he 
has given a special place and purpose? 


Forgive us, great Father, for our little 
faith, and help us to believe that thou wilt 
supply our need in thy service to the utter- 
most! May we ask for great things, receive 
them, use them, and return to thee a hundred- 
fold! In Christ's name. 


Saturday, 19th. John 15. 18-27. 

The world consists of those who have no 
vision beyond the things which are seen and 
touched by our senses. The beloved apostle 
specifies it as consisting of the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 

_life. Those who have been attracted from 
the things seen and transient to the unseen 
and eternal by the grace of God, and who 
are not of the world, will always be hated by 
the world. The world-spirit crucified our 
Lord; and it is the same evil world today. 

Satan is still its prince and liege lord, and 

hates us. What should we do if our Lord 
had not met and conquered him on the cross, 
where he destroyed him that had the power 
of death, the devil? If we live as separated 
ones, bearing a definite witness to the living 

Saviour, we shall be selected as targets for 

_ the malice of hell! 
' For three years our Lord had pleaded with 
the people and given them evidences of his 
divine origin and mission, and this added 
great aggravation to their sin. In rejecting 
him they had rejected the Father, to whom 
he had made constant reference. 

This sheds light-on the present situation. 
As Christology is.robbed of the divine ele- 
ment the vision of God the Father fades from 
the hearts and minds of men. 

The closing verses are of eminent value. 
First they suggest what Peter afterwards 
urged on the Day of Pentecost, that as the 
representative of his church he claimed and 
received from the Father the promised Para- 
clete. Of course, as Son of God he was eter- 
nally one with the Father and the Spirit, but 
in his voluntary self-emptying for our sakes 
and his identification with the redeemed 
church, as the representative and head of the 
church he sought and received the Holy 
Spirit to indwell his people, that he might 
achieve through them successive Pentecosts. 

Wilt thou so enable us, most holy Spirit, to 


do thy work in the world that thou shalt be: 


able to give thy corroboration to the messages 
qwe deliver and our efforts to evangelize and 
save: so that souls may be saved and the 
coming of our Lord hastened! In his name. 


Sunday, 20th. John 16.1-11. 

Three facts forced themselves on the apos- 
tles while they listened. First, they were 
soon to be bereaved of their Lord’s presence 
(5). Second, they would be left alone, ex- 
posed to the world’s hatred. Third, their 


mission would be in witness-bearing to the 
unseen Saviour. 

We can almost hear them saying: “O Mas- 
ter, why canst thou not stay? Our orphaned 
hearts cannot endure the blank when thou art 
gone. And as for our witness, what will it 
avail when the whole world is in arms?” 

In effect our Lord answered them: “I will 
not leave you without aid. I shall still be 
with you, though unseen. . The Paraclete will 
reveal my presence to you, whilst he con- 
vinces the world of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment.” 

(1) The deepest conviction of sin arises 
not when the Ten Commandments are read, 
but when the soul realizes the enormity of 
not loving and thanking Christ for his agony 
and death on its behalf. How can I ever 
forgive myself for having slighted or refused 
his love! 

(2) The conviction of righteousness also 
arises from the longing of the soul for a robe 
in which to stand before God; and the an- 
swer again comes from the imputed right- 
eousness of our Saviour’s person and work. 
We stand before God accepted in him who 
fulfilled the law to its last iota of obedience; 


‘and his obedience is imputed to us. 


(3) The conviction of judgment. That 
judgment has been already executed on the 
prince of this world. The cross was the 
crisis of history. Satan measured himself in 
a final wrestle with the Second Man, the Lord . 
from heaven, and was cast out.. Meet him, 
therefore, as a vanquished foe! He can have 
no power to overwhelm the soul which has 
made Christ his shield. Only let us abide 
in the last Adam, and let him abide in you, 
and he will repeat in and through you his 
eternal victory! 


We praise thee, dear Saviour, for thy com- 
plete undoing of the work of Satan! We are 
forgiven, accounted righteous, and made 
more than conquerors: and now we desire to 
yield ourselves absolutely and entirely to thy 
service! We owe all to thee, and we have but 
one hope, desire, and prayer, that we may be 
accounted worthy of thy love! ; 


Monday, 21st. John 16, 12-24. 


The theme of this paragraph is the incom- 
pleteness of our Lord’s teaching during his 
earthly life. At the most we have but a small 
portion of his words in the Gospels. Many 
parables had been woven in the loom of his 
mind; many discourses, like that of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount; many heavenly mysteries 
revealed. When we compare the Gospels 
with the Epistles we realize how much our 
Lord left unsaid,—the relation between the 
ritual of Leviticus and his own finished work, 
the attitude of his church to the heathen 
world, the union between Jew and Gentile in 
his church, the supersedence of the Temple 
ritual by the realities of the Christian dis- 
pensation! 

But there are limits to human understand- 
ing. So worn out were they that they must 
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needs fall asleep in the garden. Heart and 
mind were already overwhelmed by the 
crowding thoughts which he was conveying 
to them in these last precious hours. It is 
thus that he deals with us still. About many 
things concerning which we crave fuller light 
he says: 

“My child, you cannot bear to know every- 
thing that is in my heart to tell you! It 
must be line on line, precept on precept, here 
a little and there a little. I will explain 
everything when you can endure the unfold- 
ings of truth.” 

In the closing verses of our reading we 
have strong evidence of the personality of the 
Holy Spirit. Though the Greek word is 
neuter, a masculine pronoun is used,—“He, 
the Spirit of truth.’ The personal Christ 
would send as his substitute no mere breath 
or influence, but the personal Spirit. 

The condition of learning the deep things 
of God is obedience. Ordinarily men ask to 
know before they step out to obey, but the 
Spirit requires that they should begin to obey 
before they fully know. As we obey we 
learn. As we climb the full glory of our 
Saviour’s character is disclosed. 

Grant us, O Lord, increasing supplies of 
thy Holy Spirit that he may teach us to 
know thee better and love thee more! Help 
us to obey im the least particulars of Chris- 
tian service, until we are accounted among 
_ those blessed ones of whom it 1s written that 
they follow on to drink of the fountains of 
life, where the Lamb leads his own! 


Tuesday, 22nd. John 16. 25-33. 


They were on the road between the city 
gate and the Garden, and our Lord was on 
his way to the final act of redemption. At 
last the disciples appear to have grasped his 
meaning. Within an hour he would be alone, 
yet not alone. They at the same time would 
be suffering tribulation, and yet might be at 
peace. 

He was going to his death not as a victim, 
but as a conqueror who had overcome. That 
word overcome occurs twice in the recorded 
sayings of our Lord, but it seems to have 
made a profound impression on the apostle 
John. We meet with it six times in his first 
Epistle, and 16 times in the Book of Revela- 
tion. We can never forget the sevenfold 
promise spoken by Christ to those who over- 
come, or the sublime affirmation concerning 
the martyrs that they overcame by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testi- 
mony. 

In Jesus we may have peace, and it is to 
be had by our obedience to the two conditions 
which he lays down. First, let us abide in 
him! There must be constant communion 
and fellowship between us. What he won 
for himself he is prepared to repeat in the 
life story of his followers. We shall not be 
left unaided amid the seductions of the 
temptress world. Down through the ages 
the Saviour says: 


than everlasting. 


“T have overcome!” 

How close was the relationship between 
the Father and the Son during his earthly 
life we shall never know, but the importance 
of that relationship consists in the fact that 
our Lord in his death did not act apart from 
the Father, but that God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world to himself, 2 Corinthians 5. 
19. We can only catch a few rays of this 
glorious truth, but it is clear that this little 
earth must ever be the first in the ranks of 
the myriads of heaven because it witnessed 
the act of the entire Trinity on man’s behalf. 


Teach us, Lord, we humbly beseech thee, 
so to appropriate thy finished work and final 
victory that through thy one death for us all 
we may receive the abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness, and so reign in 
life through the One, our Lord Jesus Christ! 


Wednesday, 23rd. John 17. 1-12. 


This chapter has been rightly called the 
Holy of Holies of the Gospel. Probably it 
should be called preéminently, “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” We may form some idea of the 
petitions he offered on the mountains during 
the nights he spent there. This at least is 
certain, that when the intercessor engaged in 
prayer the first note was for those whom the 
Father had given him. Similarly in heaven 
he specially intercedes for those who shall be 
heirs of salvation. He ever lives to make in- 
tercession for us! 

We learn that the Father has also given in 
his death and resurrection our Lord power 
or right to bestow eternal life on all who be- 
lieve in him. The word eternal means more 
It stands for quality, not 
quantity. As we find it stated here it con- 
sists in the knowledge of God: not in the 
sense of knowing about God, but of being 
united with all holy beings in one divine 
unity and fellowship which are the essence of 
the blessed life. 

We are bewildered at these extraordinary 
unveilings. It is easy to set them out in ex- 
position, but who can explain by the mind 
all that can be only realized by the heart? 
The prophet says truly, “We shall know as 
we follow on to know the Lord. His going 
forth is prepared as the morning.” 

In verses 6-8 the Saviour speaks of those 
who shall believe as given or entrusted by the 
Father to the Son. We cannot understand 
the mystery, but it is more than wonderful to 
learn that we are in the double keeping of 
the Father and the Son. If we are of the 
Father by creation, we are of the Son by 
redemption; and we are joint-heirs with 
Christ in all those glorious things which are 
included in his unsearchable riches. Here 
also we have a glimpse of his perpetual in- 
tercessory prayer. Notice the great depart- 
ments in its ordering! He prays for them 
who have been specially given. He prays 
presently for the world. He prays for us to 
share his glory. 

Put your case into his hand, and dare to 
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believe that not a sigh, tear, or petition 
escapes his loving fellowship or tender in- 
tercession ! 

We thank thee, most holy Spirit, for re- 
cording this wonderful prayer, and we now 
beseech thee to help us to intercede for one 
another and for those, many of whom are 
dear to us, who as yet have not yielded. 
themselves to the constraints of our Sav- 
tour's love! In his name. 


Thursday, 24th. John 17. 13-26. 


The Revised Version margin substitutes 
the word “consecrate” for “sanctify,” and it 
probably conveys a better meaning because 
the bottom fact of our relationship with God 
is devotion to his will. Our Lord does not 
stress our sinfulness which needs pardon, or 
our immunity from pain. and sorrow, but 
longs that the passion which filled his own 
soul for entire surrender to the will of God 
should become our experience also. 

Notice especially our Lord’s desire for the 
unity of his people! “That they all may be 
one!) Ohedm us . - = ~ that they may be 
one, even as we are one . . perfect in 
one!” There is infinite variety in the human 
body, yet each is an individual. Variety in a 
tree,—the giant arms, the leaves, the cones, 
—yet it is one. Variety in the Bible,—of 
authorship, style, and age,—but there is a 
unity in its books which no mere binding can 
give. So with the church, which abounds 
with infinite varieties and shades. of thought 
and work. But some day when time has run 
its course and the completed church is pre- 
sented as a bride adorned for her husband, 
when those whom the Father has given him 
shall behold his glory, there will be a unity 
which has been in the mind of God from the 
foundation of the world. 

This wonderful prayer at its close pledges 
our Lord to make yet fuller disclosures of 
God. “I have made known... . and will 
make known!” Moses had a memorable ex- 
perience when he besought Jehovah to fur- 
ther reveal the contents of his name. He 
was placed in a niche of the mountain side 
and covered with the hand of God whilst the 
full manifestation passed down the mountain 
gorge; but he heard the proclamation of the 
ineffable name, and saw the trail of glory. 
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide my- 
self in thee,” that I also may know and see 
the full glory of God in the face of Jesus! 

Let us mingle praise in our prayers! That 
God has come to us in Jesus Christ; that 
we are numbered amongst those who were 
“givew’; that the day 1s coming when the 
whole church will be complete and glorious; 
and that we have a place in its fabric from 
which Satan cannot displace us,—for all 
these let us give thanks! In Jesus’ name. 


Friday, 25th. John 18. 1-11. 


Our Lord had awoke his disciples for the 
third and last time when the lights glancing 
through the foliage showed that an encircling 
of him and them was in process. He knew 


what awaited him, and stepped out into the 
moonlight with the inquiry, “Whom seek 
ye?” Probably many in the band were famil- 
iar with his appearance, but none dared to 
say “Thee!” <A paralyzing awe had already 
cast its spell over them all: or perhaps some 
revealing ray of his glory burst forth from 
its restraint? But however it came about 
the crowd suddenly fell back in confusion, 
and were flung to the ground. One flash 
came forth to tell of the sleeping lightning 
within his power, but which he would not 
ve since most of them knew not what they 
1d. 

Having given evidence of the might that 
could have delivered himself he returned to 
the attitude of willing self-surrender. 

How touching was the thought of Jesus for 
his own! It is evident that he exerted his 
spiritual power in allowing them to depart 
unmolested: and that same power might have 
struck every arm nerveless, and paralyzed 
every foot with lameness! ' 

It would seem that some wavering ensued 
among his captors, and a hesitation as to 
who should lay hands on him. Judas noticed 
it, and felt that at all hazards he must show 
how safe it was to touch Jesus. He there- 
fore stepped up and kissed him. 

With the power with which he saved 
others he might have saved himself. His 
death was his own free act. Surely we may 
trust that love! It is stronger than death, 
and mightier than the grave. To believe and 
accept it is eternal life. 

Give us to drink of thy spirit, O blessed 
Lord, that whatever may be the perils of thy 
church we may ever hold fast our testimony 
in gentleness, purity and patience! Give us 
thy own wonderful carefulness and thought- 
fulness of spirit! 


Saturday, 26th. John 18. 12-27. 

Annas was the head of the reigning priestly 
family, and the father-in-law of the high 
priest. He was nominally retired from that 
exalted office, but still kept his hand on the 
reins of government. He conducted a kind 
of preliminary inquiry, and afterwards Cai- 
aphas, his son-in-law, presided over the court 
which was being summoned in the mean- 
while. 

Their first suggestion was that our Lord 
had been forming a secret society with the 
object of overthrowing the Roman govern- 
ment. This, of course, would at once have 
brought the Roman authorities into the mat- 
ter, and made it easy for them to dispose of 
Jesus. Our Lord met these suggestions with 
an absolute negative. 

When the procession reached the palace 
gate John entered with the crowd, but on 
missing Peter he returned to ask the maid 
who kept:the door to admit him. During our 
Lord’s examination the party were discussing 
the situation step by step, and Peter joined 
in the conversation. He was revealed by his 
Galilean brogue, and the firelight falling on 
his face brought about his recognition as hay- 
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ing been in Gethsemane, and especially as 
having struck at the servant of the high 
priest. Finally, we are told, he began to 
_ curse and swear, until as the Lord turned and 
looked on him he rushed out into the early 
morning and (I think) made for Gethsemane. 

How often we are tempted in the same 
manner! Our Master is still standing at the 
bar of human judgment whilst we are too apt 
to warm ourselves in the ruddy glow of this 
world’s favor. In the society féte, in the 
literary and scientific academy, in the picture 
show or theater, we are tempted to drift 
from our moorings and to be taken off our 
guard. Let us never forget that the eye of 
the Master is on us there, and that his heart 
yearns over us to call us back from the fatal 
step! Let us not add sorrow to his sorrow 
by denying or failing him! 

Lord Jesus, hold us fast, we beseech thee, 
that we may not drift from thee or give thee 
pain! We are fickle, and easily led astray. 
May thy Holy Spirit make us strong with thy 
strength, O Son of God, immortal lover! 


Sunday, 27th. John 18. 28-40. 


We must leave the commentator and his- 
torian to set in order the facts of our Lord’s 
trial. Enough to say that they compelled 
Pilate to take action in the case. As the 
Jews had no right to put the accused to 
death, and only a death sentence would 
satisfy them, they suggested that they had 
found him forbidding tribute to Cesar. This 
compelled Pilate to take action. He there- 
fore accosted Christ with the inquiry: 

“Art thou the king of the Jews?” 

He probably expected that Jesus would 
disclaim any such title. But instead our Lord 
answered his question by propounding an- 
other : 

“Sayest thou this thing of thyself?” 

With a touch of pride our Saviour’s ques- 
tion was answered by the sneer: 

“Am I a Jew?” 

Then came one of those wonderful sen- 
tences which have ever arrested the mind and 
heart of man: ; : 

“My kingdom is not of this world... .. 

The outstanding characteristic of this king- 
dom is its refusal to use force. They who 
surround Christianity with social prestige, 
endow it with wealth, and guard it with the 
sword, expel its divine spirit and leave only 
its semblance dead upon the field. All that 
Christ’s gospel seeks is for freedom,—free- 
dom to do what Jesus did, freedom to leave 
the truth to realize itself, freedom to trust the 
Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Oh for one of the 
days of the Son of man, who came to our 
world armed with no authority but that of 
truth, clothed with no power but love! 

How memorable are those words of our 
Lord, “Thou sayest that I am, a king!” 
There is no soul of man in any clime or age 
that has known Christ’s claims who does not 
recognize his sublime supremacy. Every one 
that is of the truth recognizes in the ring of 


” 


. power and reign! 


his voice and the purity of his program the 
truth for which the heart craves. Men dif- 
fer about the isms and interpretations, but 
never about the essential truth. : 

My reader, art thou a king in the small 
realm of thy own nature? And hast thou 
handed that kingship to Jesus? 


Lord Jesus, be thou the crowned king of 
my heart and life! Take to thyself thy great 
Lét there be no province 
in my heart not dominated by thy Spirit, and 
no-lurking rebel of self-will to dispute thy 
sway! 


Monday, 28th. John 19. 1-16. 


Pilate is one of the most notable instances 
in history of preferring expediency to princi- 
ple. He wished to do right, but not because 
it was right. He wished to do right without 
seeming to thwart the Jews. In the result he 
was finally entrapped into doing the deed 
which he had taken so much trouble to avoid. 
Therefore he stands as a beacon and warning. 

A tortuous course will certainly end in 
disaster, but a righteous one will at last lead 
into the open. But when choosing the right 
be sure to speak out firmly at once! It may 
be harder for the moment, but it will be 
easier afterwards. 

Such a word Pilate failed to speak, and 
when Jesus was again brought before him he 
sought various methods of doing as his con- 
science prompted without running counter to 
the Jewish leaders. But one alternative after 
another was swept away by the crowds, 
amongst whom the chief priests and elders 
and their emissaries were constantly moving. 
Another evangelist tells us that he washed 
his hands to exhibit publicly his refusal to 
accept any responsibility of the death of this 
righteous man. But no outward ceremonial 
can obliterate the sin of the soul. Lady Mac- 
beth also found this out! You cannot shift 
responsibility for crimes which you might 
check. If your word will turn the balance 
between truth and falsehood, and you shirk 
the duty of speaking it, and if wrong ts done, 
then you are to blame. As long as you have 
life you have to use it for the truth, and if in 
a moment of crisis you allow the wrong to 
be done you are accountable as much as if 
you were the perpetrator. 

Long years after, stripped of his procura- 
torship which he had sacrificed Christ to 
Save, worn out by his misfortunes, universally 
execrated, and banished to Gaul with his 
faithful wife, they must often have spoken to- 
gether of the events of that morning which 
had so strangely affected their lives. Any 
day may change your destiny! Watch and 
pray that if you have to enter temptation you 
may be saved! 


Help us, O Lord, by the plentiful gift of 
thy Holy Spirit to ever follow the leading 
and prompting of the Spirit of truth, that we 
may never betray thee or fail thee: and. we 


pray thee to teach us to speak that truth in 
love! 


Bible Notes for Daily Devotions. 
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Tuesday, 29th. John 19. 17-30. 


Pilate had written a headpiece for the 
cross according to the usual custom in Greek 
the language of science, in Latin the language 
of government, and in Hebrew the language 
of religion. Its hidden sarcasm enraged the 
Jewish leaders. It was equivalent to saying, 
This nation cannot produce a better king 
than this, and this is the fate that Rome metes 
out to all such pretenders. 

‘Each of us is writing his conception of the 
nature and claims of Christ by the way in 
which he treats him, either confessing his 
divine glory so as he enthrones him or re- 
pudiating his claims as he hands him over to 
the cross. 

The Lord’s first prayer from the cross was 
to ask that the soldiers and others who knew 
not what they did might be forgiven. The 
next was for his mother. As soon as‘the 
tidings of his sentence reached her she may 
have said: 

“I will go and see him once more, and he 
will understand what is in my heart.!” 

John would say: “It is no place for women, 
but if you will go I will go with you!” 

“T too will go,” said her sister Mary, the 
wife of Cleophas. 

“And I also,” said Mary of Magdala. 

Jesus understood it all! Being a little ele- 
vated above the ground he could easily speak 
to the little group. He would uot call her 
mother lest identification with himself would 
expose her to insult, but looking towards “‘the 
beloved apostle” linked those two lives in- 
dissolubly. 

Of the next three hours John gives no rec- 
ord but the two last precious sentences. Dur- 


ing the hours that had passed our Lord had | 


been oblivious of physical need, but now that 
he had borne away the sin of the world he 
awoke to the pangs of the body. He had 
drained to the dregs the cup placed, to his 
lips by the Father in pursuit of a world’s 
redemption, and now the vinegar relieved the 
burning fever of his lips. All was accom- 
plished, and as we compare the Gospels we 
find that these words were spoken with the 
shout of a conqueror. 

O Son of man, thou wert indeed justified in 
that last outcry! Thou hadst finished the 
work given thee, and the redemption of man- 
| kind. How can we sufficiently thank thee? 
| May we also be enabled to finish the work 
given us to accomplish in heralding thy fin- 
ished redemption and sharing thy rejection! 


| Wednesday, 30th. John 19. 31-42. 


Those who dearly loved him must have 
wondered when his spirit was yielded up to 
the Father, and what would be the fate of 
the dear body it had tenanted. God supplied 
a solution to the difficulty through Joseph of 
} Arimathea and Nicodemus. They may have 
| been standing together at the last scene, and 
| exchanged hurried sentences. 

“See,” said Joseph, “in my garden, close at 
| hand is a new tomb, hewn out in the rock! 


It has never been used. I had prepared it 
for myself. I will get Pilate to let me bear 
his body thither.” 

And Nicodemus promised that if he suc- 
ceeded he would see to its anointing. 

What a spectacle! The precious body! 
Joseph, Nicodemus, and John and other 
strong men busy! The women weeping as if 
their hearts must break! The tender wash- 
ing of the stains of blood! The white linen 
cloth, powdered with myrrh! The lifting 
to the rocky niche! The rolling of the great 
stone to its place! But when the men had 
finished their work and gone, Mary of Mag- 
dala and the other Mary sat over against the 
sepulcher, gazing at that stone-sealed cave. 
This is the love of woman. The objects of 
their fond attachment may be misrepresented 
and abused, their life may seem a failure, 
they themselves may have suffered greatly 
through their union with their beloved, but 
they love still! 

None of this group could take part in the 
Paschal festivities. Everything they touched 
would be unclean. .It mattered little since he 
had said that on the third day he would rise 
again; but of what that really meant they had 
but indefinite ideas. 

Weare told that where Jesus was crucified 
there was a garden. The combination is 
startling. The one blooming with flowers, 
the other filled with awful symbols of death 
and corruption. Surely it was symbolical, 
for the Saviour’s death has sown our world 
with the flowers of peace and joy and 
blessedness, and made many a _ wilderness 
blossom as a rose! 


Lord Jesus, how can we be sufficiently 
glad that by thy death thou hast robbed 
death of its sting and the grave of its vic- 
tory! We will not fear to die, for thou hast 
the keys of death and Hades, and wilt not 
leave us as thow wast forsaken, for thou 
wilt be beside us as we cross the borderline 
and get our first glimpse of heaven! 


Thursday, 31st. John 20. 1-10. 


Much as they yearned to fulfil their final 
purpose of love the women rested on the 
sabbath till its evening shadows allowed them 
to go into the city to buy spices to complete 
their loving tendance of the beloved body. 
They were resolved to reach the sepulcher 
while it was yet dark. But before they could 
arrive the sublime event had occurred which 
has filled the world with song in alt succeed- 
ing centuries. An angel had rolled back the 
stone for them to enter. In the case of our 
Lord there was no such need. Before it took 
place he may have already gone forth, his 
body having become a spiritual body, as will 
be the case when we that are alive till his 
coming are changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye. How little these devoted 
women realized what had happened ! 

Mary of Magdala apparently did not go 
forward with the other women, but darted 
off to the house in which she knew she would 


Record of Christian Work. 


find John and the mother. She burst in with 
the tidings that the tomb had been rifled. 
Peter, who was apparently there also, and 
John immediately started for the sepulcher, 
“running both together’ until John, the 
younger, outstripped his fellow apostle. He 
looked into the empty sepulcher, and was 
struck with the appearance of the cloths. 
Why had the riflers not taken them? Why 
were they disposed in so orderly a fashion? 
Peter on arrival went in, and was specially 
struck with the neatness with which the nap- 
kin was folded. Clearly no haste had been 
experienced, and no hands but the Master’s 
could have taken such care. Clearly he had 
risen, as he said. 

Then it was that John, having gone home, 
Peter lingered behind, and “he was seen of 
Peter,” and the Lord restored him to the old 
happy condition of fellowship and apostle- 
ship. 

Grant us thy grace, O blessed Lord, that 
we may know thee m thy risen glory and 
realize thy forgiving love! We have failed 
thee again and again, but thou lovest end- 
lessly. We thank thée and go forth with 
sunlight in our hearts! ; 


(To be continued. ) 
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I do thank you for the Record all these 
years, and want you to know it is passed 
on to some of our young ministers in our 
district who are eager to get the spiritual 
help found init. It also has been a help in 
the Young Men’s C. E. here.-—Miss Laura 
B. Walker, Egypt. 


Baptist Missionary Society of London: 136th An- 
nual Report for year ending March 31, 1928. 
Carey Press, London. 197 pages, with maps. 

This society is now celebrating the jubilee of its 

Congo mission, which is given at greater length in 

Dr. W. Y. Fullerton’s “‘The Christ of the Congo 

River.” : 

Here is a good one from the Introduction: 

In the first days of the Society’s formation Carey’s 
knowledge of the world and of its inhabitants was a 
potent factor. It made the interest real and abiding. 
Josephine Butler, the centenary of whose birth 
falls this year, tells in her Autobiography a story 
which is a revelation of the spirit impelling her. It 
is of a street arab who went to Hyde Park on a 
sultry summer’s day. The sheep were overcome by 
the heat and were gasping for breath. The boy ran 
to the Serpentine, filled his cap with water, and 
brought it to the sheep. This he did more than 
once. Then he bathed a sheep’s face. 

A man near by remarked: “You seem anxious 
about that beast.” 

The boy’s eyes filled with tears as he said: 

“Tt’s God’s sheep!” 

So we ask our readers to study this Annual Re- 
port; and with sanctified imagination to consider 
these very real men and women and girls and boys 
to whom, through our missionaries, the Society 
brings the good news of the love of God. 
112th Annual Report of the American Bible So- 

ciety, 1928. 446 pages. 

We borrow and print incidents from this report 

throughout the year, and give paragraphs in every 

issue regarding the work of this noble society, whose 
beneficent work increases as it adds to its years of 
service. 


Glimpses of the Story of the Waldensians, by Fred 
- Goodman. American Waldensian Aid So- 
ciety, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 24 
pages, illustrated. 10 cents. 
Secretary Goodman reviews the centuries from the 
12th to the 20th in this interesting pamphlet. 
prominence of Italy in the news of the day adds 
value to this study of a wholesome stream of evan- 
gelical religion in that land. 
The name Waldenses is the equivalent of the 
Italian Valdesi and the French Vaudois. 


They 


LEARN AND GROW THROUGH READING! 


The Marked Bible, King James Version,. 


marked by J. Gilchrist Lawson. 
C. Winston Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The edition before us is the Teacher’s edi- 
tion, self-pronouncing, bound in French 
Morocco, No. 87_M. The pages measure 8 by 
5¥% inches, red under gold edges. A hand- 
some book! 

The special feature is that all passages con- 
nected with the theme of salvation are over- 
printed with fine red lines that do not blur 
the reading, and a red capital letter stands 
alongside in the margin to indicate a cer- 
tain aspect of salvation. Similarly passages 
on the Holy Spirit are marked green, tem- 
poral blessings brown, and prophetic sub- 
jects purple. The effect is to enable a per- 
son to see at a glance what is the theme of 
any marked passage; also to locate a passage 
more readily; and finally to be able to give 
Bible readings at a moment’s notice on any of 
these outstanding themes. 

Mr. Lawson must be a methodical, not to 
say mechanical, student of the Bible to be 
able to invent such helpful devices for a 
workable understanding of the Bible. 


John 


Helps in Prayer and Devotions. 


| Inner Light: A Year Book of Daily Texts 


and Comments, written and compiled by 
Jean A. Freeman. Meador Publishing 
Co., Boston, Mass. 407 pages. $2. 


A master topic is selected for each month. 


Thus, for January—Light; February—The 
Kingdom; October—The Enemy; November 


_—The Friend. A page is given to each day 


in the year, containing a Scripture verse or 
two, and a few comments thereon. Quota- 
tions from others are rare. The author 


) writes feelingly out of long study of the Bi- 
| ble and Christian experience. 


| Quiet Room (A): A Book of Prayers 


and Offices, compiled by R. Ambrose 


Reeves. Harper and Brothers, New 
York. 109 pages. $1.50. ; 
Unusually fine in spirit and content! Itisa 


compilation made by a New York City rec- 
tor for use at certain Friday night services. 
His idea is that nowadays people want new 


| prayers, so he has culled from the several re- 
' cent collections that have been published in 
| this country and England. 


The contents are divided into five parts. 


{ Part I contains “General Intercessions” for 
|) the World of International Affairs, the Gov- 
+ ernment of Our Land, the Industrial Life of 
» Our Nation, the Students of the World (20 
} pages). Part [I—“The Church of Christ” (17 


pages). Part III—‘“A Parish” (45 pages). 


4 Patt 1V—“The Holy Eucharist” (10 pages). 
4 Part V—“A Day of Prayer” (9 pages). 


In each case suggestions for the conduct of 


the service are made, so that prayer is intel- 
ligent and comprehensive. 


; Biblical Themes. 


Christian Love, by E. C. Musselman. 
Stratford Co., Boston. 35 pages. 

A thesis, in rather heavy style, that touches 

a good deal of theology and creation in the 

elaboration of its theme. Each paragraph 

has a title. 


Famous Bible Pictures and Stories They 
Tell, by Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall. 
Union Press, Philadelphia. 125 pages, 
illustrated, with picture cover. 


A beautiful book, printed on superfine paper 
and with marginal decorations in color on 
every page. 

Alternate pages are full-page reproduc- 
tions of the finest paintings of scenes from 
Abraham entertaining angels to Holman 
Hunt’s “Light of the World.” In each case 
the artist’s name is given, and an Appendix 
adds further interesting sidelights. 

Facing each picture is the story it depicts, 
—21 from the Old Testament, 20 of the life 
of Christ, and nine of our Lord’s parables. 
A brief prayer for young people follows. 

Here art and Scripture teaching are wed- 
ded in a most helpful and agreeable way. 


Essentials of the Christian Faith (The), 
by Hugh R. Magill. Stratford Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 177 pages. $2. 

A vigorous statement of orthodox Christian 
truth, separating essentials from matters the 
author thinks are not so essential, and press- 
ing them home without waste of time or 
words. A book that is worthy of careful 
reading and wide distribution. 


Facing Calvary, by William Evans. Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chi- 
cago. 91 pages. 50 cents. 

A meditation on John 17, showing the na- 

ture of our Lord’s prayer, and ways in which 

it was answered. 

Dr. Evans applies his study to the be- 
liever’s everyday life, with suggestive illus- 
trations. 


God’s Good Gifts: Third Book, Junior, 
by Mabel B. Fenner.. United Lu- 
theran Publishing House, Philadelphia. 
Teacher’s Edition—180 pages, illus- 
trated, 85 cents. Pupil’s Edition—156 
pages, illustrated, 60 cents. 

Religious Education texts for weekday 

schools. This volume gets 30 lessons from 

Scripture on being kind, brave, forgiving, 

etc., as well as on God’s gifts in nature and 

his Word and his Son. 


God Working through Mankind: Sixth 
Book, Junior, by Eva M. Stilz. United 
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Lutheran Publication House, Philadel- 
phia. Teacher’s Edition—120 pages, 
illustrated, 75 cents. Pupil’s Edition— 
82 pages, illustrated, 50 cents. 
Thirty lessons on material derived from both 
Testaments. 


His Indwelling Presence, by Norman B. 
Harrison. Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago. 96 pages. 50 and 
75 cents. 

Described as “Intimate Studies in the Things 

of the Spirit,” seven chapters upon God’s in- 

coming, indwelling, inworking, infilling, etc., 
culminate in an Appeal—“The Practice of 
nisePresence:~ 

An earnest Scriptural unfolding of truth 
that answers the highest quest of the heart 
of man. 


In His Likeness: An Essay in Disciple- 
ship, by D. M. M’Intyre. Morgan and 
Scott, London. 133 pages. $3. 

Sixteen chapters set forth elements in the 

character and activity of our Lord, in which 

his disciples ought to follow him by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. This is essential 

Christianity. 


Israel After the Exile, 6th and 5th Cen- 
turies B. C., by W. F. Lofthouse. 
Oxford University. Press, American 
Branch, New York. 247-+ pages, illus- 
trated. 

Volume 4 of the Clarendon Bible, whose 

effort is to bring the latest results of arche- 

ology and critical research within reach of 

Bible students of all classes. 

The text is of the most scholarly grade, 
and the pictures are equally highgrade. 
There are over 50 pictures, many of them 
aeroplane views. The pictures alone are a 
treasure for the Bible student. 

The contents compass the prophets of the 
exile, the later era of prophecy, and the 
times of Ezra and Nehemiah. 


Kingdom Stories for Juniors, by Eliza- 
beth S. Whitehouse. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York. 221 pages. $2. 

Twenty-one stories of the kingdom of {srael, 

beginning with 1 Samuel and _ running 

through Kings and Chronicles to the later 
historical books. They are arranged for 
story-tellers, and a chapter at the end tells 
how to use them. 

An Index by Character Traits, such as 
courage, generosity, patience, is useful. 


Liturgical Study of the Psalter (A), by 
C. C. Keet. Macmillan Co., New York. 
192 pages, illustrated. 

A learned thesis approved for the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy in the University of 

London on some liturgical and ceremonial 

aspects of Jewish worship exhibited in the 

book of Psalms. 

The author is an associate of King’s Col- 
lege and of Trinity College of Music, Lon- 
don, as well as a city vicar. 

Over’ 50 pages are first given to a study 


of the writer of Chronicles and his relation 
to the Temple choirs. Fifty more pages fol- 
low on certain psalms and their liturgical 
settings. The remainder of the book deals 
with the psalms and the ancient synagogue. 

Obviously we have access here to a mass 
of new material for the student of the 
Psalms to digest. 


Old Testament Scenes and Characters, by 
John Edgar McFadyen. Doubleday, 
Doran and Co., Garden City, N. Y. 252 
pages. $2.50. 

These look like comments on the Sunday 

school lesson portions in the Old Testa- 

ment. Popular studies based upon Prof. 

McFadyen’s critical theories. 


Pen Pictures on Calvary, by Bernard C. 
Clausen. Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York. 159 pages. $1.50. 

Striking sermons that expound the seven 

recorded sayings of our Lord on the cross. 
Dr. Clausen is always himself, and rarely 

quotes from others. 


Pleaders for Righteousness: Studies in the 
Prophecies of Amos and Hosea, by 
George B. Winton. Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. 225 pages. $1. 

After consideration of “The Prophet in 

Israel” six chapters are given to Amos, his 

career and preaching, and five chapters to 

Hosea. 

The volume is in the Leadership Training 
series of the Methodist Episcopal church, 

South. 


Shadow and Substance: An Exposition 
of the Tabernacle Types, by George C: 
Needham. Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago. 199 pages, illus- 
trated. $1.25. 

A voice from the grave! 

book a generation ago. But its teaching 

stands the test of time. No student of the 

Bible can afford to ignore this theme and the 

light it throws forward into the New Testa- 

ment. 


Spirit of Wisdom, Love and Power 
(The); Instructions and Material for 
Meditation, by Paul B. Bull. Mac- 
millan Co., New York. 152 pages. 

An unusual book on the Holy Spirit by an 

Anglican monk. Needless to say, he holds 

the most elevated doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

as one person in the “ever-blessed Trinity.” 


We studied this 


His approach and pursuit of his themeate | 


on the lines of the ordinary studies to some | 


extent, but his atmosphere and spirit are al- 
ways devotional. As the Spirit of wisdom 
(55 pages) we see the Spirit in creation, as 
giver of life, inspiring and revealing, and so 
on, including ten pages on John the Baptist. 
Many facts and doctrines are dwelt on, all 
too briefly. “The Spirit of Love” occupies 


30 pages, and “The Spirit of Power” 55. 
A Conclusion, “The Spirit of Free-_ 


pages. 
dom,” ends with 4% pages. 


“We Can Surely Believe.” Page 61 


From the chapter on “Children of Young America” in Lothrop 
Stoddard’s “Story of Youth.’ A Puritan schoolmaster and 
_ scholars. (Cosmopolitan Book Corporation, New York.) 


On second thought, the treatment is quite 
different’ from the ordinary study of the 
Holy ‘Spirit. The writer is thoroughly up 
to date in his observation of scientific and 
religious thought. 


Sin, Suffering and Sorrow, by Walter 
Carey. Longmans, Green and Co., New 

fae vork. 27 pages. 
Bishop Carey of Bloemfontein has had to 
face the repeated question “Why?” regard- 
ing sin and suffering so often that he has 
had to formulate an answer. Here we have 
it:in friendly, forceful language, illumined 
_by apposite incidents in his own ministry. 
Suffering, he says, is not the primary will 
of God, but in a sinful world it is inevitable. 
Christ turned it into the active redemption 
of the world. So should the believer en- 
dowed with courage and consecration. 


What Shall We Believe? 


Affirmative Religion, by Winfred Ernest 
Garrison. Harper & Brothers, New 
York. 292 pages. $2. 

The strange anomaly is here of criticizing 

and dispensing with nearly all that the 

church has believed without offering any 
such affirmative substitute as the title would 
indicate. One may agree with many things 

\that are said, yet disagree with the whole 

tone and trend of the volume. 


|) We Can Surely Believe: A Christian An- 
swer to Current Atheism, by Howard 
Agnew Johnston. Fleming H. Revell 
i Co., New York. 143 pages. $1.50. 

) We like the confident tone of the title. It is 
fully sustained in the 11 chapters dealing 
|;with such topics as creation, the personality 
of God, his character of love, the existence 
‘lof sin and suffering, the revelation of God to 
‘iman, the authenticity of the Bible, the per- 
ison and character of Christ. 

_ Dr. Johnston knows young people and 
‘their questionings. He also knows his Bible 
‘and how to handle it so as to meet doubts 


and questions. He shirks no difficulties, but 
meets them squarely and frankly. 


Belated Bunyan Books. 


John Bunyan: A Study in Personality, by 
G. B. Harrison. Doubleday, Doran & 
Co., Garden City, N. Y. 226 pages, 
with frontispiece. $2. 

The point about this addition to tercentenary 

Bunyan studies is that the author is lecturer 

in English at King’s College, University of 

London: a Shaksperian scholar, and an au- 

thority on 17th century English literature. 
He is not concerned with Bunyan’s “mes- 

sage,” but with the development of his mind 
and personality as shown in his writings. 

In such a quest it is not to be expected that 

all men reach the same conclusions. 


John Bunyan the Immortal Dreamer, by 
W. Burgess McCreary. Gospel Trum- 
pet Co., Anderson, Ind. 128 pages, illus- 
trated. 

Bunyan’s life story briefly retold by one who 
is in thorough sympathy with its evangelical 
character, and who has the gift of writing 
in short, catchy paragraphs, making the 
book easy to read. Chapters are also given 
to Bunyan’s leading books. 


Modern Pilgrim’s Progress (A), by De- 
Witt Lincoln Pelton. American Tract 
Society, New York. 136 pages. $1.50. 

Twelve sermons in which such subjects as 

the Wicket Gate of Decision, Vanity Fair, 

Doubting Castle, and the rest, are treated 

from an up-to-date viewpoint and applica- 


tion. 


Is War Eradicable Madness? 


Madness of War (The), by Harold S. 
Brewster. Harper & Brothers, New 
York. 261 pages. $2. 

Of the many books on pacifism and the prob- 

lems of war and peace now occupying so 

large a proportion of the attention of. all 
thinking people this book is one of the clear- 
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est and most uncompromising. Amidst a 
muddle of hazy ideas, contradictory argu- 
ment and ill-thought-out opinion Dr. Brew- 
ster’s exposition of the position of the un- 
compromising pacifist, the peace-at-any-price 
man, stands out as a courageous, clear and 
logical argument. The book is well written, 
in a charming style not lacking in humor, and 
once the premises are granted is unanswer- 
able in its logic. Everyone respects the man 
. who bases a logical argument upon an article 
of faith and stands by his conclusions wher- 
ever they may lead him. No matter how 
vigorously the reader may disagree with the 
premises upon which Dr. Brewster bases his 
beliefs he cannot but respect the motives and 
courage of the man who has written it. 

Dr. Brewster holds that force of any kind 
is always wrong wherever used. He be- 
lieves that the instinct of combativeness is 
one of the primary impulses of the human 
soul, planted within us by the long rise of 
man from more primitive types, a position 
with which few “modern” minds will be in- 
clined to quarrel. 
voted to bringing out this point and to show- 
ing that war is the most extreme expression 
of the human impulse of pugnacity. He is a 
scholar and a keen observer, and has made 
some shrewd observations of the methods by 
which the fighting spirit is roused in war- 
time. His biological and sociological facts 
are right in the main. Serious mistakes ap- 
pear in the field of technology, but are not 
important to the argument. His belief that 
war is an evil and destructive of human 
values is shared by nearly everyone, and that 
it is the supreme and most exaggerated ex- 
pression of the pugnacious instinct of man- 
kind is hardly open to dispute. But his con- 
clusion—that the only way to eliminate war 
from the world is to crush out of the human 
soul the fighting spirit planted there through 
the ages,—is one with which many readers 
will disagree. 

Dr. Brewster bases his stand on a theologi- 
cal argument. It is his belief that it is the 
teaching of Christ that force is always wrong 
wherever used and for whatever purpose. He 
dismisses the episode of Jesus in the Temple 
as symbolic and not historic, and says that the 
idea that Jesus was acting “in a police capac- 
ity’ is obviously blasphemous. Starting with 
this attitude he goes on to argue that any re- 
sistance to evil, if such resistance involves 
the fighting spirit, is wrong and sacrilegious. 
He draws an analogy with sex, and states 
that all passion must be eliminated from the 


human soul before man can become in the’ 


image of God. He dismisses as frivolous the 
idea that man may be disciplined and trained 
through the slow process of education and 
Christian teaching. He believes that nothing 
less than a complete change in man’s nature, 
extirpating entirely the animal instincts by 
Si ase means, will satisfy the divine 
plan. 

This attitude, which has been held by many 
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churchmen throughout the centuries and 
came to its climax in the monastic orders of 
the Middle Ages, is one with which most 
modern Christians are in disagreement. In 
spite of all the efforts of- clergymen of 
Dr. Brewster’s theology to crush out and 
“thwart” the animal instincts of man, the 
population of the world has continued to in- 
crease, the position of women and children 
has steadily improved, man has continued to 
fight for what he believes to be the right, and 
the major evils of poverty, disease, and even 
war, are growing less. This is due to the 
intelligent leadership of those who believe 
that the so-called animal instincts of man are 
not “low, base and evidences of original sin,” 
but are gifts to be disciplined, guided and 
used for the greater glory of God. Just as the 
sexual passion may be controlled and trans- 
formed in love, marriage and parenthood, so 
the fighting passions may be transformed into 
constructive, not destructive, activities. This 
is a slow process of education, requiring faith 
and prayer, but Christians would welcome 
the day when man has found an outlet for his 
fighting spirit in conquering the material uni- 
verse, in preserving law and order, and in 
friendly rivalry and sports. But until that 
day comes those peaceful nations who do not 
believe in conquest, who wish to be let alone 
to work out these problems of Christian liv- 
ing, must be protected, by force if necessary. 
SK, ny IB 


Law and War, by Lucia Ames Mead. 
Doubleday, Doran & Co., Garden City, 
NiY. 2/6 paces. ($1575: 

Anything that Lucia Ames Mead writes is 

entitled to careful consideration. Her long 

and distinguished career, her knowledge 07 

the persons and the organizations working 

for peace, and her attendance at many of the 
great congresses of the world that have met 
to bring about peace make it imperative tha’ 
what she has to say be given respectful at- 
tention. | 

This book is a special plea for the entrance 
of the United States into the League of Na- 
tions and an argument for world organiza 
tion as a cure for war. | 

Mrs. Mead does not believe that man is) 

naturally combative or given to the passion 0 

pugnacity. She is of opinion that war is: 

caused solely by wrong education, and can be} 
cured by the same means if the world will! 
unite to carry on this work. Her conten 
for what she calls militarism is profound.| 

While she does not believe that revolutions; 

and civil wars can be prevented, but will go! 

on indefinitely, she does believe that by bring-| 
ing the whole world into one great supell| 
state “international” wars may be eliminated.| 

This book contains much valuable material. 

For one thing ‘it publishes the covenant of| 

the League of Nations, which many of us| 

have not at present in our library. It gives! 

a list of the leading organizations working: 

for peace, which will be useful as a ready) 

reference. And the chapters on the history) 


“Jipping Street.” 
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of the peace movement are valuable. Scat- 
tered through the book are many helpful 
Suggestions with which most thinking people 
are in agreement. Her idea that we should 
have a new national anthem to take the place 
of the Star-Spangled Banner, which has a 
jingoistic tone and which no one can sing, 
will have the approval of many people. And 
there are other like practical suggestions. 
It is a pity that Mrs. Mead has not ex- 
panded more fully the exposition of the his- 
tory of the peace movement and omitted 
some of the argumentative material. She has 
tried to cover too much ground in this book, 
and the result is a hodgepodge of pacifist 
arguments put together with little regard to 
logic or continuity. The author evidently 
goes on the theory enunciated by lawyers of 
a certain type that the thing to do when ac- 
cused of a crime is to deny everything. She 
has tried to answer in brief space every pos- 


sible objection to our entrance into the - 


League, and there are so many arguments 
that they become self-contradictory. Every- 
thing that she says in this book cannot be 
true. One argument contradicts another. 
_ And outside her own specialty Mrs. Mead’s 
‘scholarship is faulty. The wealth of refer- 
ence to the classics and to history gives the 
book an air of learning that it hardly de- 
serves. To quote Charles Sumner as the 
final authority on the righteousness of the 
‘war with Mexico, for instance, is an histori- 
cal absurdity. And so with many other his- 
‘torical: and even contemporary facts, or al- 
leged facts, that Mrs. Mead adduces. If this 
ibook had been written with more care it 
wwould be more convincing. And it would be 
‘more agreeable-reading if it were written in 
‘a pleasanter tone. 
scorn does not convince the reader who is on 
the fence. Man learns by example better 
han by precept. There is an artistic con- 
ict in trying to use contempt and ridicule in 
fighting for the cause of peace. If gallantry 
ito a foe and to an opponent is to be the sole 
ipossession of the soldier, there will be many 
iwho will hesitate to eliminate the soldier from 
ithe world. 
! But a book of this kind stands or falls on 
{ts fundamental argument, not on the question 
bf perfection of detail. Mrs. Mead’s theme 
i's that the only possible way to bring about 
peace is for the United States to join the 
f_eague of Nations at this time, or at any rate 
Fo take part in some scheme of world organi- 
ration in which Western civilization and es- 
becially Europe shall dominate. This is a 
qyuestion that has been thoroughly argued in 
this country and decided in the negative by 
It is the majority opinion 


\he electorate. 
jhat Europe is still too militaristic in spirit 
40 allow of a genuine effort toward world 
peace, and that our entangling ourselves with 
he European political system that brought on 
‘he World War would be to retard the day 
f universal peace, instead of advancing it. 
/t is a question upon which differences of 
}pinion may legitimately exist. There are 


To preach pacifism with . 


those in this country who believe that we 
should join the League. There is a still 
larger body of opinion that believes that such 
a step is unwise. To accuse all those who 
oppose our taking part in European politics 
of being militarists or dupes of the milita- 
rists, whoever they may be, is to take the ar- 
gument out of the realm of legitimate debate 
and to make it a question of prejudice. 
_Out of a calm, dignified and tolerant con- 
sideration of the many different views now 
held by Christian people of varying ways of 
thought on this subject a real, constructive 
and adequate plan may yet be evolved that 
will take care of war.—K. L. B. 


Sing It Yourself, by Dorothy Gordon. 
HPs Dutton andiCo,, News York, 82 
pages, with music and _ illustrations. 
$3.50. 

After reading the breezy, human Preface 

to this collection we would like to hear this 

author in her young people’s concerts. 

The book contains five folksongs of dif- 
ferent Indian tribes, three colonials, four 
plantation melodies, six British, two each 
French and German, and one each Norway 
and Russia folk songs. In every case the 
compiler first tells something about the piece, . 
and quotes it in full, then gives the music. 

In every case also, there is a distinctive 
illustration that adds to the charm of the 
book. 

“Please get as much joy out of the book as 
I have had in putting it together!” says Aunt 
Dorothy in the Preface. “Sing, and you 
will always be happy!” 


Jipping Street, by Kathleen Woodward. 
Harper and Brothers, New York. 150 
pages. , 

A vivid, heart-gripping picture of “Child- 

hood in A London Slum” by one who knew 

it from experience. It was there that Kath- 
leen Woodward, who later became biogra- 
pher of Queen Mary, spent her early impres- 
sionistic years. Had she been like other 
girls she would have grown up “complain- 
ing, but with conduct unaffected, producing 
children and diseases and woman’s com- 
plaints with monotonous regularity.” In- 

stead, Miss Woodward grew up with a 

haunting desire for knowledge and beauty, 

and a reaction to her degrading surroundings, 
foreign to her neighbors. 

Friendships, suffrage, a society known as 
“The Sons and Daughters of Revolt,’ and 
her books were the factors which brought 
her out of drudgery and slavery. Her per- 
sonal contacts are the most interesting de- 
scriptions in the book. There was her brave 
self-possessed mother, who, loving no one ex- 
cept the gentle, refined, invalided father, had 
the theory that “life kicks you downstairs, 
and then it kicks you upstairs’; Jessica 
Mourn, who was in every home where there 
was trouble or sorrow; the doctor whom 
Jessica referred to as “Our Lord’s footsteps 
over again”; “Blast-the-Wax,” who fired the 
young girl with her interest in politics; Lil, 
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of doubtful reputation, “who brought to us all 
the sun and the stars of another world, and 
its laughter.” 

The part that religion played in the heart 
of this slum child gives one much food for 
thought. The charity that the family re- 
ceived when she was a youngster was mostly 
in the form of rice and more rice. But with 
Jessica Mourn she believed in “Them what’s 
above,” and in a God of love. Near the close 
of the book she writes: 

“Nothing brought sweeter music to my 
soul than the sound of beautiful words. For 
example, “The peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost,’ be amongst you 
and remain with you always, I knew it by 
heart. I read it aloud in my room at night. 
I repeated it to myself in the factory where 
I alone could hear myself speak, the noise of 
the machinery was so great.” —E. M. F. P. 


Story of Napoleon (The), by Mabel S. C. 
Smith. Thomas Y. Crowell Co. New 
York. 370 pages, illustrated. $2.50. 

_ An excellent biography for young readers. 
The book is well illustrated. The last 

chapter entitled “The Sum of the Qualities” 


is an especially good characterization of 
Napoleon.—F. L. D. 


How God Justifies a Sinner, by George E. Guille. 
Bible Institute Corportage Association, Chicago. 
31 pages. 

Bible teaching arranged and illuminated so that all 

may understand. : 


Anti-Saloon League Yearbook, 1928, compiled and 
edited by Ernest Hurst Cherrington. American 
Issue Press, Westerville, O. 224 pages. 75 
cents and $1.15. 

An encyclopedia of facts 4nd figures dealing with 

the liquor traffic and temperance reform by the 

present leader of the Anti-Saloon League. 


54th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. Murray Printing Co., Toronto. 342 
pages. 

Acts and proceedings of the General Assembly of 

those Presbyterians who did not enter the United 

Church of Canada, held at Regina, Sask., last June. 

It contains full statistics and tables and annual re- 

ports. 

Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A., 1928. 113 pages. 

The Minutes are issued in two parts. This is Part 

I, and covers the 114th General Assembly held last 

May at Tulsa, Okla., and Statistical Tables and 

Presbyterial Roll§ up to March 31 last. Study this 

and you _will learn a lot about the Presbyterian 

Church, North! 

Church Missionary: Society for Africa and the 
East: 129th Year, 1927-8. Church Missionary 
Society, London, E. C. 4. 

Contains ‘‘The Team in Action,” being the report 

for the year; the anniversary sermon; and financial 

statement, etc. 

* The income of the C. M. S. is about two and a 

half millions, not quite enough to meet its demands, 

despite retrenchments. Everything in this book is 
laden with interest, despite occasional setbacks here 
and there in foreign fields, 


Among New Books. 
Anthropology and Modern Life, by Franz Boas. 
W. W. Norton and Co., New York. 346 pages. 


$3. 
Beginning to Garden, by Helen Page Wodell. 
104 pages. $1.75. 


Macmillan Co., New York. 


Bowing the Preacher Out of Politics, by George 
Mechlenburg. Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 141 pages: “$1°25. : 

Building the House of God, by Elbert M. Con- 
over. Methodist Book Concern, New York, 217 
pages, illustrated. $2.50. 

Cardinal Ideas of Jeremiah, by Charles E. Jeffer- 
son. Macmillan. 220 pages. $2. 

Church Triumphant (The), by J. P. Arendzen. 
Macmillan. 91 pages. 60 cents. 

Dasopant Digambar, by Justin E. Abbott, Sum- 
mit, N. J. : 

Drift of jie Day, by Burris Jenkins. Willett, 
Clark and Colby, Chicago. 201 pages. $2. 

Enlisting Laymen, by Frederick A. Agar. Judson 
Press, Philadelphia. 79 pages. $1. 

Evolutionist Looks at Religion (An), by Charles 
A. Collin. Stratford-Co., Boston. 270 pages. 
$2.50. ; 

Fiery Crags (The), by F. W. Boreham. Abingdon 
Press, New York. 285 pages. $1.75. © a 

Ghond the Hunter, by Dhan Gopal Mukerji. 
E. P. Dutton and Co., New York. 204 pages. 

Gospel Wagon (The), by Charles Forbes Taylor. 
Revell. 96 pages. $1. 

History of Religion in the United States (The), 
by Henry K. Rowe. Macmillan. 213 pages. 
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‘Interpretation of Religion (The), by John Baillie. 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 477 pages. 
$4 


Jesus Christ Man of Sorrows, by Archbishop 
Goodwin. Macmillan. 88 pages. 60 cents. 
Man and His Destiny, by C. C. Martindale. Mac- 
millan. 85 pages. 60 cents. 

Mass (The), by Joseph A. Dunney. 
375 pages. $2.50. ‘ 

Master (The), by Walter Russell Bowie. 
ner’s. 328 pages. $2.50. 

Methods of Private Religious Living, by Henry 
Nelson Wieman. Macmillan. 219 pages. $1.75. 

New Commentary on Holy Scripture (A). Mac- 
millan Co:, 743 pages. $5. . | 

Our Little Chilean Cousin, by Anna C. Winlow. 
L. C. Page and Co., Boston. 140 pages. $1. 

Pat and Pal, by Harriet Lummis Smith.: Page 
291 pages. $2. 

Pioneer Boys of Kansas, 
Page. 301 pages. $1.65. 

Primary Plans for the Smaller Sunday School, by 
Elizabeth Williams Sudlow. Union Press, Phila- 
delphia. 167 pages. ¢ 

Ranch of .the Golden Flower, by Constance Lind- 
say Skinner. Macmillan. 182 pages. $1.75. 

Resurrection of the Body (The), by Don Justin 


Macmillan. 


Scrib- 


by Harrison Adams. 


McCann. Macmillan. 96 pages. 60 cents. 
Royton Manor, by Caroline Atwater Mason 
Revell. 302 pages. $2. ' 


Secrets Inside, by M. M. Dancy McClendon 


, Page.» 315. pages. 30.75; | 

Sermons for Reviving, by Louis Albert Banks 
Revell. 160 pages. $1.50. | 

Sin and Repentance, by E. J. Mahoney. Mac. 
millan. 95 pages. 60 cents. 


Standfast McCrea, by Wallace Dunbar Vincent. 
Union Press. 177 pages. 
Stories for all the Year, by Sara Ward Stockwell. 


Judson Press. 293 pages. $1.50. 

Supernatural Virtues (The), by T. E. Flynn. 
Macmillan. 95 pages. 60 cents. 

Victim and Victor, by John R. Oliver. Mac- 
millan. 435 pages. $2.50. : 


By oversight we failed to state last month 
that the “Miniature Library” books reviewed 
then is published by M. Minkus, 7 West 42nd 
Street, New York City. 


Any book acknowledged, reviewed, or 
advertised in this magazine will be for- 
warded postpaid by the publishers of the 
RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK upon receipt 


of the advertised price. Remit by check, 
postal or express order. : =" 


